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SPECTRUM 36

Yes it's Spectrum compatible. Yes its got
great sound. Yes it's got great graphics.
Yes its pretty cheap. Wanna read all
about it?
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REGULARS

Zapchat

Tell it to the Bear
Smash Coupons
True Stories
Charts

Write Stuff
Outlands
Codetalk
Sorceress

FPlay By Mail

I've Got This Problem
How the Hell
Coin-Ops
Gremlin

-
MNext Month
Wayne Smedley

This month we've got a totally original from
Andy Severn from Players. Blobocop, is a

. multilevel, horizontal scroller with loads of
action and a brlliant bonus subgame.
We've also got a marvellous playable
demo of Xenon, a game 1o get 1989 off fo
a cracking starl. Notorious maybe. Fantas-
tically generous certainly.
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BLOBOCOP g

BELOBOCOP is a totally original, never
before released arcade game from
Players. It's been written by some of
the classiest programmers in the W
counfry and it's tetally bizarre. We

asked the guys to explain the game
in their own words, so they did. God

knows we couldn't begin to know
how to describe it . . .

BLOBOCOP
THE GAME
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pOsMonN 15 shown al the Dolom of The 10 re=visit That ioCahon in ordear
map, highlighted in white, You hove the retneve the evidence
oohon 10 Take one of tw Damhs. 1o '__-_"-'5-' e all 18 le eations have beean

succassiully visited you must Qo o th

King's H& to moke your arrast, His base
is ot the top right part of thy

Ihe distance to the next locatior
snown By a bar at the top of the

Bugs and Pukes will drain your strengtt
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BLOBOCOP

FAFT ELOE-FART FAT-ALL ROUND
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Just lnod side 2 of the tape for some
astounding action from Virgin's Classic
{and this month’s cover gome) Xenon.

The demo lefs you play a porfion of
the first level, You can define whichewver
key amangearnent or joystick setup you
want and then you're offl

Filot your ship over the alien
spacestation blowing up the alien gun
installations. Change into a land-going
craft in order to toke out the trundling
menaces and remember to keep finng
all the: fime
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he next 16 bit owner to
walk up to me and say that
the Spectrum is a dying
wachine, I'm going to kick his
nor l'll do the next best
I'll grab him by the lapels
| drag him over to a Speccy,
;u-_i then put on WEC Le Mans,
the latestin a long ling of racing
ions. Up until now, |
slways thought of Super Hang
On as the ultimate in Spectrum
cing. Le Mans looks at SHO,
makes the
phic bigger, maves maore
ns around, does it faster,
puts the kids to
nd then takes you out for
agal afterwards. Now that's
| call programming.
he WE{Z Le Mans race itself
4 hr conlinUOUS race
{ -—Ir.-,n_.ﬁ

(probably

ays ‘| can da that,’

Akes The tea

awhere or aother

nder starters
: front of the grid.
jht from this point that you
ne g g resemblance to
aphics. It's
: whole caboodle starts
g that the game really

rs 10 1{Mprass

OPERATION HORMUZ

peration Hormuz is not,
as you might expect, a
medical simulation
1g the removal of some
range internal organ. No
deed. It's operation in a
nilitary sense, and Hormuz as
the Arabian Gulf, an area of
he world where one load of
ibs are constantly shooting
another load of Arabs
iuse they open their eggs at
he wrong end, or something
qually childish
This leads to a great deal of
nilitary argy-bargy in that part

The amount of things maving
about on screen at once is
prabably one of the most
impressive feats of
programming since the

af the world, and Operation
Hormuz is an arcade/simulation
involving carrier based
American fighters trying to sort
out the aggro.

Hormuz is written by Durrell,
whose chequered past includes
some good games, many awful
ones, and some of the most
spectacular missed release
dates of all time. This one's
coming out on the Again Again
label, but the question is, ho-ho,
will you want to play it again
and again?

You have three vertical take-

rainbow processor. Either side
of the raad 15 filled with a series
of light and dark bands. These
scroll towards yvou very

smoothly. The harizon lifts and

off Harrier aircraft, which are
based on a carrier. Your

mission is to take off from the
carrier, fly to a series of enemy
missile bases, bomb the hell out
of them and return to base to re-
arm and refuel. One slight snag
is that Exocet missiles fly past
yvou aimed directly at your
carrier; fail to intercept them,
and you won't have a home to
go to, and can’'t complete the
mission,

falls as yvou climb and de
the hills, Thare are dozens of

objects lining either side of the
road at once, signs
as well as anything up to half a

The sidewavys scrolling play
area is dotted with oilrigs,
wrecked ships and gunbaoats
while the air is full of MiG21s
Exocets and explosions. The
g-'ﬂphlcﬁ- and amimation aren’t
bad, but your Harrier is
surrounded by an unmasked
square which causes some
peculiar effects

Your planes are armed with
machine guns, bombs, air-to
air/ship missiles, and flares. A




dozen opposing cars an screan
as well. What's more, it all
moves faster than Super Hang
On.

The game has a memory Tor
the opposing cars, which makes
the game that tad more
raalistic. What | mean is, that
the computer remembers
where all the cars are at any
time. If yvou should pass three
carg, and then slow down, three
cars will overtake you, Similarly
should two cars appear on the
horizon. Stop for a few seconds,
accelerate into top speed and,
sure engugh, after a couple of
sgconds, those same tWo cars
will make an appearance.

It plays similarly 10 the coin-

op, and Is about as difficult as
well. The stearing wheeal of the
original has been replaced by a
progressive stearng systam
whereby the longer you hold
the joystick in the required
direction, the more obtuses your
turning angle

Sound is fairly restricted,
unfortunately. The same boppy
tune appears on both 48 and
128 version, but the 128 is the
only machine with in-game
effects, which consist of
nothing more than a loud
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BLAYABILITY | LAST ABILITY

FAX BOX

WEC LE MANS Label: Ocean Author: In-

house FPrice:
Joy-stick: Various

£8.95 Memory: 48K/128K

Absolutely berrilliant

racing game.
Reviewer V -~/
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radar display at the bottom |left
shows upcoming targets, while
3 Message screen gives you
halpful little hints like
WARNING! LAUNCH FLARE!
when a heat-seeking missile i1s
on your tail. Looping to left or
right sometimes throws
enemies off your tail, but it's
mare fun to jockey Into position
behind them and blow them to
bits — the explosions are
particularly big and flashy

If you get far enough, you'll
reach a land-based missile
emplacement which you must
bomb. Careful experimentation
reveals that a low-level attack
isn't a good idea — guns and tall
buildings tend to bring a swift

E EE B EE BEE ES S8 B S8 FE S EE S 8@ &8

end to your flying career. Try
instead locating your target,
gaining height, then diving
down, guns blazing, and
releasing a bomb at the last
moment before pulling out
Oddly enough you can't
actually crash into the sea or
land; similarly, you can't crash
when you return to your carrier
to re-arm, because an
automatic pilot takes over and
brings you safely in to land
Mot very polished or flashy,
but action-packed and fast
moving, Operation Hormuz
won't teach you much about
international diplomacy. but it
will teach you enough sense to
stay out of the Arabian Gulfl
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oer! Thissounds like one
for me; futuristic racing
cars with protective
bumpers, astounding laser
powered turbo-charged
engines, ning stages of
crumbhing raceway 1o negotiaie
and a bunch of slavering alien
taxicab drivers and not a Give
Way sign in sight. After the
Huntingdon Ring Road on a
Saturday, it sounds like a
dodale
LED Storm is another
Capcom licence. Never having
found the arcade machine in my
local newsagents, I'm slightly
unsure as to the fabness or
otherwise of the coin-op. I'm
assured by other people in the
office that it's an extremely
good conversion
Still, maybe it's better to
approach these things with a
fresh eye. LED Storm is a tuned-
up variant of the old old Race
game. Remember? Driving a car
along a plan-view track which
widens and narrows and twists
and turns. There wera oil
patches and bonuses and extra
fuel cans to pick up
Well, while things have
definintely been serigusly
tweaked, the basic principals
still remain. You've got to make
your way through nine stages
of top-bottom scrolling
roadway. The bonuses have
now become extra energy
stores, hazards come in the
shape of the other racers and
the oil patcheas, well, they re still
pil patches
Mow. When | say scrolling,
don’t go thinking of jerkyspaz,
slow-scroll. This is very fast
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indeed and once you've had the

pedal on the floor for a couple
of seconds and you're running
at top speed, the scenery really
flashes by

In your path are futuristic
equivalents of today’s traffic
nightmares. There are the
unspeakably inconsiderate
truck drivers who will simply
mash your vehicle into the wall,
cars and motorcycies are 1o be
avoided and there are leftovers
from Frogger — roller-skating
toads that cling to the back of
your motor in a desperate
revenge attempt

First impressions of LED
Storm are great. The action is
fast and you can memarise the
tracks and gradually drive faster
and faster. Jumping over the
chasms and breaking down
crash barriers is great fun and
you can sneak up behind other

The later levels are abviously
maore varied and the bad drivers
appear with maore frequency
The backgrounds are different
too, but that's hardly a big
bonus

While there are stacks of
games around that rely on a
single basic idea — Arkanoid et
al, most shoot outs — the
playability has to be tuned to
perfection and | just didn't feal
that Storm was there. Maybe |
tailed to pick up on the
addictiveness, because | found
myself feeling thoroughly
ambivalent towards it.

If you thought the arcade
game was your cup of tea, then
I'd happily suggest you give this
one & whirl. It looks like a good
conversion and, so far as | can
tell, all the elemants from the
original have been included, If
the idea of racing from the
bottom of the scraen to the top
for an eternity fails to do

racers, boost yourself into the
air and smash down on top of
them. Har harl
After quite a short period of

time, though, | found myseilf re-
reading the instructions and
asking myself, "is that it?’ Well, anything for your spark plugs,
my old stick-shift, that is yer ot steer clear. (Yak!|®
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Cassette............... £8.95
NOW on the SPECTRUM DisK. .i:lninic. 21498
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Electronic Ars produces Home Ententainment Software on most Computer formats: For a complete product
catalogue, please send SOp together with a stamped and self-addressed AS-sized envelopa to: Electronic
Arts ‘'Catalogue Offer’’, Electronic Arts, 11-49 Station Road, Langley, Berks SL3 BYN.

HOW TO ORDER. Visit your local retailer or call Slough (0753) 46465 for the location of your

nearesi siockist. Dealers please call (0753) 40906
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fizzy orange, or tweaky snappy Curly Wirly bars which get all
hot and sticky If left in the pocket for too long. Such are just
some of the delights to be encountered when trogging through the
world of food with the grace of a wispfooted pixie pondering the
toadstool of life, or something like that at least. Whether youre
popping out to gorge yourself on a Wimpy of staying at home to

Fund. Lovely gooey mushy peas, washed down with a pint of

1 .
|BOGOE ROGLE :
- ¥
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|
R | |
| ROG | ROGULE ROGVE ROGUE.
DTR DOOR
| s .
" |
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bake some crumpets, you're gonna need to eat food. If you don't
you'll fall over and rot If you eat too much then you could find
yourself wearing glasses and being called Tony a heck of a lot 50,
here at [@T] we thought we'd have a Food Awareness Month where
we'd sit under the stars and gasp at the little twee creatures
crawling under our feet. We may even get around to printing some
tips, provided they're toasted and covered in melted cheese. [This s
even more ridiculous than usual Riglar GT)
b e
B J—

e el

ROBOCOP ... Ocea
PART MAN, PART TOOTHBRUSH,

ALL DUDE: Jon Riglar

till trogging your way holding the hostage. The best
through level one or are way to succeed at this
'you completely stuck by the watch the movement patterns
zonking great baddie in level of the bad guy and try to anticl-
two? Well, chuck us a packet of pate which direction he Is slid-
Waotslts, sing us a song and you Ing next. You will find that the
may well find all the mystic rogue moves slightly ahead of
runes necessary to get the old the
so-called ‘Robocop’ through careful aiming, so shoud! find a
level one, two and who knows  few Inches of his flesh clear for a
what. So get those peepers Into  shot for a few seconds. By re-
~ction missus! (Who Is this ‘mis- peating this process of thinking
sus” geezer anyway? - GT) . ahead, you can add up the num-
ber of hits and knock him out of
LEVEL ONE action provided he doesn't get
at you first.

i
§
:
’z
:
:
:
g

LY
Tk
cH
P
HHHIE
H : z§§
1 :;E
R

X ed the men above once
ing his toes up. and you can't i okl Hons
amma oh no. Instead, wait untll be another rogue on the plat-
he creeps up close and then biff form up. This guy runs from left

quite likely he won't miss you If
LEVEL TWO i Do

Uh oh, it's level twol [As Derek
and Clive would no doubt say
rather too loudly.| Well this s a
bit of a change. You control the
old crosshair and it's up to
to blast away the nasty

S




of ammo. Well r-g*n here iIs a
spare canister which you just run
to The third and
final Iype of rogue youll en
counter in this level is the type
that throws karate kicks all over
the shop. These fan be shot as
normal with your standard gun
or you may try and preserve as
much ammo a3 possible and walt
untll the rogue jumps up inta the
air kill, before you lift
your fist into the air and whal-
lop him to ground. Berlee|

Level one carries on in rough

over collect

for the

AWy - ey r'i‘ i

\

Ty T

Iy the same manner as above but
ADout Mmid Wy there are extra
powerful bullets which you can
pick up — all the rogues can be
terminated with one shot using
these bullets but the amodunt
you are given s limited to 20
rounds. Towards the end, you'll
come across an alleyway. This
symbolises the end of the level
and it is here where you'll have
a final show-down with the
rogues. Any of the critters who
managed to escape your grip
will now appear and charge
towards you and if you've run
out of bullets your and In the s
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He's back and this time he's taking no prisoners! : ’W.r 4

Colonel Trautman has been captured by the
Russians in Afghanistan and there is only one
person capable of freeing him. Negotiate the
minefields, explore the Russian camp, lay
boobytraps, avoid detection,

free the Colonel and then

... Move on to the

explosive climax!
RAMBO IS
BACK!

8:95 9-95 9-95
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Ocean Software Limited
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A

D¢

FAX BOX

BLACK BEARD Lobel: KIXX Author: Topo-
soff Price: £2.99 Memory: 48K/ 128K Joy-
stick: Various

REVIEW
T GRAPHICS | SOUND Frisky fun with pesky
@3’5 77270 pirates by the Span-

| —1 ish scallywags.

&‘t 79 @ !60 Reviewer: o v i

“PLAYABILITY | LAST ABILITY |
e B ] OVERALL |

81 |

T

2300300 0 0

wns come with thirty bullet
ICh, Wwhile Knives stay snarp
drf

er: the problem s that you
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SPECTRUM
REMIX

CBM SCREEN SHOTS 1 Saturn House

SPECTRUM casseTTe £8.99 Callev Pk
VEHSION DISK £12.99 Berks RG7 4QW




e never knew so many ot you
were budding Van Gogh's.
There must be cut-off ears

littering the countryside (historical
reference to loony painter for all
the art buffs out there). :
Our Joyce Tick contest resulted in
piles and piles of entries ranging from
the shocking to the stunning. We've
selected some of the silliest {and
gliminated some of the saucy ones),
and some fabulous prizes from
Powerplay will soon be winging
their way to the artists.

1st Prize: Sinclair Spectrum Plus 3: Jon Higham, London.
2nd Prize: Sinclair Spectrum Plus 2: Nick Lewis, Cardiff.
3rd Prize: Sony B&W television: lan Han, Runcorn.




SORRY WE HAVEN'T
ENOUGH ROOM TO
PRINT ALL WINNING
ENTRIES

AR
i % n
S L
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Runners up: Clear Auto-fire
Cruiser joystick: C Cooper,
Plymouth; Robert Baines,
Sheffield; Martin Hanford,
Ledbury.

Black Cruiser joystick: John
Lowe, 5t Helens; Shirley
Warren, Atherton; Shirley
Moore, Hailsham.

Blue Cruiser joystick: Peter
Jowitt, Sheffield: Jon
Halewood, Southport; John
Tracey, Larkhall,

Well done to the winners,
thanks to everyone who
entered, and look out for the
next wild, whacky
competition.
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Now this is something really special. To celebrate the release of Gremlin's Dark Fusion, a pretty damn excellent shoot-"em-up
B ond Gremlin bring you Laser FX. Imagine totally awesome laser effects in the privacy of your own bedroom!

The Laser FX Box responds to music from your Hi-Fi taking those funky rhythms and sounds and turning them into a brilliant laser
light show! The Laser FX Box will shoot out (totally safe) laser beams up to 30 feet across the room. Project it onto o wall or ceiling
for a fabulous — in concert —feeling.

We've also got 30 fabulous copies of the game to give away as runners up prizes. This really is one of the most exciting and
original prizes we've ever offered, don’t miss it!

WHAT YOU HAVE TO DO

To win the fantastic Laser FX machine you just have to look at the picture below:
This shows four lasers (ABC and D) with four laser beams coming from each. Each laser beam hits several mirrors which alter its
course by 90 degrees. The question therefore is:

WHICH ONE OF THE LASER BEAMS IS THE ONE WHICH ACTUALLY HITS THE TARGET?

Write down your choice of laser beam in the space provided in the form below. Don't forget fo include your full name and
oddress! Note that the correct entry address for this competifion is different from the usual one since Gremlin wanted to judge this
one themselves (fools).

So fill in the coupon and send it to Gremlin Laser Compo ([Ell] is completely marvellous incidentally and Richard Barkley wears a
toupe), c/o Gremlin Graphics, Alpha House, 10 Carver Street, Sheffield S1 4FS.

Closing date for the competition is January 20th, 1989.

.................................................................................................................................................

| think laser letter ............ is the one which hits the target.
Employees of EMAP or Gremlin Graphics may not enter, so there.




TIME TO TALK

W Ask about W

+ A+2a
£52.13 versions of
yerelons of from £130.39
+15% VAT = £50.95 +15% VAT = £149.85
MGT's pre t The disc interface | A7
that &ng your cassetie software o [, £ ‘é‘
disc in seconds. The printer interface that i f.v-_'”f--} . =9 .- .
prints out ANY screen. Simple enough for a¥, Pa - Y, { e
beginner, yet state of the art for the expert | £ it 5 k
user. With all the Sinclair Inferface 1 facilites | L {.-*
and commands, the PLUS D will transform e
your 4BK. 126K or + 2 Spectrum It's time to talk about quality of service. Lots of companies are - o
‘\—~7 advertising lots of products at excellent prices. But we believe that
v our customers deserve more than that. We believe that you have g
the right to demand an honest, in-depth appraisal of a product's Printers to sult every pocket —~and ever
DISC DRIVES strengths and weaknesses before you buy. We believe you should TP S TR SRL 0 Y P
get a description in terms that you can understand and perhaps an r;w_p"'ﬁ".'_“'_;t'_'_'n" . .
expert comparison with rival products. And if you decide to buy, 2 PRI M 0
you need to be assured of first-class service afterwards. Not just SRS S B K ol S8 508
! if a product is faulty, but also if you need help in installation or if '; A
you simply come up against a problem that stumps you. =:_CT'IF"F 1rmD1EuE" DE Of
SCNOOIE, The new — fasher prmn
At MGT we've got the time to talk to you. We only sell products select, 2 year guarantes
35, 5.25', single or dual, for Spectrum that we like and use ourselves. We understand what we sell, and Tooical trices fine. VAT
OL. BBC, Atari, PC - you name it, we sell il every one of our sales team is trained to help you, whether before Star LC-10 £229.95
TENN0 JON T A ;‘r'ni'{”:"' - you buy or after. And even if we don't know the answer to your Star LC-10 Colour £259.95
-;:;'h”;,-; ':S ;*EI"_,L;“”E'EW’; question, or if we don't stock the product you're looking for, we'll Citizen 120D £149.95
evohsrebmitg iy g find out about it for you. Citizen 160€ [TET] £199.95
SLER R S R e ’ : , Citizen MSP 15E (wide carmiage|.  £258.75
DISC DRIVE EX-VAT VAT INCL And the time to talk can be almost any time. Our phone lines are Citizen HOP 40 (24-pin) . . £449.00
35" Singledve £ 8691 L 99.95 open till 7p.m. Monday to Friday in case you want to call us after Citizen Overture 110 £1250.00
35" Dual drive ;:gg;; E;‘Eg-:: work — even after thal, there’s an answer-phone. Just leave a a P
J.£3 anglg drnve . . messa and we'll call u back. Call us for advice/brochures if you'd like us fo
5.25" Dyal drive £217.35 £249.95 g€ d we'll ca i bac help you decide which sort of printer is most
354525 Muti  £199.96 £229.95 It's time to talk to MGT first! oipusiibiok
Hobbyists! Call for prices on bare drives! PO S e Irst!
- 4
W MGT BRAND 3.5 VDX —
DSDD DISCS DIGITISER .
SUPER SAVER = - - £13.00
PACKAGE oy, 4 £30.39 .
£121.70 -15% VAT = £34.95 R
+15% VAT = £139.95 The hacker's dream softwara. Break
game and kst the memory in Hex, De
& . Ascil, or disassemble it instantly, All the PLUS
hie PLUS D and 3.5° DSOD Drive. Al you D's snapshot features ully supported. Type ir
néed 10 fum your Spectrum into a powertul all the magazine pokes and even customise
modem disc-based computer! Load 48K in g L VOUr OWN games ' :
gconds and 128K in just 10 seconds — ‘ e
Buy Your Sinclair. “'Another MGT Name - MGT guality, with 2 ifetime ks 5 2 ot o t\';
d Crusher” ... Cras quarantee! Sold individually or in plastic Tha ulg-.‘l.‘.'i! that has the competition on thair Y ry
be 10 with i knees! Capture images from any video
boxes of 10 with labets 4 P
; camera of recorder and use the PLUS D to Packages less than Tkg £
New lower prices store them to disc for ediing later with the 55'-:.1' S Bagiutony . €4
10 Discs o traes| [, TR 122 £z
20 Discs 21,70 E24.95 0 distoriion {subpsct 1o avadabdity
30 Discs 8
isc £31.26 £35.95 *_-';
% We also have a limited stock of the ongina 1 year lull guarantee on all our products
Spactrum 128K Computer a! £89.95and & Simple repairs procedure - vou send. we fix
mnﬂ wide rangs of sefious and games software No-quibbie full cash refund on hardware if
—— DESK TOP Call for details you're not satished within 14 days!
/BS PUBLISHING . Tl il W) e e e e -8
= 1 snclose a large suz/89
. | £32.87 detalia oF K
Another +15% VAT - £37.80
winnes from MGT. A
wo-way connector with a switch that lets Address

most incompatible interfaces work Finally, real OTF for the Specirum! A word

together! The TwoFace also has a built-in procassor, graphics and page layout designes -

joystick interface. Beta Opus disc drive all in one and supplied on disc. “Worth avery .

users can now transfer all files to PLUS D nickel you'l pay for them™ ... Your Sinclair WGT DIRECT

Lakeside, Phoenix Way, Swansea Enterpnsa Park, Swansea

| The ultimate in Spectrum gadgetry ke
X SAT BEH. Telephane: ((792) T91100. Fax: {0792) 791175
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Afterburner

Fast, fast, faster than Out Run,
Fast, fast and more funl

Fast, fast, Afterburner’s it,

So fast you don't know if you
have aver been hit

Out Run

Out Run is coal,

Play it if you're not a fool,
Just dash,

But mind you don’t crash

Rampage

Depends on your luck,

If you manage to eat a duck,
Then your health will grow,
But it might go low

Target Renegade

If you don't want any first aid,
You must agree with Target
H“mld‘v

It does seem funny to me,
That in a crowd it is not so clear
to see

Jennifer Chan

Kingston upon Thames

@WHUURRRGHHN! THIS IS
EITHER SERIOUS BOOKER
PRIZE STUFF OR COMPLETE

JEFFREY ARCHER, BUT | AINT
COT THE EDDICASHUN TA SAY »

WHICH

inclair User you're the best,
It's your mag that beats the
rest,
MNow with - there's
something more,
Cause Megatapes give you
something to live for.
Like playing Amaurote, dicing
with death,
And Daley Thompson's demo
leaves you out of breath.
Inside the cover from start to
end,
Reading True Stories turns your
mind round the bend.

Under each headline there's an
informative story {Cobblers —
CJy

So to Sinclair User all hope and
glory,

Every joy and happiness for
bytes to come,

Reading [l should be by
everyonel

P Broxton

Cheshire

@ BRILLIANT! EVOCATIVE,
REDOLENT, INSPISSATED,
CALIGINOUS,
EXISTENTIALIST, PITY ABOUT
THE RHYMES. BACK TO THE
THESAURUS LAD.

s e e e ok o g e ok ko v ok e ok vl o ok ol ok o o ol e o e e e

o Kami you dozey twonk.

Since the Dilliod (we think
you mean Dilldoid actwoillee -
GT) likes METAL so much why
don't you send him to NEW
JERSEY so he stops behaving
like an ANIMAL all the time.
Can't he stop all this HYSTERIA.
He will have to cut down on all

{his CRAZY NIGHTS and all the

KISSing. Just remember Tone
{Terwoneeee to his mum — AS)

® LOVE BITES.
*
:EUHDF‘E. His reviews are hardly
'_DLIT OF THIS WORLD. Leave
# him HIGH AND DRY

# somewhere, Please RUSH.

Send him anywhere in

Is it true that he and Miss
Howard are LIVING IN SIN (No,

i i e v e e o ok ke e e e ek e ok he and Mr Douglas haw haw). If

0&' Bear! I've been very
patient with your lately,
and the reason is | reckon we
should have loads of fact files
on other people, apart from
programmers. You for instance,
or one on that wicked artist
wicked artist Bob Wakelin
whose name is on the front of
avery poster you lay your hands
on. What d'ya think?

Chris James

Rugby

@ ME? NOTTA BAD IDEA.
WAKELIN? MAYBE. HE CAN'T
BE AS BORING AS ALL THE
PROGRAMMERS . . . "NAN. |
PON'T PO MUCH. SOMETIMES |
WATCH THE TELLY. I LIKE FISH
AND DIRE STRAITS RECORDS.
AN' FOR A REALLY CRAZY
EVENING | 60 NUMBER PLATE
SPOTTING." EYEERN

he is tell him to mop the floor
because it's SLIPPERY WHEN
WET.

Steven Duberry

Merseyside

@ TH' PILLDOID SEZ TA TELL
YA TO STICK TO BARRY
MANILOW, SLEAZE.

Dﬁar Fuzzy, Now you have
my full permission to blow
my brains out with two RPG
rocket launchers if I'm wrong,
but there is DEFINITELY
something weird going on,
Have you, or have you not, got
an advert on pb5 of the
December issue of your
fabulously brilliant mag for a
game called “The Muncher"?
And does it or does it not look
EXACTLY like the gama which
yvour very own Tony Dillon, who
is my fave reviewer, reviewed in
the August issue of t'mag called
“T. Wrecks''? What's going on?

used to read a different mag,
I'd take it home in my Smith's

But when at home I'd feel let
down —

Were these the best reviews in
town?

Then Megatape 7 lured me
away —

Classic Amaurote — what can |
say?

And Daley’s demo, what a treat,
This Megatape is hard to beat.
The fantastic poster made me
see,

That this mag Is the one for me.
S0 now I've praised you to the
skies,

| really must deserve a prize!
A ten pound not would do just
great

For Daley Thompson 'B&.

And now | just can't wait for
more —

What will your next tapes have
in store?

M Edwards

Derby

@ NOT BAD POETRY, BUT NOT
CROVELLING ENOUGH FOR A
PSUTTS PRIZE, KEEP READIN'
THE WORDSWORTH,

Both T. Wrecks and The
Muncher are by Gremlin, Has
somebody, somewhere made a
VERY BIG MISTAKE???7?7777 A
full enquiry will, of course,
follow.

Robert “Lemming” Gibson

Co Antrim

@ WELL SPOTTED ‘LEMMERS'.
THEY ARE INDEED THE SAME
GAME.

ol Fur Ball, how yer doin'?

You ask me to write to you
and you've never printed owt
(that's Mancunian for ‘anything’
for readers living south of
Muswell Hill) of mine. You got a
personal vendetta against me
or something? (only if your
name’'s Wayne Smedley — GT).

Please please print this so all
my devoted fans (who's that yer
mum and yer Auntie Floried —
AS) can see my name.

I've just got Operation Wolf,
after waiting for three months,
and I've got a high score of
368,520, | destroyed my way
through the communication
setup, the jungle, the village
and then the powder magazine.
It's the best game ['ve got.

| think your mag is totally
wicked, and your last Megatape
was hard. Oh by the way, have a
happy Christmas.

Lee {Nuts in Jelly) Stanhope
Manchester

@ LEND ME A TENNER AND |
MICHT OVERLOOK THAT FUR
BALL, OTHERWISE IT'S
CURTAINS FOR YOU (AND A
THREE-PIECE SUITE AS WELL).

BEREEE AR AR AR E RN AR AR AN ER SRR RN LR ER R R AR E R RN AR RN F

end your letters (o
‘Tell it to the Bear,’
Mega-Control.
30-32 Farringdon Lane,
London

Llsten scuzzbucket, you've
just gone and ruined a
perfectly good letters page
Before, at least we got decent
replies, now we just get shoved
away. People come to you for
help and you just give them
rude replies. If you do not do
something soon | will come
around to your so-called ‘office’
and blow your backside into
tiny fractions of iguana plop
and feed it to my chickens.

B Pitingson

Clutton

@ LISSEN. PR RUPE GIVES
WELPFUL REPLIES. THE
SORCERESS GIVES HELPFUL
REPLIES. JON RIGLAR GIVES
HELPFUL REPLIES. ME, | JUST
GET THE PSYCHOS TO PEAL
WITH.

Recentlv. I've been trying
various computer
magazines and have come to
the conclusion that [E[§} is the
best. Compared to C&VG and
Crash your magazine is miles
better presented and your style
of reviewing is really good. The
megatapes especially make it
real value for money and I'll
definitely continue buying [Elll
in future.

Rebecca Frith

Northwich

@ YEAH . . . AND YOU PONT
WANT ANYTHING OFF US?
WHATTA GROOVY GIRLIE.

have come up with an
absolutely mega idea. As we
all know, trying to remember




moves on International Karate
Plus is a very hard business and
gets you (@f/*$711 mad. So |
have come up with a piece of
paper to stick over your joystick.
lsn't that amazing! On the piece
of paper you draw eight arrows,
and write in the moves with fire
pressed, put them around the
edges in a different colour,
Chris Sampson

MNorthern Hemisphere

@ DAFT ARTICLE. WHILE
YOU'RE BUSY LOOKIN' AT YER
JOYSTICK TO CNECK YER
MOVES, YER OPPONENT IS
KICKIN' YA IN THE GRUNTIES.
THIS IS THE KINDA GAME YA
GOTTA LEARN
INSTINCTUALLYTIVELY, LIKE,
UNTIL YOU CAN ACT WITHOUT
THINKING, JUST LIKE JIM.

Lcuk ‘ere Kami, you wimpish
puff of walking fur. | ain't
takin’ no lip from you, or any of
your half-witted plonks at [Eli}
But!!! being the cool type of
person | am, I'm pleading with
you to print this letter. If you
don't | shall be forced to
imprison you in the [EE)
dungeons lactually it's Chris
Jenkins' office). Have you seen
the state of it? There's Page 3
Bimbao pictures all over the
floor, not to mention the wall,
and photos of Jim Douglas
stapled to his punch-ball. His
teddy bears carpet the floor
along with his bermuda boxer-
shorts and pink suspenders
(WHAAA .. ?77 = CJ). And to
top the lot he needs a shave.
(Letter degenerates into

meaningless rambling at this
point . . . KB)
Robert “0Old” Trafford
Ashford

@ OK, $0 YA SEEN JENKINS'
BIT OF THE OFFICE. BUT WHAT
WAS THE POINT OF THE
LETTER?

Dear Kami, Oh dear, oh dear,
oh dear! You fools, you
stupid fools. After the mix up
between Football Manager Il
and Tracksuit Manager's
picture in the charts, you make
yet another blunder (this suraly
can not be true — GT). Daley
Thompson's Olympic Challenge
received 72% in the October
edition, then in December you
credit it with 85%. Also, (oh
gawd, not more — GT) you idiots
gave Gold, Silver and Bronze
43% in the review and 70% in
the Charts.

Come on chaps, you can do
better than this.
Michael Gilligan
Bootle, Merseyside

@ IF THEY COULD PO BETTER
THAN THIS, THEY MIGHT
AVOID GOIN' TO THE HOME
FOR WORN-OUT
JOURNALISTS, BUT | RECKON
IT'S TOO LATE TO SAVE THEM.
IF YA KNOW ANYONE WHO
POESN'T MAKE NO MISTAKES,
TELL US. AN’ DON'T SUGGEST
THE POPE.
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Dear Bear, Having recently
purchased a 128+ 2, | was
guite disillusioned to find that
most of the games | used were
in boring old monochrome, and
yet the screen shots on the
game's cover show real groovy
graphics with the words "CBM
64 screen shots’ written
underneath.

Please tell me why we don’t
get Speccy version screen shots
&0 that we know what we are
buying? And secondly, why are
so many of my games sub-
standard in colour, sound and
graphics to the Commodore 64
games?

your contribution fo:

PRAISE
Al you have to

silver plate by security guards.

their copies of

spelt wrong perfectly.

completely true anyway,

my left ear” Seriven
Kempston

sesst, want some money? Us old incorruptibles st [T have got o
Pldﬂmmﬂh...:bqu]mnlﬂth-urmtihr

TO THE SKIES!!

I8 write us the most over the top, excessive, fulsame,
extravagant, exicome letier of praise we've over seen. The most traly
superiative each moath will win ten pounds! Here's the sort of thing we

Ebmnﬂismmuhmandmﬂu%nm
awesome mag that | have my copy delivered to me on a

After reading it (a few years later), | lock it up in my high
security million quid bank vault. How do you write such
amazing pieces of literature? You should all win the Nobe/
MMWWW—&H&-WHMM

Have | bought a bottom of the
market computer ‘cause that's
how | feel? | have a pile of
games | don't enjoy playing.

D Everley
BFPO 16

@ YA DON'T BUY A FIVE YEAR
OLD COMPUTER IF YA WANT
THE LATEST ¢ROOVOID
GRAPHICS, boZY! YA BUY IT
'COS IT'S CHEAP AN' IT'S GOT
PLENTY OF GAMES.

There is only one word to describe your mag — perfect
{understatement of the year). Even the spelling mistakes are

I'm sorry | have underelated so much and | will pay you full
compensation. | am not saying this for the money.*
*Actually | am saying this for the money, but it's still

Antony “Don't try anything, | have a bazooke concealed behind
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gain Again . . . Don’t
worry, you have not
found the pervy

page. Again Again is a new
spiffy software house whose
first release is a game based on
the dead (har har) good cast of
the Munsters.

in case anybody doesn't
know, the Munsters are a bunch
of ‘'normal’ people; Herman is a
version of Frankenstein's
monster, Lilly is the mortician
ike daughter of grandpa the
vampire. Lastly there's Lilly's
son Eddie who according to the
information we received is just
3 crazy mixed up kid (aren’t we
all?). Anyway, if you still want to
know more, watch the flippin’
programme

Of corpse (chuckle) the idea is
a good one for a computer
game, but after a couple of

games, | was plagued with
boredom and close to smashing
the computer to bits in a fit of
frustration. The deadly dull
{guffaw) problem is that the
whole thing is just too hard to
play; you only have a weak
weapon and the ghosts get you
sooooooo quickly that you'll
probably be dying (waaahh ha
ahgh haaa!) to load something
else

Graphically The Munsters is
okay, the main characters that
you move are big, funny and
look like the people (if you can
call them people) from the TV
show.

If yvou're one of those 'Oh |
never miss an episode, it's just

Sound is only a ghost
(haBARF! SHUT UP! - GT) on
the 48K, but there is a sort of
rendition of the theme music all
the way through the game on
the 128.

soo great’ sort of people, you'll
probably enjoy The Munsters
for its tie-in value, but
otherwise, guys-n ghouls (yes |
Considering the difficulty of know that one was bad] it's not
The Munsters, you'll have to waorth raising the monay to buy
spend a good few hours playing  itH
it before you get anywhere
(unless you are
hypermegagameplayerfrom
beyondtimeandspace) and |
think you'll probably have to
have grave (| can’t laugh, I'll
Barf again) determination to
get anywhere. | think that AA,
probably wanted to produce a
game which would test any
gameplayer's skill, but
The Munsters |5
teethgrindingly hard.

-
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movement patterns. The scrol to negotiate
5 smooth, but not flawless with a great deal of care
Whan an alien buvs it, he blows Xenon jus gels better and
up in-a plume of nuke-smoka - better. Aparnt from the end-of
qreat! ievel monsters which are too
Further into the game you'll hard! |Shut up about that and
COME ACros: M !:'”!llr_-fil'._:i:n:_l;_.r‘_!|u-..'_';\|l|-_l GGT)
\placement idden the The 128K sound has be hea
walls and mazre-like structures 1o ke believed, There's

&

Wore

liny. it's
] J'l.lrr.(_“!,fr‘

maar

ally quite
|£.:|i'|r'::".\-q!'\-'.".'

to the Uridium
the aliens
small and maybe
at first,
all animated and
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XENON label- Melbourne Hnuse Author

Lothlorien Prce

£7.95 Memory: 48K/

128K Joystick: Various
_SOUND ]
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Revimwer

Amazing shoot-out
classic! Action! Music!
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Beating that Alien!
This is his movemant pattarn.
Follow the position notes in
order to stay safe. Go to sach
position in turn, and wait until
the bad guy has fired his shots
before moving to the next place
- he can only fire one batch at a
time.
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continual music plaving

astoundingly g Iy soun
effect and & Xp osions and even
4 NEw Tunag When vou oorme
the end of level monster
which 15 too hard (Aaaz

GT)

Even if You re thorougniy
hacked off with spacs g fuTal
outs, Xenon is 8 must-buy
game Not only 15 1t a very
'-1:“.|1;j. CONMVEersion it al
factors still work well on the

Sspec. Marvelious

LASSI(

HINTS AND TIPS
« Take time to
aliens leave

tokens
* Avoid changing 1

wWOork out which

baehind bonus

) ground

based combat if you're not

going to get a token at the
end of it. t's unlikaly that

you'll get out with enough

energy to complete the leve |
 Anticipate the aliens I
movements and shoot the |
last one from each set only I
it's in the clear if you try to !
get a token, you don't want |

to have 1o “"r' into a warzona
to get it
#* Start in the middle of the
screan aliens come from
the top and the bot

Don't get caught unawaras!

ttom




Amiga Version

Spectrum Version
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C64 Version
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Subject to availability.
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LED STORM

Send coupon {and your name and

IC HISVYINS

address) along with a cheque/ i
postal order made payable to: US | gy
Gold Ltd for £7.49. Mark your | [ §

envelope LED Storm Smash Offer.
Offer closes March 30th.

.
€

£1-CC

AAI=™
* VI-I-

Send coupon (and your name and
address) to: Dragon Ninja Smash
Offer, Ocean Software, 6§ Central
Street, Manchester M2 SNS, with
a chegque'postal order for EB8.95
payable to Ocean Software Lid.
Offer closes March J0th.

IC FISVIRG

azzoooom! No
gear-change
worries for LED

Storm drivers. Their cars are
fuelled by super laser-
power turbochargers. Fast
or faster still are the speed
options and running the
other guys off the road is
just a way of life.

It's a tough old life as an
LED driver. You've got to
weave through various
stages of ever-more difficult
terrain. Across capital
cities, through forests,
deserts and icy wastes with
only one goal in mind -
coming first.

US Gold's super-smooth
scrolling game is the latest
in the Capcom range, and if
you're into driving
spectacles (or cars — GT)
this is the game for you. You
hurtle up the screen,
dodging deadly obstacles
and overtaking the other
drivers. You've got to face
all the familiar driving
hazards — but they've been
magnified to futuristic
nightmare proportions. The
van driver who cuts you up

realistically Ocean
manage to reproduce
everyday events like going
to the pub. Dragon Ninja, for
example bears an
uncomfortable similarity to
a trip to the newsagents
round the Sinclair User
offices. You're popping out
for a copy of the Dandy one
minute, and then — zammo!
- you're surrounded by
women in basques kicking
you in the head.

And as a matter of fact,
DN looks a bit of a corker,
by all accounts. It's
converted from the Data
East coin-op which is
regarded by pretty much
everyone in the know as the
best martial arts action
game in ages. And now you
can have your own copy of
the game for a mere £8.95 —
£1.00 less than your usual
ninja experts would have to
pay for it.

Simply karate-chop the

It‘s amazing how

on the Hammersmith
roundabout has turned into
a rabid artic-maniac who
forces you off the road over
the safety barriers down
into oblivion.

Sounds good, yes? Yes.
Well, thanks to our
astounding powers of
wheeler dealings, and the

coupon and in the usual

a cheque for the correct

fact that US Gold are
especially benevolent over
the festive season (when
this is being written) we can
offer you £1.50 off the lovely
rrp (that's recommended
retail price, fact fiends). So
what do you want, a copy of
‘Storm for £7.49 or an old
pair of socks?

T VRN i Y

ALY

amount. And in the
style, send it to Ocean with twinkling of a shiruken,

you'll have a copy.

- DRAGON"NINJA -
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ere we go, here we
go, here we go!
And you can too, if

you're one of the 50 over-
the-moon winners of our
super-saucy CRL
Professional soceer
competition. Professional
Soecer is a management
simulator in which you
have to guide your team
through the four
divisions, then compete in
the FA cup. You can buy
and sell players, choose
your play formations, and
watch graphical
highlights of each match.
Our Tony Dillon liked it a
lot, and so will you if

CRL Professional Soccer
Contest Answers
A) B) C)

NAME.....ccooommsisssissiasssisinnss -

ADDRESS....ccoounens

FEARAEE SRR NN R EEEE R R R

Send your entry to OVER
THE MOON BRIAN
SOCCER CONTEST,
Sinclair User, 14 Holkham
Road, Orton,
Peterborough, PE 2 0UF.

- ——

- -

vou're one of the legions
of fatbovs who are too
lazy to drag themselves
onto the terraces.

FIRST PRIZE in our
SUpEer SoaAraway compo is
a five-day residential stay
in the Bobby Charlton
Soccer School in
Manchester. You'll get on-
pitch training in the basic
skills of tackling,
dribbling and shooting, all
from pro tutors. Travel
expenses to and from the
school, and all meals are
paid for. You'll also get a
copy of the game to take
away with you as a
souvenir,

FIFTY runners-up get a
copy of the game.
All vou have to do is
answer the following
soceer questions, send in
vour entry and wait for
yvour ninety minutes of
glory.
A) What colour is a
football pitch?
1) Green with white
stripes.
2) White with green
stripes
3) A pretty shade of
magnolia
B) What's the name of
Bobby Charlton's
footballing brother?
1) Clarence

2) Dobhin
3) Jackie
C) Which quote was
attributed to Diego
Maradona?
1) Cor blimey, yvou
caught me bang to
rights on that handball
guv'nor
2) It was the hand of
God
3) Me no spikka
Eengleesh
Closing date is February
28th 1989. George Best
and Wayne Smedley,
along with all employees
of EMAP, CRL and the FA
are excluded.
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NOW AVAILABLE ON CASSET]

MELBOURNE

HOUSE

i ITER - SOFTWARE
9.4 Vernon Yard, 1 19 Portobello Road, Latidon W11 2DX - Telephone 01-727 8070 - Telefax 01727 8965
A MEMBER OF THE viRGiN MASTERTRONIC GROUP OF COMPANEES
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ixig hats on—it's RPG time Dragonlance fan, you'll wee
again. Heroes of the Lance  yourself with joy at the prospect

has‘an impeccable of seeing yvour favourite
pedigree; it's an official charactars in computer form
Advanced Dungeons and The characters-are the usual

Dragons scenario based on the motley assortment of elves,
Dragonlance serie of characlars humans, trolls and wizards
and situations. If.all this means Each one is introduced with a
nothing to you, then you portrait, biographical details
arabably won't think much of and. in the 25-page booklet
the game; if however you're a attribute points for

MAIN MENL

Magic user spells

Blerlcal statt spells
se

Take

Give

Drop

Save Game

Restore Game

Exit menu

characternstics such as strength,
intelligence, dexterity and
charnsma

This 15 the first problem with
the game; althoughithe
characteristics obviously
change as you play the game,
vou can’t edit them or define
vour own characters. In that
sgnse, it may be a -’u'{:-plﬂwr‘g
game, but the roles are strictly

defined bv the program

Once “rou ave gonadhrough
the enoi.ously long-winded
multi-stage loading process,
you are ready to begin the
quest. There's a pseudo
mediaeval music theme;
atherwise sound effects are
minimal. The playing screen
shows the ruined city of Xak
Isaroth. Your partyhasto
explore the ruins, recover the
lost Disks of Tsaroth and daa
little !:hr_upg.un:.]

The second big prob with the
game is that while the graphics
are guite ambitious and the
characters well snimated, the
designs are dead boring =
warrior, deman, dwarf, he-hum

and the characters,
backgrounds AND menus are
all white-on-black,
Monochrome is OK if you want

to avoid colour clash, But all
black-and-white, all tha way
through the game? Leave it gut
Bjornthroth

The eight characters of the
party arg shown beneath the
main screan, each with his or
her own strength meter As HaTF]
move 1hruut__1!1 the city, using
joystick or keyboard control to
move left and right, and into or

I::‘::I ¢ .
HHE




out of exits, yvou will soon
realise that you can't get by
without making a map. The
compass to the bottom left
spins to show your currant
tation, and flashes to
indicate any possible directions
if movement.

When you encounter any of
the fearsome monsters [yawn),
ymbat them according

arren

CSINCLAIR USER FEBRUARY 1989

o whal weapons you are

carrying. orhave found along
an choose
centre or low thryst, or a doage
If-yvou carry abow or spearyou
an stick the baddies from a
distance. Unfortunately, therg's
wdication of how much

tha way., ¥You

damage you've done, whicl
makes it a bit difficalt to judge
when to run away, Spe IF'l g of

a high,

analso run or
obstacles

revasses seem o

Hleeinr 10, YOou (
jump gver
thoug
be impassable

I'wo sub-menus allow you to
select further functions such as
TAKE, USE, GIVE and DRQOP:
and to select spells for your
magic users. These include
:-.['.11?”5 to locate traps (Such as
blocks of stone which plummet
from ceilings when you walk
beneath them, curiously like
Psygnosis’ Barbarian); 1o defect
dragon breath (there are‘lols of
ifragons in the lower levels) and
to cure critical wounds

If a character dies, the next
ane dlong automatically takes
over, but you can select a
different.character if vou wish. |
think it's a problem thaugh that
n effect you are controlling
filr'l|"p' one character at a ime, so

certaimn

N SOme q

Lo ldmoon

Strength A
Intelligence
Wisdom
DEKtEFlt%_
Constitution
harisma

I-*F' = J'i"“ Y
I E.-.'.r '-';_'_- e ".'._
S S LV R

W I

Hit points =

you don't get much impression
of controlling an entire party
land yvou certainly don’t see
them all simultansausly in
animatad form ondthe screan)

Y ou can save and reload
james, but basically every ime
yvou play you'll have the same
goals, and all you can hope to
do 15 to score a higher overall
mark

Compared 1o somathing like
The Bard's Tale, Heroes of the
Lance has hmited play app
iHsac

eal
lisappointing cro

2 RPGs and arcade
ydventureas which doesn't maks

the Dest of either genre, thougt

I..lI

1 will probably be enjoyed by

INyoOnRe who is a true devotee of

the onginall

OX

1’mmn

HEROES OF
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THESAM COUPE A ME

It’s Spectrum
compatible but with
more memory,
potentially vastly
superior software,
zappier sound and a
faster processor —and
that’s justthe beginning
... Rupurt Goodwins
wonders, is the SAM
Coupé too good to be

true?

i
ST *_'..g:mui

TM"““”:!#!:}H

Coupe screen in Mode 3 — Hi resolution 512 x 192 pixel display in 4 colour - the BO

column mode.

uestion; If you ve

been using a

Spectrum for

maore than a year

or so. are you
nappy with the way Amstrad have
jeveloped the computer? Or. i
you're a senous user, what about
ihe upgrades avalable? By doing
nothing much to the Speccy apar
from bolting on a disk dnve,
might seem that Mr Sugar 1S
lorcing Spectroids who just want
that littke bit maore into the arms of
Atari and Commodore. One of the
twg things about awning a Spec-
trum used to be the fierce loyalty

that came with the Sinclair logo.
Some people who haven't had

that much trouble keeping going <

are the guys at Miles Gordon
Technology. By producing a range
ol add-ons, and consistently sup-
porting the Speccy through rubber
and plastic. theyve become, by
defauit the keepers of much of the
old Spectrum spirit. A measure of
their success, and pernaps one
showing Sugar what he'd been
missing. is the Plus D disk drive
interface. Despite — because of 7 -
the Spectrum + 3, the MGT addon
is selling ever more strongly and
has helped push the company up
from four men in a broom closet al
the beginning of the year to 15
people in Wales now. and now

Coupe screen in Mode 2 - & times Spectrum ul-ull.llwn

SAM's on the honzon. SAM is
MGT's range of computers, and
the one that's being coyly shown
off to the world bit by bit is the
SAM Coupe. This machineg is
Spectrum compatible, hardware
and software. But it's got more
memory, superior software, zap-
pier sonics, and packs more pro-
cessor punch than any Spectrum
that's yel sean the light of day. It's
got some neal design fealures,
too

the Plus D and the Multiface, but
MGT are ‘talking’ to software
houses about exactly what i
should do. Whatever, il will make
buying software on tape and
transferring to disk for personal
use much easier. There s a ot of
the Plus elsewhere in the mach-
g

At the back is a row of sockets
which between them do the ot
There's a full Midli implementa-
tion, with proper hardware to cope

naun screen in Mode 4 -
paletts of 64 at any pizel.

Starting from the outside, with
features that are yet to be linalised
real SAMs will appear in April
say MGT), the first difference is
that this Coupe is white, It's got a
full keyboard, with 71 alphanu-
meric editing and function keys.
It's similar im height and angle 1o
the +2 gnd +3. In the front edge
are slots for two 3.5" disk drives -
new technology products that are
much smaller and use less power
than but the same disks as ax-
isting drivers. People who buy the
tape based machine will be able to
siot in disks as they want, later

On the side of the machine are
iwo buttons. resel and NMI. This
fast one is much the same thing
as snapshot buttons on things like

The graphics mode with 256 x 192, 16 colours from a

with receive; unlike the 128, +2
and +3. the SAM Coupe will be
able to work properly with syth-
esisers and drum machines. The
same sockels also share a net-
work which will let SAMs chatter
to each other, fast, MGT tlalk
hopelully of software houses writ-
ing games where two SAM users
pit themselves and their machines
against each other — other compu-
ters with networks have yet to see
such ideas take off, but they cos!
more than SAM will

Other coneactions include one
for joystick — this uses the real
standard for wiring but the Interfa-
ce d'number key mapping, nol
Kempston., Not so much of a
problem as it might seem, be-

|




RASPECTRUM AT LAST

cause another socket includes the
full Z80 bus. It's not an edge of the
gircuit board; instead it's a QOL-
style Euroconnector. Euroconnec-
lors are far more reliable. never-
theless MGT have a twister than
takes the SAM bus and turns i
mto & Spectrum-style set of fin-
gers into which can be plugged
Kempston interfaces, VTX mod-
ems, even (with a swift chip
change) the old Plus D disk inter-
face. It seems more compatible
with the +2 than the +2A is
Planned (but not yvet available
for inspection) is the Card Cage.
This is a buffered bus exiender,
that can take many more SAM
expansion cards. MGT have regu-
lar contact with that (once thought
axtinct) creature, the electronic
hobbyist and also the rapidly
evolving beast, the educational
user. The Card Cage should make
the SAM a good ice for small-
scale computing and conirol ex-

periments . . . 85 somaons once
said. “run a power station’
There's a printer slot. This is

neither parallel nor senal, instead
MGT' s will bera ‘'smart cable’ with
either a Centronics or HRS5232
lump in it. The big plan behind this
is o keep the cost of the base
model down without making it too
expensive for those with printers,
Mouse and lightpen sockels are in

Spectrum progams so perhaps
we'll see Operation Wolf running
side-by-side with Tasword 2.

Still more memory — with no
particular imit ~ can be plugged
into the back of the computer via
the extension socket. Due 1o
some smart design, such memaory
will not only be treated by the
computer as if it was inlernal
{removing the need for compli-
cated swilching schemes), it will
also run a good 50% faster than
the real internal silicon. There is,
similarly, no sensible limit to the
number of Roms that can be
plugged into the computer through
the standard expansion

Whatever, the new BASIC will
be able to cope with the new
screen modes. As well as a Spec-
trum-compatible is-that-a-colour-
clash-gr-has-the-alien-been-sick
mode, there's a 512 x 192 pixel
option that can give BO characters
of more across the screen, That's
in four colours; the other modes
give two colours per line of eighi
pixets or a free choice of colour for
each pixel in standard Speclrum
256 x 192 rasolution,

It's much better than that, actu-
ally, since SAM has a 64-
colour palette. Each of the 16
normal Spectrum colours (eight
standard, eight bright} can gb
assigned one of the 64 palette

cific Integrated Clreult. Naver say
ain't educational. The SAM
Coupe BASIC containg some
3000 logic gales — thats the
equivalent of over 130 of the old
style black caterpillar chips found
in older, less desirable compulers
In all the video stuff, most of the
input'output circuitry and large
chunks of Plus-D design
S0 what? Well, the Plus-D has
been out in the big wide nasty

B} Coupe sersen emulation Mode 1. In front of the Coupe - many of the chips will
disappeat with the production of customised components.

as standard 100, although the
standards they follow are MGT's
own. Inside the computer, there’s
a lot of memaory: 256K of Ram —on
just two chips — and 64K of
Rom. The Ram can be upgraded
by plugging in two more chips o
512K, and the BASIC - based on
BetaBasic and likewise written by
Andy Wright will address all the
memory directly. It will be poss:-
ble, claim MGT, to have a BASIC
program that thLv, the memaory

without the programmer having to
worry about overlays or Ram-
disks. And even more starling the
SAM will be able to hold up to four
programs in memaory and switch
between them at the touch of a
key. This will

include  existing

USER FEBRLM

ARY 18EE

shades in any mode, even the
Spectrum-compatible one. And
SAM can switch paleftes at the
end of any display line and thera

are 192 of these, so the full 64

colours can be displayed
onscreen with the minimum of
software magic. It's even possible
io switch screen mode on to line,
paving the way for adventures
with a really good text area along
the bottomn and hot graphics at the
top.

All of the SAM circuitry that
matters lives in one chip. Custom
chips used to be called ULAs, for
Uncommitted Logic Arrays, but
this Years buzzword is ASIC
Unfortunately, it's pronounced a-
sick, standing for Application Spe-

world for a while now, and the

bit. Howewver, the Ram shares
tirme with the video circuitry, so the
effective speed ol the computer
will only be aboul ten percent
above the oid Spectrum. BASIC
will be lots faster though, as it runs
from Rom when the processor
can go at the full BMHz.

Sound is quite a bit different. As
well as the old Speccy Boop
circult, the SAM Coupe uses a
Philips chip to provide six voices
in stereo. This comas off the TV

B} No - the oscilloscope is not the Coupe screen display.

circuitry hds been debugged and
proved. So, for a change, the new
circuits in the Coupe have been
propetly tested betore they hit the
sireal, And {of course) the SAM
Coupe will be compatible with the
format of the Plus D, which has
atready attracted no little software
effort. Andy Wright has said that
there s no real problerm in writing a
Spectrum 0 SAM Basic conver-
ter, and MGT feel such a thing
important, so the disk organisers,
menuing and doctroing programs
that already exist should feel right
at home. Also in the ASIC is the
circuitry to squeeze megabytes of
Ram into the Z80's meagre 64K
capability. Like the +3, it can
arrange things so that operating
systems like CP/M will work; it can
also make a chunk of Ram appear
like Rom. This opens the way for
owners of Speccies to Save their
Rom {0 tape, Load it into SAM
and tumn the thing into a true
Spectrum clone without MGT in-
curring the wrath of the boys from
Brentwood

And talking of Spectrum com-
patibifity Based on lests
they've done, MGT expect a soft-
ware compatibility Tigure of about
80% on pure machine-code
games. Of course, withoul a prop-
er Speccy Rom things that try and
use il to Print io the screen won'l
work, unless people do the trick
with the tapes mentioned above
Hardware compatibility should be
as good, if not better. And when it
comeas o speed, SAM will have
the edge. It' got a ZBOB running at
6MHz, instead of the original
ZB0OA tromping along at 3 and a

speaker (though not in surroundi-
sound) or through the back of the
computer o headphones or an
amplifier. Like this. the fact that
the chip can pan sound from left 1o
right and back again will no doubt
be made brain-scramblingly ob-
vipus

Harking back to the good old
Spectrum days, thera will ba two
manuals. The first will be a slim
lome, for beginners and games
merchanis only. The second hel-
tier tome will be a full BASIC
reference, together with in-depth
technical hardware and software
information. The world is ull of
people who taught themselves
computing from the back of an
old-style Sinclair manual, many of
whom went on 0 wrile some
classic games,

MGT are at pains o sell the
SAM Coupe as not a Spectrum
cione. No Spectrum can run four
games al once, 5o it looks like
they're right, likewise the extra
screen modes, modern disk sys-
tern and sensible design make
them seem like the good guys
They talk to users (many of whom
have been involved in specitying
parts of SAM), they go to Micro-
fairs. And perhaps more than any-
thing, they've got the old Sinclair
fire buming. How much ol this is
all going 10 tum out 0 be that
other Sinclair innovation, adv-
anced salesmanship, 1s nol clear
but the chances look excellent for
the SAM Coupe o make il onto

the road. And soon. Keep the
faith! Hupert
Goodwins
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# % Rk kR kR kR v SIXPACK VL3 AR A AR ARk kRS SPECTRUM COMPILATIONS AhkAAAAAA AT AN AAN
* ®  Ghosts and Goblins, Living Daylights, ~ #* THE [N CROWD » 50LID GOLD *
» DOUBLE DRAGON : Paperboy, Dragons Lair, Escape Singers : PLATOON TARGET RENEGADE Gountiet, Ace of Aces, Leaderboard, * Pacmania ..................B.50
: £6.50 - Castle, Enduro Racer 4 COMBAT SCHOOL -4 Winter Games, Infilirastor ~~ *® Blood Valley..................2.99
. * WOW MEGA GAME ALL § %  GRYZOR PREDATOR - POCKET MONEY PRICE £5.00 Mind Fighter .... 5.95
. * FOR ONLY £6:39 * BARBARIAN * % WestBank.............299
+ OPERATION WOLF » %  CRAZY CARS KARNOV * # Venom Strikes Back......2.99
. £6.00 * COIN OP CONNECTION #  CASTLES PRICE £8.95 » % North Star ..o 299
» #  Breakthrough, Express Raider, Metro R R R Rt R R R R R ¥ Eriahtviars 2 49
* st Croda, Gryutal Cates 10 GREAT GAMES VOL 2 TR0 SN 568 HTS ot LT
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. £6.75 " Autweidersehen H‘Fﬂ'- , Deatl Rastan, Arkenoid Il, Bubble Bobble, 4 S.I_I}._i ............................. 6.50
= » Wish 3, Jack the Nipper 2, Samurai Legend of Kage, Slap F & Trivial Pursuits Baby
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» *  \ntKarate +, Renegade, Rampage,  110gY, Comvoy Raider, Basil the Gareat WOW! MEGA PRICE! £895 & BoOMmer ........................ 5.95
* THUNDERBLADE * Barbavians, Super Spdint Mouse Detective, Thing Bounces Back, & Trivial Pursuits Trilogy .3.95
* £6.99 a SPECIAL PRICE £6 39 The Final ﬁgngl; The Duck % FernandezMust Die.....6.50
* * x
* * SUMMER GOLD x
» AFTERBURNER = 128K GAMES 10th Frame, Rebel Planet, Dambusters,  __ THE PRESTIGE COLLECTION
* E£6.99 : Advanced Art Studio ................ 16.98 Bruce Lee, Beachhead 2, Impossible Eidolon, Rescue on Fractulys, Ball 4
: g E::FEPawr ks 1?23 Miss Blazer, Koronis Rift :gnan:-f. Skimmer w200
# HELL FIRE ATTACK # g 74 FOR ONLY £399 ectchigenfin s -
» £6.50 % LinteComputer People.... 595 GAME, SET AND MATCH I Tomoset.... 100
» ' BallBlazer w195 Match Day I, lan Bothams Test Match, 3 Thing Bounces Back 250
4 BATMAN Ii T R L e, N 29 Basket Master, Track and Field, Super ARCADE ALLEY 4 The Train 100
* £6.25 » Bedlam v 385 Hang:On, Superbowl, Winter Olymoiad, iRl L
* * Desertats............ e 889 88 Steve Davis Snookes, Nick Faldo  PYEE LI L PEEEESEL g
» #  Barry McGuigan AR | Plays the Open ‘c SSHJEE FOR £1.99 x
IS S S Ss s RRR & 8k 24 ﬁ'rereTmegtondS.r.ll WEERRY . FOR ONLY £8.95 A : EEREYEEEYAEEEEEEY

R £5.00 IS 50p, OVER £5.00 IS FREE. OVERSEAS £2.00 PER TAPE.
OFF THIS CHRISTMAS COME TO THE PROFESSIONALS

CTRly wHEN ORDERING

SALE

We hope all our
customers had a very
Merry Christmas and

were satisfied with
the service they
received from us. We
would like to thank
you for your
continued support,
understanding and
patience with us due
to the lack of
professionalism
shown to us by the
post office.

We look forward to
dealing with you all
throughout the

forthcoming year.

Many thanks
S5 A Beech
Managing Director.

6 PACK HIT PACK
Into Eagles Nest, Batty Ace, Shockway
Rider, Light fores, Inter Karate

ALL SIX GAMES £40¢

KNIGHT ORC
A Kind of Magic, Loosad Orc, Hordes of
the Mountain King

RRP £14.35 OUR PRICE £6.95

TRIO HIT PACK

RAP £49.95 OUR PRICE £350

SUPREME CHALLENGE
Ace 2, Elite, Starglider, Tetris, Sentinal

ONE OF OUR FAVOURITES £9.00

UNBELIEVABLE ULTIMATE
Trans Am, Lumar Jot Man, Jet Pack,

Pssst
QUR PRICE £2.00
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SOFTWARE THAT'S

HARD TO BEAT

A range of powerful programs for the ZX Spectrum computers. Use the coupon below and send
today for our free, comprehensive brochure. Quality, perfarmance and great value for money.

7¥ 48K SPECTRUM  ZX SPECTAUM 128  ZX SPECTAUM .7 IX SPECTRUM -3

T A S W 0 R D Nstthe Bttt ottt

TASWORD

PLUS THREE
The Word Processor Cassette £13.00  Cassette £13.90  Cassette £13.90 Disc £19.95

Power, flehility and easa of use have given Tasword an enviable

reputation for performance and unbeatable value for money. Each version TASWORD TAS-SPELL
i5 packed with usetul features and is specifically designed 10 make o
maxumum use of the memaory and keyboand Eyout T H H E E F‘Lu THHFF

TASWORD: power, wersatility and performance. The definitve word Microdrive £16.50 - e, Spapeei
processor for the 7X Spectrum J, f‘H th

TASCALC TASCALC
_ TheSpmadshﬂ{t CALC TASCALC SCALC PLUS THFIH
At last! A comprehensive spreadsheat for the 2X Spectrum. A full warking

spreadsheet of 52 columns by 157 rows ta process and evaluate numerca Not available Cassette £17.95 Cassette £17.95 Disc £19.95
data. Advanced Teatures nchade vanable column widths, on screen help
interactive promp1s and a full range of formala functions

TASPRINT SPRINT
The Style Writer SPRINTETASPRINTEMTASPRINT PLUETHHH

Print Tasword output in a range of five impresswe print styles, The Tasprint
lettening i twice the height of normal dot matrix output Cassette £9.90 Cassette £9.90 Casserte £9.90 Disc £19.95

TASPRINT PLUS THREE features 25 fonts AND a FONT DESIGNER Microdrive £1.40  Microdrive £11.40  Microdrive £1.40

TAS-SI1LGN : S Vi
TAS-SIGNJTAS-SIGNEMTAS - SIGNJTAS

The Sign Maker
Produce and print your own signs, poasters, banners and large notices to
et your llvaSaLl across with maximum impact, Add a new dimension to Mot available Cassette £17.95 Cassette £17.95 Disc £19.95
-.-u r|1-|| trix printer. Prints signs, posters and banners with letters al

amy height ‘f:-m ome inch 1o the full width of the paper

TASCOPY
The Screen Copier TASCOPY SCOPYRTASC YR TASCOPY
Screen copy software for the RSZ37 output en 2X Interface 1
F..g;-':;_' permanent and IMprEssive ecards of your SCTEEN PICTUNES using Cassette £9.90 Cassette £9.90 Cassette £9.90
fther the monachrome or “grey-s 50 r ware where the screen colours Microdrive £11.40 Microdrive £1.40 Microdrive £11.40
are printed with differning dot 1pnx S 10 give & shaded represantation of
the ‘1|m|lr M SCTEEn colours

TASMNIDE TASWIDE
TheScreenSnet:hEr TASWIDE TASWIDE TASWIDE PLUS THREE
IX Spectrum 48K 128K+ 2: obtain B4 or 32 characters per line on the

screen. Works in 48K mode only Cassette £5.50 Cassette £5.50 Cassette £5.50 Disc £9.95
ZX Spectrum +3: giwes 3 better sizes on screen — 64, 42 and 32 per line

TASMAN PARALLEL PRINTER INTERFACE Parallel printer
& low cost means to link your Spectrum 10 any printer fitted wath the cable £9.95
Centronics standard parallel interface. Supplied complete with cablg, £29.90 £29.90 £29.90 R5232 cable
driving software for LLIST and LPRINT and screen copy software for mast 14 &0

diol matrix printers "-'-rr-nann-P-w.h 46K AND 128K 7X Spectrums

Not available

MASTERFILE B\ s TERFILE
PLUS THRETE PLUS THREE
The Database a -

Accomplish your home and business fling with ease and elegance using
MASTERFILE PLUS THREE. A sophisticatad menu-drven data filing, storage
and retrieval system. Data stored with MASTERFILE PLLYS THREE may be
axported for use with Taswaord Plus [hree

PERFECTION IN PROFESSIONAL SOFTWARE
If you donof want to cut this magazine, simply write out your order and post 1o; TASMAN SOFTWARE, DEPT SU, SPRINGFIELDHOUSE, HYDE TERRACE, LEEDS LSZ 5LN
it et et el g s e e et e i S e TRy pteadl i domten B Dinoas ol S debe e o o Wi geits S Ty - =1
| enclose & chequePl made payable 10 TASMAN Soitwara Lid OR charge my ACCESSAVISA number: _ Epult |
| MAME -~ i R s, e | ks BESS TN S ITEM PRICE
| ApoREsS. e¥p T ; - |
| e e =t i ¥
| "l e e, Y ST e o : { =
J= —= Lk ligy g = 'y 4’ frfl oo et Outside Europe 1|1|1‘ 00 per wem airmail { |
g | Tebaphane AccessVisa onders: Leeds (0537 438301 9 f e ki e ._.! S gl
Piegse send me g FREE Tayman tiochune descriwg voul prodicts i 2X Spectrm+ 3 D ZX Spectium 48KN2BK(+2 | | IBM#metmd PL || Amatrad PON D Ameirad CH u arremotdore &4 | | 5
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: SINCLAIR! |

COMPILED FOR
SINCLAIR USER

BY GALLUP

*’ ! FOD
i i e
* | YMPI N 1
* MAI ]
* | _
Bk i ot S inton ol _ s S "
STREW RTWPE e P REAMS £9 ¥ Toow B
9 |RE  OUT RUN SEGA-US GOLD £8.99 90%| * ]
| tace game COIn-Op ConY : ‘. —
10 \NEW! AIRBORNE RANGER MICROPROSE £9.95 72% | e {
jrierasting but not staggering military sim I j
111(17)  TAITO COIN-OPS e Y 1
Good value package of good and had convs * -
12 |(4) TRACK SUIT MANAGER : GOLIATH £9.95 63%| .
The managerial gama your Speccy has been waiting for CHART COMMENT —
13 |NEW! RETURN OF THE JED| DOMARK £9.95 60%| — o'
1 Faithiul bul unin ring coin-op cony u Q'El'h staying all pre
W[ BOADBLASTERS G o i B it
jea-lpoking coin-op eonversion with both racing & shaokin surprisingly I1u-|cilu =*;‘ :, I:H, E
GAME SET AND MATCH 2 OCEANE12.9584%| ' * ™ ' Aot
g collechon ol sporty QEmMEes
16 |(6) TYPHOON 2 OCEAN £7.95 72%
Jat tighter arcade game pod bit of blasting but try Defore you by
!’ETEH BIdEQEPSEEY‘s FOOTBALL GRANDSLAM £8.95 34%
18 |NEW! FISTS'N THROTTLES ELITEL72.9974%
GOLD SILVER ANDBRONZE, US GOLD£74.9970%
X MARTECH £9.99 mﬂi

Dl e e
o0 (19 WIGEL MANSELL'S SRAND T
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HOT FULL PRIC
t"s pratty obvious which four
re going to be at the
y next month, but wherea's

ot Expect a top ten

Y ext time around, expeact

to fall, but who

~an say which of the four
higgies will take its place. We
it expectantly

DV,
MIWMM

NEW! PHU SKATE

CHART COMMENT —
FULL PRICE

Dean.r me, it just goes to show
that you take no notice of
reviews at all doesn’t it. The
disastrous Double Dragon in at the
top, beating, of all things,
Cperation Wolf, Afterburner and R
Type! Elsewhere, not much
happening, though COut Run
surprises everyone by making a re-
entry. You just can’t keep a bad
game down

o SKAT EBOARD SIMULATOR
NEW! INTERNATIONAL UG

Haven't we soan

AN FIVE A SIDE

hal, e
nlertainin 3 overhead footbail Qame

Fnornnusa OF THE

Unusua
angle on a toothall LT

- GHOSTBUSTERs

W looks ||".]

e et NUGBY SIMULATOR

L T T sﬂ

CODE MASTERS £1.99 789,
CODE MASTERS £1.99 28¢,

KIKI f? 99 851:-;

SRRy o YWY
MASTEHTHUHI[‘.‘ £7. 99 Eiﬂ%'



= gr—

IMILRNSIIPS:

t. SINC-USER

bt PHONE ORDERS WELCOME

SALE - SALE - SALE

COMPUTERS
SINCLAIR PC-200 IBM COMPATIBLE : . £200.85
SPECTRUM 12842 PLUS JOYSTICK+GAMES £134.95
SPECTRUM 128+3 » JOYSTICK+GAMES £194.50

AMSTRAD 464 « 17 GAMES # JOYSTICK »
COLOUR MONTOR : £284.50
MOND VERSION £194.50
AMSTRAD 6128 » 17 GAMES » JOYSTICK
COLOUR MONITOR £304.50
MOMO VERSION £294.50
SAGA/TOMMANDER KEYBOARD UPGRADE £54.95

AMETRAD B128 - COLOUR MOMNITOR - TV TUNER - COMPUTER
DESK - CLOCK RADID - 17 PROGRAMS + JOYETICK £499.95
AMSTRAD 464 (A5 ABOVE) £380.85

DISC DRIVES & ACCESSORIES

WAFADRIVES "NEW* NO GUARANTEE. .. : . £13.00
B WAFAS 2- el ]
15-:1 3" BLANK LABELS ¥ap

£69.95
I:rlsr_‘-':PLE + 3% Drive- only £169.85
*PLUS D £59.95
*PLUIS T+ 3% Drive onky £159.95
PICK-POKE-T (PLUS-DY E14.99
J%" DISC CLEANER D6.88
T DISC CLEANER £9.95
I (20040) LOCKABLE DISC BOX ET.50
/3w (B0/0) LOCKABLE DISC BOX £8.95
MICADORIVE EXTENSION CABLE £6.95
WAFA CENT OR SERIAL CABLE £13.99
10-CF2 3 MAXELL/AMS DISCS £18.85
10-3%" 5500 SONY DISC £14.99
MICRODANVE CARTRIDGE (4 Pack £A.95) eaf1.89

WECRODANE BOX E4.99

FERGLUISOM MC-09 TV/MON INC+3/+2 LEAD ; .. E209.90
PHILIPE MED:. RES COLOUR MOMITOR INC+3/42 LEAD . E199.95
+3 or +2 SCART MONITOR LEAD £9.95
TV/COMPUTER LEAD £1.58 HDUTY £1.99

PRINTERS/INTERFACES

AMSTRAD 21680 INC +3 PRINT LEAD ...
PANASONIC HX-P1081 INC +3 LEAD
STAR LC-10 MONO £229.95 .. . COLOUR £268.00

CANCN PW1080AGDCPS £159.85
CIMZEN 1200/PARALLEL £149.95
+LALSO NEW VERSION +2 PRINTER LEAD £9.95
KEMPSTON ‘E' INTERFACE E3T.85
MULTIPRINT BY RR EIT.50
LPRINT 3 NC. SER OR CENT LEAD £37.50
DI-PAPER ROLLS-S £9.95
ALPHACOM 32/ TMEX THERMAL PAPER-5 £9.95
INTERFACE 1/SERIAL INTERFACE £9.95
DPUS CENTROMNCS LEAD £9.95
UTILITIES
ADVANCED ART STUDID (128) : £34.85
ARTEST 0 (128) £17.85
ARTEST Il |48) E14.85
AATEST B 4 3 (NOW IN £17.50
ART STUDID E14.58
CPM [+3) SYSTEM E27.50
HISOFT DEVPAC +3 E17.95
HISOFT BASIC +3 £26.95
HISOFT T 43 £27.00
HISOFT PASCAL +3 £33.00
HESOFT DEVPAC 48128 E13.85
HISOFT BASIC 48/128 E22.85
HSOFT T 48128 £23.00
HISOFT PASCAL 48/128 £2300
MASTERFILE 43 £26.95
MASTERFILE 48128 £14.85
TASWORD 2 48K E12.90
TASWORD 3 (MICRODRIVE) £15.50
TASPRINT [CASS) £8.90 WD) £9.90
TASCOPY (CASS) £8.90 WMD) £9.50
TASWIDE 44K £4.50

JOYSTICKS & INTERFACES

CHEETAH 125 + £7.50
MACHT +......... £12.50
KOND{ SPEEDKING ?a INTERF#CE ..E18.85
CUACKSHOT Il 4 DUAL PORAT IF g £18.95
SPEC + 2 JOYSTICK ADAPTER £31.99
KEMPSTON +2/+3 INTERFACE £7.95
DE-SINGLE PORT IFF. . . v oo ES5.05 DUAL £9.85
DATEX HAMDBLASTER & INTERFACE . ... e, b .£8.95
ALIEMN BLASTER - QUALITY HFGFIDSMTEHED £6.98
TWO-FACE 2 WAY MOTHERBOWRD

NG, JOYSTICK COMMECTOR/ON-OFF £16.95
KONIX NAWGATOR o E14.50

GRAPHICS & SOUND DEVICES

AN MOUISE & AMY ART

KEMPSTON MOUSE TOOLKIT : EW.H
TROJAN LIGHTPEN 48K £19.95 +2 £19.95
TROJAN +3 LIGHTPEN L EXRLES
DE-SPECTRUM LIGHTPEN £14.95
GRAPH PRO+LAST WORD+L/PEN £29.95 43 3788
*CHEETAH SPECDRUM-NGITAL DRLIM £29.95
SPECORUM SYSTEM Il £4.99 LATIN DRUIM £4.89
D=3 CHANNEL SOUND £29.95
CHEETAH MIDI| INTERFACE ...E48.85
AAM MUSIC MACHINE .. ... ... £48.50
CHEETAH S0UND SAMPLER £44.85
VIDEZX OGITIZER. £29.95

MODEMS & BACK-UP DEVICE

VT-5000 MODEM .

PRESM MODEM 1000 Reguires, |F tH.IE
MULTIFACE 1 £37.50 48/128 £42.95
MULTIFACE 3 THRLU-PORT ....L46.50
BUS EXTENDER £4.85
PROTECTIVE COVER
SPECTRUM PLUS £4.99 IX SPEC . 499
SPECTRUM PLUS 243 .., ... E5.89
DMP 20002 160/3000 PRINTER £6.85

ALL COVERS STOCKED - CALL US

10 POT-LUCK SoFrware rrmes £50 £19.95

SPARES & REPAIRS

SPEC 48 POWER SUPPRLY £9.95 1288 £12.85
SPEC + MEMBRAME £8.95 In £159
DUSPEC + SERVICE MANUAL (EUR+E2) £26.95
188-48K |JPGRADE KIT £34.50
SPEC +2 REPAIR £24.95 INSP+ £16.95
4164 MEM CHIPS £1.25 4118 £1.00
EDUCATIONAL SOFTWARE 5-8YR
TOPS AND TAILS £8.95
MACMAN AND THE GREAT ESCAPE £8.85
MACMAN'S MAGIC MIRROR 1
MACMAN I THE TREASURE CAVES £8.85
SUNFLOWER NUMBER SHOW £7.95
COUNT WITH OUVER £8.95
HERE & THERE WITH MR MEN £10.95
FRET STEPS WITH MA. MEN £10.95
CASTLES & CLOWNS 895
SNAPPLE HOPPER £8.95
PIARATE £9.50
ANIMATED MATHS £8.95
ASTRO MATHS £7.99
WORD GAMES WITH MR, MEN £10.05
GIDDY GAMES SHOW £10.95
MASTER WORD £1.99
LOOK, SHARP £6.95
READ-AIGHT AWAY £7.95
SNAPPLE HOPPER +3 £15.99
WORDS AND PICTURES +3 £18.95
CASTLES AMD CLOWMS +3 E15.59
TOPS AND TARLS +3 E15.99
MEW SUPER 5 PACK £1245

MAKE A FACE KINDER COMP - ALPHABET 200 - FRACTION FEVER
KIDS ON KEYS - 1 TITLE MAY BE SUBSTITUTED

PART EXCHANGE WELCOME
CREDIT TERMS AVAILABLE - APR 329%

DATARECORDERS &
ACCESSORIES
DATACORDER WITH +3 o 48/128 LEAD .50
SPEC +3 CASSETTE LEAD £2.09 48128 £1.59
HEAD ALIGNMENT KIT (SPEC) ; £6.95
HEAD CLEANER & FLUD . £3.59
I
v MICHOELASTEH

| 1495 ) ONLY .00 * 8w MICRO-
SWITCHED
* DUAL FIRE

DEALER ENQUIRIES WELCOME

TASWORD +2 £12.90
TASCALC (128+2) E16.95
TAS-SIGN 128 E16.85
TASWORD +3 £17.95
TAS-SPELL +3 £17.95
TASCALC +3 E17.95
TASPRINT +3 £17.85
TAS-SIGN +3 E17.85
TAS-WIDE +3 £8.95
DESKTOP PUBLISHER DESCIPLINE/PLUS 'D £37.80

JWER™ | SELECT FROM
| THE LISTS ABOVE

| OR SEND 57p P+P
FOR FREE PRICE

LISTS Sin e

&
uuﬂe ““"'"mtf-

MAIL ORDER PRICES ALSO

OFFERED TO PERSONAL CALLERS
PRODUCING THIS ADVERTISEMENT

Postage and Packing

+3DISCSOFTWARE

BEST OF ELITE VOL B £11.05
CARRIER COMMAND £11.85
DARKSIDE . . .. £11.95
FOOTBALL MANAGER B £11.95
GARRELD £11.85
GAUNTLET 0 E11.85
GUILD OF THIEVES £11.95
ARl WARRIORS £11.95
MAGMNIFICENT 7 £11.85
QUTALIN £11.95
OVERLORD £11.85
PAWN £11.85
PLATOON £11.85
STAR RAIDERS I £11.95
STARGLIDER £11.95
SUPER 5K £11.55
TAITOS COIN COLLECTION £11.85

ARCADE SOFTWARE

BITERMATIVE WORLD GAMES Er.me
ARCADE CLASSICS £1.99
BARDS TALE £o.68
BEYOND ICE PALACE £7.89
CHUBBY GRISTLE ET.85
CYBERMOID 11 [8.58
DALEY THOMPSON OLYMPC CHALLENGE £o.85
EARTHLIGHT £7.85
FOX FIGHTS BACK £
GARY LINEKAR SUPERSKILLS £6.50
GAME OVER 2 £6.50
GAME SET MATCH 2 E10.85
GAMES, THE 8.99
HISTORY IN THE MAKING £17.99
HOPPING MAD £.9
LAST MIMJA 2 £10.85
LIVE AND LET DIE £8.99
MASTERTROMIC ‘MEGAPLAY £9.50

NEW TITLES SENT ON DAY OF RELEASE

ALL OUR PRICES
INCLUDE VAT.

UK. - Under £50 add £2.00 Under £100 add £5.00
Over £100 add £10 Courier Delivery
Full price shown covers carriage.

Europe -
Non-European add 5%

OVERSEAS: We reserve the right to charge carriage

at cost.

speC! . q LOMWBARD
BN O

WE HAVE OVER 1000 TITLES IN STOCK
37 Seaview Road, Wallasey, Merseyside L45 40N

630 5306 HOTLINES
DS‘I-ESB 2714 FAX. NUMBER

051-691 2008 MAIL ORDER HOTLINES

Offers subject to availability. All prices subject to
change without notice. All prices include VAT.

24 Hr. CBE%S%&OE“&UUIRIES
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arilinaaa, Agua
Mariiiinaaal Yes folks,
it's return of the

Stingray-esque game and this is
the maost Stingray-ish game |'ve
ever played. This Stingray feel
is produced because: i} It's
under water. ii) The animation
is dreadful. iii} It somehow
manages to look quite good. iv)
It gets tedious after

YOU'vE Seen
It once.

Your mission is to find four
somethings before storming
the installation where the evil
what'stheirnames are leading
their domination of the world's
air and shipping lanes. Nothing
original there eh? So, you set
off in your NATO designed
Aguaslashkickmain kill-a-tron,
and what do your find? Well, no
Aquaphibians for a start, which
shattered my illusions about
Stingray, but to make it worse,
the graphics are badly handled
s0 the game guickly becomes
uninterasting.

The sprites for all the enemies
are very slow to get anywhere
near you, but considering that
you also move at around 1 mile
ever zillion yars, and your
torpedoes also move at roughly
half the speed of Sylvester
Stallone’s

brain (we are talking
SLOW here) there is not much
in the way of eyeball dangling
action. The sound coming over
the hydrophones — nol speakers
{sorry it's just another attack of
the Stingrays) is wimpish
beyond belief. Beeps and farts
don’t come into it here, we are
talking clicks, and nothing else.
You have to move your ship
very, very precisely or you'll
just end up dead on the first few
screens every time, just like me
Atlantis have a knack of
producing good looking games
iremember The Sceptre of
Bhagdad) but should include
more interasting features in this

e e

some people guite like simple
games (even if they are mind
bogglingly boring)l

game. A few different weapons
wouldn't go amiss.

Below average even for a
budget game, | personally
wouldn't recommend it, but

FAX BOX

bel: Atlantis
:GUﬂEgE: ?Fiai'; Mamory: 48K/ 128K
ous il

LSt don’t be fool€
aphics

e ¥

by the nice gr
-

T




B - L. ]

T

v

- -

-

i

|

Professional Soccer is the

same as every other football
managerial game on the
market., Start in the bottom
division with the aim to both get
promoted and win the FA cup
each season, buy and sell
players to improve your téam's
statistics and basically enjoy
getting beaten six nil by Aston
Villa in the FA Cup semi finals

The game employs a fairly
original control system. The
whole game is run via a small
box in the bottom right hand
corner which contains up to six
small boxes, each one
representing an available
option. These range from the
obvious such as load, save, buy/
sell, tables/scores to the not so
obvious player info and the
downright mysterious team
centre

Each of the players in the
game, and there are quite a lot
of them, has some kind of
detailed record. This includes

I n its basic elements,

Erighton (@)

age, health and best position, as
well as any outstanding points,
such as good penalty taker. At
the bottom 1s a set price which
you pay to buy the player
should he be up for grabs

The team centre is where all
the interesting things take
place. Two options are available
to you in the team centre. One is
formations. This is where you
get to choose which of the eight
possible formations you'd like
the team to play in, ranging
from the regulars such as 3-4-4
and 4-3-4, to 5-2-4.

The other option, you
remember | mentioned two, is
the selection option. The screen
display changes into three
windows. The left hand
window, which takes up half of

the screen, shows your players
and all their statistics. The top
right hand window shows a
graphical representation of the
formation, showing all the
ampty slots. Use left and right
to move the flashing cursor to
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an empty spot, press fire and a
bar will appear highlighitn one
of your players. Move this up
and down to select the player
you want in that particular
position, and press fire to put
him thare. It's that easy.

The players are quite well
detailed, each having four
impaortant statistics. These are
defensive, midfield and
attacking scores out of 25 and a
fithess rating as a percentage.
The player's position is listed as
well, as either G for goalie, W
for winger, C for centre and M
for midfielder. When selecting
your team you have to try for
the highest possible score for
the position the man plays. A
defender with a high attack
gscore is 8 bonus, not a must.

So, you've done all your good
deeds and you're up against the
opposition in a blood-thirsty
battle between 22 savages all
fighitng for glory, or as we
know it soccer. For most of the
match, the screen shows all the

HOME

i 64

100
100

1909

players on screen for each team
along with the score and the
time. Unlike previous games,
the time runs in three minute
steps, 30 in all. Just like Football
Manager, the game shows
highlights of the match as they
happen. These are quite
entertaining to see, though they
can become boring. Thankfully,
thay can be turned off.
Graphically, they ain't bad
however. They're far more
realistic than FM2, though still
have a long way to go before
they come close to, say,
Matchday 2.

It's hard to get started,
granted, but that's how it
should be. Remember, you are
a struggling fourth division
team. The only way you can get
better is by buying better

players and to buy batter
players, you have to get monay '
and the only way you can get
any moneay is to sell poor
players

Visually, PS is pretty cool
Various sizes of lettering and
good clean windows make it
even more attractive than
Tracksuit Manager's layoutl

ARCADE
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REVIEW
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PROFESSIONAL FOOTB@I.I. labe

Author: Kevin Brice, David l.aﬂf:h Price
£8.95 Memory: 48K/128K Joystick: Va-

imple but fun footy
with some really nice
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SUSAINE B ALy

D. came over to me
Euday and spake thus;
‘Ubi Soft’, So, thinking that
he was talking in some weird
Devonshire accent, | hurled a
desk at him to prove that, really.
I'm that "ard. This was when it
struck me that what he probably
meant was Ubi Soft. So |
untangled the package from the
remaining mess of limbs, and
found Skateball.
Skateball is a Rollerball-

o nrn ﬁ“\‘ﬁ"‘

esque sport sim and is Ubi
Soft's debut in the Spectrum
software world. The rules are
simple: Score goals, slash,
skate, maim, skate, kill, score
more goals . . .

You have three team
members, only one of which
can play at any time, and the
idea is simply to score goals.
You also have a goal keeper
{computer controlled) which
seems to have been
programmed to let the players
get the ball into the nat with the
minimum of hassle and
obstruction. The bad
goalkeepers are one of only two
real faults with the game. The
other point worthy of making a
note of is that your player
seems to spend most of the
time “On ‘is bum" as you have
only to touch the other player
and your feet lose control.

Apart from these two bad
points, Skateball is fair. The
graphics are big and can be
quickly manipulated on some
fairly hairy pitches. There are
eight pitches, the first being just
a normal footer pitch shape, the
next has a mushroomy obstacle
thingy in the middle. From then
on, all manner of evil appears,
such as pillars which rise up out
of the ice, not to mention the
pits which all but the most
skillful players fall into.

When playing Skateball
against the computer, you have
to score five goals to go on to
the next pitch (anyone asking
‘what next pitch?’ will be shot
for not paying attention earlier
when | explained that bit), After
one of the two teams have baen
totally obliterated, the
computer shows an aggregate
score for all the pitches that you
managed to survive.

The sound in Skateball is
basically basic in a very basic
sort of way. | think they could've
improved the game by having

that music from Rollerball
incorporated in the program, to
add atmosphere. I'm sure you'd
agree if you knew what the hell
the music I'm talking about is.
{Bach’s Toccata and Fugue, Mr
Philistine — CJ).

There are a few good festures
of the pre-game preparation,
including choosing both your
own, and the computer's team
members (or if it's two humes,
you take turns in picking a
player) which means that yvou
can take the best and leave the
computer with the worst ones,
right? Wrong. Each of the
players has four differemt
properties (strength, shoot-skill,
balance, reactions); you have 1o
experiment to determine which
players to constantly pick and
which not to.

There have not been that
many skate/mutilate games on
any computer, so this looks
fairly good. I'm sure that soon,
someone will produce an
excellent one (a desperate plea
for a Spectrum version of
Speedball!)

Skateball, while being quite
good in a psychotic way, is not

what could be called a brilliant
game, because of the two
aforementioned faults, which
caused me to kill three
members of the [EN) staff by
shocking them to death with the
use of profane language (and
believe me is was PROFANE
language). To put it in short
Skateball is a good game but
caused some aggro and
confusion, especially if playing
against the computer

Libi Soft have made a fair
entry into the Speccy world and
providing they keep up the
speedy, pratty games, maybe
adding more gameplay (and, of
course, some music wouldn't
go amiss!) they could do welll
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BEGINNER’S GUIDE

So you’ve just got your first
Spectrum for Christmas. Perhaps
you’re a little confused about
some aspects of owning a
Spectrum. Maybe we can help
you out. And then again, maybe

we can’t.

1 ..0HE
PROUD
OWNER

What is a Proud Owner? All
computer magazines get
letters from thousands of
Proud Owners. It doesn’t
matter what they own — a
Spectrum, an Amiga, a
Houston Mission Control
Megacomputer — they're all
proud of it. Presumably
someone somewhere is
proud of the Nascom
Superspas 20 they
assembled in 1964.
Strangely enough, there
seems to be no such thing
as an “ashamed owner” or
“disappointed owner",
probably because no-one

wants to admit they've
bought a dodo.

So, you are automatically
a “proud owner” the second
you open the box.

7 e,
OPENING
THE BOX

This is the tough bit. Boxes
come in different types. If
you've bought from a
chainstore such as Di*""'s,
you may find all sorts of
bizarre extras falling out
when you open the box
(such as joysticks). Sweep
these to one side for a
moment. You'll need them
later.

Neighbours again. Choose
spare channel on the TV.
Widdle the tuning until you
get a clear display of the
loading menu. This is when
your troubles start.

If you've bought your
computer from dodgy Jim's
No Questions Asked
Electrical Market Stall, it will
probably come in a plastic
bag with no serial numbers.
Wipe your fingerprints off
second-hand computers
before and after use.

3 oivik
GETTING
IT GOING K

You wouldn’t believe how
silly some new owners can
be. Legend has it that
someone phoned up
Sinclair (RIP) complaining
that he'd followed all the
instructions and nothing
was happening. It turned
out that he didn't have the
Spectrum plugged into the
mains.

So, you'll need a
television, your computer-
to-TV lead and your power
supply. Plug TV in and
switch on. Watch
Neighbours. Plug power
supply in, connect to
Spectrum. Remove aerial
lead from TV socket. Plug in
Spectrum lead instead.
Watch very "“snowy"

o,
LOADING
UP

It you have a 4BK, Plus or
128K, you'll need an

T s v
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# & 4 MHICE BEATERS » & « SIMPLY THE CHEAPEST MANL ORDER COMPANY & « PRICE BEATERS & & &
(= C~SPECTAUM - | [ ** SPECTRLNA == |
ouR L] [l
PRICE PRBCE PRICE
-0 599 -0 659 SUPER SPORTS - 03 6.25
i = 4 RACING E58 Gl HERD 25 B0 688
ACTION FORCE § - D2 [ 1] WARRIDRS — DI BE50 TATD CONN OFS B89
ACTION SERWICE 650 WP MISSION 1 - 03 680 TARGET REMAGADE — D2 5.80
ADY ART STLIND B89 INTENSITY 589 TECHMO COF - D2 689
AFTER BURMER - 07 %g mﬂﬂiw Eg ;; lemu - ;g
ALEN SYMDROME - 03 = ) = i
AMIMLLTTR | B8  JAL BREAK 180 THE GAMMS — (O 688
ANNALS DF AOME 889 NXTER +3 DSK B8 THEATRE EURDPE 480
ASCADE FORCE FOUR EB0 NGHT DRC B89 THUNDER BLADE - D4 658
AREANDD B - 02 B3l CDNAMI COLL - D4 628 TIGER AOAD — D4 (-]
ARTET 0 - T2 ME0  KAYLIS 599 TIME STODOSTILL - OF 5.5
ARTIST 0 — 88 LANCERLOT - DS W TIME « MAGDE - D3 ns
ARTIST B = 3 DESK MB8 LED STORM - 03 659 TIMES OF LDRE - 03 150
ARTURA — OF B35 LNE-LET DE - 03 689 TOTAL EDUPSE — 03 (1]
PARBARIAN 0 - 03 09 LUNEXER HOTSHOT - 03 E25 TRACK SUIT MANAGER L5
ARADS k] 750 LUMEKERS SKLL - D 625 TAMAL PURSIET NG 0
BATRAN — 02 B89 LAST NN 7 B8 TYPHOON - 03 588
GERMANT B.06  MAGMIFICENT 7 — D4 EG8 UNTOUCHASLES - 03 L]
EMIC COMMANDOES - 03 B89 MOTDR £25 WICTDRY ROAD - 03 699
BLACK LAMF — M 540 MUOT UNVERSE - D3 799  WINDICATOR - D3 BT
SACE TBER = OO 689 NIGHT RAIDER - D3 750 WULCAN 150
SUBBLE BOBBLE - OV 540 MAMSELLS RACWG — D4 750 WE ARE CHAMPS - D4 689
BUGGE BOY 540 OCEAN COMPETITION B89  WEC LE MANS - 0 5.0
BUTCHER WL — D2 B.25 DCP ART STUID 888 WHELGE - 5.80
CARRIER -m 199 DOPS BB TULIL WaR 7.50
CYSERNDD B - 02 625 OPERATION WOLF — D3 560
DAY B50  DUTHLM - ERUIN JGTiEG - ACLissmiis ]
[WAX FuSIDN — 02 640 [(VERLDRD — D2 IS 0= m
DARK SE0F - 02 6839 PACLAND EX PMUE -2+] COVER am
DOLBLE DRAGON B33  PACMANLA B3 PUS I LEAD el ]
DRAGEN WA - O3 698 PEGASUS BRIDGE 888 PWS 3 CASS LEAD 19
[VMAMIC DUQ 533 PETER BEARDSLEY 630 MULTFACE U8k |
OTOMS NYMPLS -~ 04 688 PRO SOCCER — 0F 539 MULTEALE 3 JEx
ECHELDN — D3 TS0 PUFFS SAGA - DO G  MULTRACE 3-TPOMT il ]
ELITE 750 PSYCHO PGS UXB — D4 gog OUAL PORT TEACE no
EMPRE STRIKES — D2 690 QUESTION SPORT — 03 nm W 2 2
ESPONAGE — (1 650  RAMEQ W — 03 T L4
EXPLDOING FIST 589 RETURN OF THE JER — 03 69 CALESER CLEAR CT]
FAST-THROTTLE - 03 858 ADAD BLASTER - (] PRECLATON JSTICK T
YNNG 540 ROBOCOP — 03 (L] NAAGATIR ISTICK 0o
FOOTHALL DesECTOR B89 RY OF ROVWERS - O3 (¥ ] KON JETHCE 509
F DIRECTOR 2 - D05 0 RTYPE (1] KOMRCE — AUTD 9.09
F MANAGER = 03 E88  SALAMMNDER S35 pOMP PRO 5000 BLACK nog
| BAUNODS 80X - @) B85 SAMMIRAI WARRSOR 525 FOMP PRC 5000 CLEAR oM
FUNTETINES E50  SAAGE 599 Comp PROF 5000 EXTRA o
GAME (VER 2 - DD E00 SHMACKLED - 03 600 uaCK SMOT B 750
5 BET « MMICH 7 - 4 A0 SIATE BALL - O3 B8O QUICK SHOT TURBO Lik: ]
EEARELD 750 SOLDER OF FORTUNE 580 CHEETAN MACH 1 il ]
GANTLET B - 02 99 SORCERER LDRD BB8 CHEETAH 126+ 75
GEANTS LTy - 150 CHEETAH 125 SPECIAL s
GUERILLA WAR - 02 B2 -3 §89 CRYSTAL TURBOD W
GIND OF THIEVES «1 89 SLMMER OIYMPAD 630 CHAYSTAL TURRD MLS 5
ALSO AVARLABLE ON DiSx O - (398 00 - £11.50, 03 - £13 85, D - 01 08
PRICES INCLLIDE PR# i LK. EEC ADD £1.00 PER TAPE ELSEWWERE ADD T 1 50
00 75 00 FOR PAP FOR MACHINES (LK ONLY). CHEQUESPOs PAYABLE TO: MAILSDET S0, PO B0X 689, LONDON N1 BL
SDCESS AND ISA DRDERS WELCOME PLEASE SPECIFY COMPUTER TYPE W YOLR ORDER
gk kA dArkr ko d PRCE MATOHING ssnsssmssnmantasamesnans
¥ T G i ST FOU REDUSRE CHEAPER Y AMOTHER MAL DADER DOMPANY, JUST ENCLOSE THE LOWER MRICE AND SENT 70 LS.
Tk DOES N7 APPLY 70 OTHER COMPANES SPECLAL DFFERS.
W VI D30 AT SEE THE (TH YOUS RECUSRE SIMPLY DEDUCT 25% OFF T AUAP ka0 SE80 T US @ XC0PT SEOAMNTIMDO SOFTWARD:
FLEASE WOTE WE STOCK SOFTWARE FOR ALL COMPUTERS.

THE SPORTING COMBINATION
GREAT NEW YEAR OFFER — ALL COMBINATION
ORDERS REDUCED IN PRICE

RUGBY FIFTEEN 4% £6.95  FgQTBALLFEVER

Capiain your ieam in
and Cup + pick your ‘“"‘rﬁ Eﬁ.ﬁ
o Tako the ullimate soccer

position + select your lea
+ Endlivicual o boam

Eﬁmnu-budl'lqvm
-mm+nm1mm
+ cup repleys + other league
soorars 4+ full tables +
relegation, and
shAsRDn honours + renamsa
+ fransfer marks +

Brs fally + save game
m“g:alm

An axciting game designad lor
thap haoirsa racing anthusiast
Manage your horses o win
E_rnup.'gradnd OF Qpan races.
o, firess, . disiance all

afect results. Full
market. Races over 5F o 2
milas. Waokly raining sessions.

. Stewards

DISKk FOR SPECTRUM +3 — ALL FOUR GAMES ON ONE DISK

EXCELLENT VALUE £18-95 £16.95
TAPE FOR ANY SPECTRUM — COMBINATIOMN OFFER — ANY

TWO TAPES £12.8% £10.95 ANY THREE TAPES E158% £14.95
ANY FOUR TAPES £48-95 £16.95
ALl ORDERS SENT FIRST CLASS POST
Send cheque/P.0. to:

TANGLEWOOD SOFTWARE

157 WARWICK ROAD, RAYLEIGH
ESSEX S56 85G

Proprietor: J. MOSS

The Pro’s

hoice

-_— - W
Arcade quality joystick fitted
with super sensitive
microswitches for the ultimate
in joystick control.
Features include dual fire
buttons for left or right
hand operation; firm base
", pads for non-slip control
‘| and a robust steel shalt
' with rubber retum for a
smoothear operation.

£14.95.«

[ B W W

-_— - -_— -—

quality joystick with all
features of the
Competition Pro 5000
but with an exciting
clear case.
SCORE LIKE A PRO!
"\"‘ - |
L
-'::.J'---"

©mpetition PRO

'----‘-

A brand new fully micro-
switched arcade quality
tick. Features include
ID FIRE; UNIQUE
SLOW MOTION; dual fire
buttons; firm base pads,
for non-slip control and
a robust steel shaft with
rubber return for a

& 3 b, "

The Competition Pro range of joysticks camy a two year guaraniee.
The Competition Pro 5000 and Pro Extra are suitable for use with the
following computers:

Amstrad/Schneider (certain models require an interface for Rapid Fire
Slow Motion features) ; ZX Spectrum (when used with an interface);

MSX computers; Atari ST; Commodore 64; VIC 20 and Amiga

Amsirad; ZX Spectium; Atar; and Commadore are trade marks respectively ol
Amsirad Consumer Electronics ple. Atar Iniernattonal, Commodore International Lid.

DYNAMICS marketing Lid

## Available from Boots Argus | g N
¥ and all good computer retailers. PHE
NEW COUN STREET ROYTON OLDHAM OL2 6JZ ENGLAND | —A
TELEPHONE: 067 626 7222 TELEX: 669705 COING
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“A GOOD REASONTO
BUY SPECTRUM + 3" (Crash)

mmercial Speetrum software

“If you wanl Lo use co
buy 2 Homantic Robol

with the Plus 3 you MUST als
Multiface 3, or Amstrad’s disk drive will be useless
with eommercial software. The Muoltiface = 5 the ONLY
reliable way to copy Spectrum programs Ut -1|~I».

i .--|.l.||||.'|'r ¥ "'«-.Il-.-_,'.-.f.l- ri

“Arny 128K+3 owner will find it a wonderful devies

indispensable even.”

I Sinelarr [x

mulﬂfam 3'”

_THE ONE AND ONLY FULLY AUTOMATIC TAPE AND DISC COPIE R
e . e

3| enclose 2 chequE/’PD for € : K & Europe £ 1.00L] Overseas Lt 2ooQd]
—— MULTIFACE ONE 19.95 MULTIFACE 128 £44.950]
or debit my PN mmm No | Genie one ¢ 9950 GENIE 128 £ 9.950
MULTIFACE THREE €44.950 M3 w/ihrough port £49.95 0
RTINS i oty i ierie s bbb ab s A e Card expify.......cccc00ees —
MULTIPRINT £39.950 VIDEOFACE DIGITIZER C44.9500
A B SRR R e ) R LIFEGUARD £ 695 MUSIC TYPEWRITER € 7850
3 SPECTRUM+3 DISCS € 2750 SPEC. +3 TAPE LEAD £ 2850
-7
."‘.'.. ..“‘ “ l'. 54 Deanscroft Ave, London WW S BEN 24 hrs m — 01-200 EB?Dl__l
=
S ﬁ___ __.‘___-' —_—

e
i

_?ﬂ
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= TO THE SPECTRUM

external tape recorder. A
cheap one will do. It is NOT
necessary to invest £850 in
a Nakamichi ProTech
FlashJobbie Remote-
controlled Hi-Fi
Technostack.

If you have a Plus 2, just
wodge your tape into the
deck and prepare for misery
as it fails to load.

These days practically all
computers are sold with
bundied software. Even with
the Cray One comes a
simple Frogger variant.
Spectrums come with
collections of past hits.
After playing these you will
have a fair idea of whether
you have wasted your
money and should have
bought a BMX StreetStonker
instead.

Read the manual. If you
don't read the manual, don't
come whining to us for
advice. Your joystick will
not work unless you plug it
in. You will not get any
sound unless you turn the
volume up (and maybe not
even then). If you shove any
peripherals into the back of
the computer while it is
plugged in, you will blow it
up. All these are
unchanging rules by which
the whole universe abides.

e . ATIE
JOY OF
GAME-
PLAYING

In the early days of the
Spectrum, because there

wasn't any more powerful
competition, people used it
for all sorts of dull things
like doing their accounts,
keeping train-spotting
records and working out
how much wallpaper was
needed to cover Scotland. If
you want to do that, fine.

Just don’'t ask us where to
get the software.

It is also a myth that using
a computer can be
educational. Unless you are
a total divvy, you will learn
more from one half-hour
botany lesson than from a
lifetime of educational
software with titles like “Mr
Blobby Learns to Count”,
“French for legumes™ or
“Spotty and Dimbo go

fab person, WHAT are they
HIDING?

For a start, the endless
family arguments about
who's going to use the TV.
Get a spare unless you
enjoy head injuries. Second,
the endless journeys to the
software shop to replace
faulty tapes. "Er ... it must
have been a duff batch”
isn't much comfort when
you've just
§ @ walked eleven

Nuclear Engineering’".

NO! Spectrums are for
PLAYING GAMES, and let's
not forget it! Whether it's a
pixie adventure game, a
mindless blaster or a
crucially tedious recreation
of the Battle of Ponce
(Cavaliers vs Egyptians,
1322), you will all choose
your favourite types. And
remember, you'll read all the
hottest reviews and
sharpest comments in
Sinclair User (says our
promotions department,

and God knows they

need all the publicity
they can get).

TELLYOU

When they tell you that the
Spectrum is a fab computer
which will provide you with
hours of entertainment, that
the Plus 3 has a fab disk
drive which loads games in
seconds, and that owning a
Spectrum will make you a

miles through
pouring rain
to return your
| fifth copy of
S “‘Killer Slugs
from Milton
Keynes''
They also
don't tell
you that if
the computer
goes wrong,
it will take
you
between a year
and a century to get it fixed.
It's often easier to hollow it
out and turn it into a nice
plant pot.

They also don't tell you
that ten minutes after
you've spent all your pocket
money on the latest £14.99
coin-op conversion, it will
turn up in one week on a
compilation of last month's
greatest hits along with
twelve other games for
£2.99,

And they don't tell you
that you'll NEVER, EVER
write your own programs.
Sure you MIGHT knock
together something
primitive in Basic (if you can
get over the fact that they've
taken all the keywords oft
the keyboard). But you'll
NEVER learn machine code.
NO-ONE can program in
machine code. It's just TOO
DIFFICULT. Once every
century ONE PERSON is
born who understands
machine code. And they
can’t explain it to anyone
else. That's why there are so
few good games about, and
s0 much pooh.

Next month -
how to put your
computer back
in its box and
on top of the
wardrobe.
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10Great Games 3. ... oeriiicssssenniiians ..1.50
19 i
1943
2D Game MaKBr......coirmesrsrrrriians
4SmashHits................
4 x 4 Off Road Racing
5 Star Games 3. ety
720 Dagraes s L L
O T TR R gy oy
Raargh.....onns i :
Action FOrce........ccomiian ]
Action Farce 2....
Action Servica.....
ARErbummBr .o i
Air Combat Emulator 2
Alien Syndrome..........ooenn
Alen US, ...
Alrernative World Games ...
Andy C—HI'.IU T, & L S
Arcade Alley ; i
Arcade Force d......
Arkanogid 2 (Rod).............
Amhem e HiEL -
ArStudio..........cni PR ;
Artiel 2 BB .. i lni sesbininasiask s nas
Artist 2 128K
BIFUTUS .......cvccenees wlin
P00 T g E ] g A
Bangkok nghts
Barbarian ..
Barbarian 2...
Baskatball....
Battle for Midway
Bedlam (128 + 2 only).........
Beyond the lce Palace
Bionic Commandos
Bk . e st
Black Lamp............
Blitzkreig
Blockbusters.. SR T st LA
Blood Brothers. ...
Blood Valley..
Brave Starr,
Bubbile Bobble
Buggy Boy.
Bulls Eye ]
California Games.... ;
Capt America/Baravestarr...
Captain Amearica..... Ak
Captain Blood ................
Carriar Command... -
Championship Sprint ... .
Charlie Chaplin.......
Chartbustars...........
Chess.. g
Chicago 30s..
Chubby Gristle AZAN
= T P T B S
Colossus Bridge 4 D i
Colossus Chess 4.0..

Combat School ............ .
Computer Clagsics.. ...
Conflichs 2 e it
Countdown ...........

Crazy Cars .
Crosswise.....
Cybernoid
Cybernold 2
DT Olympic Chalrengt
Dan Darae 2. B
Dark Sceptra ... LR
Darkside ............ FerR
Deeper Dungeons.....
Desert Rats.........
Desolator,.... e e
Dismond ... :
Double.. =
Double Dragon
Diream WBITION. ..o emmimeee e nsssins
5 AT e T e
Dungeons & Dragons .............
Earthlight 2 TR N

GIFFOR

ASHTONP

21

Ry R S RS R S e BR00
Edge All Stars .

Emlyn Hughes Inter Soccer ...... . 7.50
Empire Strikes Back................ .50
Enduro RBCET ......cccvevre e :
Enlightenment (Druid 2)..........cve00s i 6.00
Every Second Coums ..o R e R 6.00
BT O . o rervinissr b i - e .6.00
F15 Strike Eagle . e SRy S G o 7.50
T e S RE O ARRRA L P 1.50
Famous Cnurﬁ.es".l'ul i R e R e 7y
Fast and Furious ........c-coevre

LT ST T TV | R ———

Firefly ......... v

F|rElrap -+ .

Fist ‘n’ Thrnt!lﬂ‘s s

Flight Aes ..c.oonvcniiianas

FlMSIONeS . uoeeiniiiiaiian
Flying Shark ... L
Football Director.............
Football Manager 2 ......
Frank Brunos Big Box i
i1 Lo G R LS r 1.50
Gl Hero..........
Galactic Games..
Gama Over.......
Game Sat & Match ..o
Games Winter Edition .......
Garfimld i — : Miita B
Gary Lineker Hotshots................ Al AL 7.50
Gary Lineker Soccer ........ Y SRR, SR T - 5.00
Gary Lineker Superstills ..... e SO . ¥ | |
I.'"f-P Bee Air Rally .. ‘

Gold Silver Bronze........
Gorilla Wars...........
Gothik......oiiliie i
Graphics Adv -CrPaTm
Gryzor...

Guadal Canal
Gunship... i
GUNSMIOKE. oo
Lo F L I
Head Over Haals...........
Hercules ..o
High Frontier
Hill 13, o
Histary in the Maklng
Hopping Mad .......
Hunt for Red October .
Hypaball ...

lkari Warrll:lrr: !
Impossaball ..........
Impossible Mission 2
Inheritance 2 !
Inspector Gadget......
IMLEMSILY ovovhseniiiians
International Events ....
Karate Ace.........ccoconen
Karnov..
Karyasla......
Katakis..
Knight Orc
Knightmare
Konami Arcade Colin
Krypton Factor ...
Last Mission/Ramparts ...
Last Minja ......

Last Word -II&"HZB.' 2
BT T
Leaderboard Colln.......
Laaderboard Toun.......
Lea Enfield in Space ...
Live Amima Sl PR AT
Live B Lat DI . .ooiiomersreers .
Living Daylights................
Lucas Films Comp .
Mad Balls :
Mad Mix ..o
Magic Knight Tril ..

WHERNSIDE AVENUE,

TELEPHONE )6

Magnetron ... saagrssiassnd D
MagnifiCENE T .ocrrsamasesrisiss 1.50
MBTBULIET ... iiiiiinitsmms et b i 6.00
L e e TR LSO RSSO, 6.00
Meanstreak ., 2 6.00
Mega Gamas 'I.-"ui 1 875
BB CBNATY ... e srrrssamammrns s s srmarsnr e ...7.50
Marconary 2nd CnT-.r : ey 4 .45
Mercanary Compendiurm Ltd Ed ... 8.76
Mickey Mouse...........c.ccnvmiimmmnnins : 6.00
Micro Trivia........ s dt o el TS
Micro Value Il .. T e 2949
ey R e A L R S «11.25
Monopoly.......... PR e |
Maotor Massacre.... 6.75
Murder on the Atlantic o N -
MNapoleon at War........ i s B8.75
MNato Assault COUrsa......coormsmmrrrrriines FERERN Ry
MNebulus................ 6.00
Netherworld. ... 6.00
Night Raider o w050
R - e i s e o i weer 500
T Bl e R L G L D o e
Plow GEmER B . rirarisimmrniati 1.50
Operation Wolf ...........ccceevens G — 1 ]
OUBTUN . snisiasia ; 6.75
Ovarlander............cc.. = 6.00
Owvarlord ... 7.50
Pacland........... ; o - i .
Paperboy............ ek 6.00
Persian Knights.. Kuceabiptie S A 11.25
Pegasus Bridge......... i ” L BTh
Peter Beardsley Soccer................. J B.75
PREME CTUD ...l s e b i 6.00
Pink Panther..... B6.76
T Y N S B.75
Platoon........... B o 1.50
Powerplay l':omp ....... oty Sl X - el 71.50
Predator ......... ; 1.50
Professional Adv ert&r 19.50
Project Stealth Fighter.................. 71.50
Psychastria...... i R 6.75
Peyeho Pigs.....ccevin T T PP, .7.80
Peycho BOMIBT i 6.00

Quilllilustrator Dipack .. .......................... 1950

Raise the Titanic .......... 1.50
Rambo 3....ccooiins ¢ e NP 1,
R o A S R R L PR B6.75
Rastan ....... 6.00
Realm of theTfulls ; 875
Renegade _ 6.00
Ring Wars..........cu - i : 7.50
Road Blasters.................. A e Sl TS
Road Runner ........... ; 6.75
Road Wars. ............... Ei e, & 6.75
Robocop................. LGS G P - ...5.00
PG T i i enns i 6.75
Roy of the Rovers ... 6.00

RygarMoadrunner.. ... . 29‘]

] v 2 R e TR I SR,
Salamander ... S 1 | |
Samurai Warrior...... i e - B.00
BCHIBATIC ... i nmn s s - 7.50
Scrabble........ I . =" 7.50
SETUpIes ..o o 7.650
September ............. ISR = 150
Shackled........ [Ty TR
Side Arms . N, L 6.75
Sidewise ... i SRR . 1 1 i
Silent Service.. T R e iassssies 1000
Lo R S R P i 1.50
SixPeck Vol 2........occveeie | 7.50
S PBCK VOl 3. i s rrrsaiess b 7.50
Skate Crary ........oes R A ¥ 6.00
Soldiers of Light ....o.ccnien ! 6.00
Bold Gl .. e s &
Solomons Key ..........occovnen Ve pea——— B.75
Sorceror Lord......cc. 8.75
Space Age A 89.76
Spitting Image ......... AR Hrremtrtivs s 0
Sports Compendium...... . y wees 1,95
Spy Trlogy.......cccoene o el s SRR, ALY jusiesd B0

!
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RD SOFT

JN-UNDER-LYNE, LANCASHIRE OL6 8UY
NE T1-330 9939

} Stalingrad ............. LV ARSI s 25 7.50 T e B U T Y T e, ey LT 6.00 Unitrav ..o : 678
Star Glider............... LR i SR 1125 T DB s dereriiers AR e AR e o 6.76 Vampires Empire 6,00

BT WS ... v resansannsassanninnss T s The FinBlRASREIIT. . o i oot as  se et s in e 6.75 Venom Strikes Back &.00

StormLord. s R SR s R B.75 The Games Summer Edn.......... VR ol et | 6.75 Victory Road ............ B8.00

| Strest Fighter...............o e A AP 6.7T6 The Games Winter Edn .........cocevveiiininne 6.75 Vidicator 6.00
| Street Sports Basketball............. R R oy, | Theatre Europe............. de FRACHE RO 5 Virus . - 8.00
" Streat Surfer er e ” 6.00 Thay Sold a Million IV ...c.ooceriimsmeren 1 Vulcan ‘ it - 71.50
SHrip POKBE 24 i Ceeaeiesina .6.00 Thundercats......... Wandearer ...... R e ] 8.75

. Strykers Aun ... N i ’ ..7.50 Tiger Road.......... LK e Warlock ......... i T ) 6.00
l SIUMtMEn ....... R P TP e i 050 Time & Magik........ccouvr. ; ; RTE We are the Champions......... 1.50
T o AP AP A e W ol 1.50 Tomahawk ....... WeclaMans................... .00
Summertimea Spacial A v PRI A Y - ] Top Ten Colin.., Whirligigi ... - > .00

Super Hang On .. E R RS BAAAAN Tour De force .. i White Dwarf............. % ; 1.50

I SuperSki.......... L e el v B.7% Tracksuit Manager..... Winter Dlympiad ... ] 6.00
L] T e RIS R Frrrmansrstisinasnsaibia i) Trantorc i Wizard Warz........ 6.75

I TOROE Coin Op COMN. ..o iasmrsserininieebrnrissnits 8.75 [ e A L T e ; Wondarboy : L
i Target Renegade ............. el At 6.00 U E s T et e £ N o e it gt 6.00 World CL/B Farn Cour Voli 1 B.75
i Tasword + 17 ...iioeirniis PP S 10.45 Trivial Pursuit New Beg.... 11.25 World Class Leaderboard s 6.75
| T REITIOEME . erererrrrrrtil i b T L S e s 71.50 TrVIBE PUTBURE ... oo rrerens e s rasmsersmis 11.25 Warld Gamies A N— Ny
i Teladon DL A e A AR i O 5 e e R B - H 1 1 Writer ... h t : e 8.
TRPRITG s sy s 5 Uitimate The Works.................. FRTR B T R N R ; 7.50

Yetl (2 el i - 1een-5.0000

T o s 7.50

WANTED - PROGRAMMERS, MUSICIANS AND GRAPHIC ARTISTS FOR ALL 8-BIT
AND 16-BIT MACHINES, IN A DYNAMIC NEW DEVELOPMENT HOUSE. BOTH

ESTABLISHED AND GOOD QUALITY NEWCOMERS REQUIRED. PLEASE CALL OR
WRITE WITH ANY DETAILS OF CURRENT OR PAST PROGRAMS. TOP QUALITY
CONTRACTS ON OFFER TO THE RIGHT PEOPLE.

PRIZE DRAW INFORMATION

With every £10 spent with us the customer will receive one entry into GIFFORD SOFT PRIZE DRAW. All
purchases for the draw must be accompanied with the coupon provided in the advert. All entries must be
received by us NO LATER than the 31st December to enable the draw to be held on the 4th January. The
i prizes are as follows: 1 An ATARI STFM Summer Pack with over £400 of software, plus the current top
three games in the gallup chart at the time of the draw. 2 A £100 software vouchers to be redeemed
against anysoftware of your choice.3 A £50 voucher to be used against any software to your liking, and all
other entries will receive a 10% discount voucher.

1
i POSTAL DETAILS To: GIFFORD SOFT, DEPT SU
oo . AT 21 Whernside Avenue
All prices inc V.A.T. and first class recorded delivery in the UK. '
! Overseas please add £2.00 extra. Please send S.AE. for a free Ashton-under-Lyne, Lancs OL6 8UY
price list stating machine used. Please do not send cash through
the post and if you must please send it recorded delivery. if you s
require an up-to-date information list on the latest releases ~ S€Nd ME COPIES OF oo,
please phone the above telephone number for immediate
attention. We are open six days a week until 6.30 p.m. Format. i e e R R
Name

OTHER DETAILS NBINB i inimisssssisinssass s s

AII Sﬂﬂware iS guaranteed End wl” be repl-acﬂd withnut Addre‘ssr............-..-.-.............-.-....1-.........-..-....-................................
quesiton. We also supply software for the following

machines:

AMIGA, SPECTRUM, CBEM64, BBC, ELECTRON, MSX,

SEGA, NINTENDO, ATARI 8 BIT PC & COMPATIBLES,

APPLE, AMSTRAD C16.

Also with every order over £20 we will give you a free e ek S I el = R - T e
disk. All orders will be dispatched within 24hrs (subject

to availability). We also supply a full range of computers
and peripherals and all hardware needs. Cheques payable to GIFFORD SOFT

. O e ———
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FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

e
i

WORLDWIDE SOFTWARE
49 STONEY STREET
NOTTINGHAM

NGT 1LX

CREDIT CARD ‘.*1!*t**ttt*ittti**it*itt**tttitﬁti**t**ﬁ***t*it*iit***t* « CREDIT CARD

ORDER » SPECTRUM +3 COMPUTER ONLY £195.99 = _ORDER
TELEPHONE * INCLUDING JOYSTICK AND 6 GAME SOFTWARE PACK » TELEPHONE
LINE AR AR R AN AR R AR RAR AR AR AR R RN ARAAR AR AR A R AR AR R R A AR AT AR LINE
NORTH ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT AND DELIVERY IN THE UK SOUTH
SCOTLAND pamakamdhdd it dddddhr At A ad b aw o e e i i e o e o o e o o ok kR Hﬁﬁggs

N IRELAND # AMSTRAD 2160 DOT MATRIX PRINTER FOR SPECTRUM +2 AND SPECTRUM +3 3
EREEA ONLY £147.99 * 0602
INCLUDES CONNECTION CABLES ® 480779

-
0896 57004 *ﬂtttiit**ii**tﬂii*tt**t*tt*ﬂtttt*tt***tii*itittitti****

»
(24 HOURS) FOR IMMEDIATE DELIV

ONLY £189.95

o INLCUDES CONNECTING CABLES

L ]
li'****i‘t*ﬁ*i*iﬂii**ti*****it***i*ti*i i ko ke e i ok ok ok e

WORLDWIDE SUPER SPECIAL OFFERS ON SPECTRUM SOFTWARE

TE2 et st B8 8 8 8 & B &) ﬁ*t**‘l*itttti*ﬁ!***Fﬂ*i***iiii***t!*t**‘

: AMSTRAD NLQ PRINTER MODEL 3250di FOR SPECTRUM +2 AND SPECT RUM + 3 }

»
*

COMPILATIONS COMPILATIONS COMPILATIONS COMPILATIONS COMPILATIONS COMPILATIONS COMPILATIONS COMPILATIONS
TAITO GAME SET OCEAN IN CROWD KARATE KONAMI ARCADE
COIN-OP HITS & MATCH Il COMPILATION ACE COLLECTION
CASS DISK CASS DISK CASS DISK CASS DISK CASS DisC
9.00 13.50 9.00 13.50 9.00 13.50 599 " 1.25 13.50
SPACE GIANTS WE ARE THE GOLD SILVER ULTIMATE
ACE COMPILATION CHAMPIONS BRONZE COLLECTED WORKS
CASS DISK CASS DISK CASS DISK CASS DISK CASS mSC
11.99 . 1199 14.99 6.99 1350 999 11.59 999 11.98
SUPREME TEN MEGA FLIGHT LEADER BOARD COLL SOLID
CHALLENGE GAMES ACE AR 3 GOLD
CASS DISK CASS DISK CASS DISK CASS DISK CASS DISC
5.00 13.25 999 5 1199 » 1199 14.99 7153 1189
* Please phone for Spectrm +3 disk availability and f"“ + pPlaase phone for Spectrum +3 disk availability and price
EDUCATIONAL EDUCATIONAL EDUCATIONAL EDUCATIONAL EDUCATIONAL EDUCATIONAL EDUCATIONAL EDUCATIONAL

& # LARGE VARIETY OF EDUCATIONAL SOFTWARE NOW AVAILABLE FOR 3 TO 15 YEAR OLDS # SEND SAE FOR CATALOGUE BY RETURN #

FAST DELIVERY OF ALL STOCK ITEMS BY 1ST CLASS MAIL IN UK

SPECIAL OVERSEAS SERVICE BY AIRMAIL WORLD WIDE

CREDIT CARD ORDER ACCEPTED BY PHONE OR MAIL

CREDIT CARD ORDER TELEPHONE
0B96 57004

i e ke e i o e o e i

*
CASS DISK 2

i i o e e o e ol ok ok ok o il e e ;

WORLDWIDE SUPER SPECIAL OFFERS ON SP

1943 BATTLE OF MIDWAY 5099 599 LIVE ANMDLET DHE. i.iiinsinimsmnssriessaniisiniania 7125 10.50
4 X OFF ROAD RBACING ... .. B89 MATCHDAY W....corioiinssinianiin e S 10.50
ATE ... gl e 655 9.00 MICKEY MOLISE ....ooooninsiimserensieimsansinissimnier: o008 5.88
ACROJET ... R e 7.7% WINDFIGHTER ..o oo ciinsimiamsimpimniciisess THES

ACTION FORCE N.......... it 56 10,50 MOTORMASSACRE. ... —— e E ]
AFTERBURMNER............coreveme ...9.45 1085 MIGHTRAIDER: .ocoeissbissvinpinninniinssarsinsiissss 7.8 200
AIRBORMNE RANGER.. ...7.25 10.85 NINETEEN BOOTCAMP............o. | .6.99

ALIEN SYNDROME ...5.55 1050 OOPEL s en s siason i i ..6.55

ARTIST 2 ol 1085 14.95 OPERATION WOLF ..o 6.55 10.50
ARTURA ............. ...6.55 988 DUTRUN _...iermeer 6.99 989
BARDS TALE ... it himsaai ...7.98 11.59 OVERLAMDER........ 585 95.00
BTN e e R £55 1085 PACMANIA . .....ooovin .. 5.58

BIOMIC COMMAMNDOS.......corrcrsssicssien- D80 8.99 PETEA BEARDSLEY FOOT ... 5.55

BLACK TIGER ... T od e R 693 9.99 PRO BMX SIMULATOR. .....coocoiariarimrrarreecsene S8 1050
BUGGY BOY .o ..5.96 10.50 PROSOCCERSIMULATOR ... 856 SU00
BUTCHER HILL ... oo ....5655 999 PROJECT STEALTHFIGHTER .....cooiciiinian 7.25 10.85
BY FAIR MEANS OR FOUL .. 585 89.00 R-TYPE. s e ...6.899

CALIFORMIA GAMES ... oocsisasiasisirsnssaresass 699 aga RAMBOI... ..o ..6.55 10.50
CARRIER COMMAND ....... 7085 1145 RETURMN OF THE JEDI .....oviivmmimmimmrsiasissns ....5.98 1050
COLOSSUS CHESS T 1109 | 1 o S U Rl ey ...5.59 1193
CORRUPTION ... e 1158 el a e | DR SRR — ¢ Bl
CYBEBNOID I oo e ememeissiansisere e o 0 5088 ROY OF THEROVERS .coiciicrianis ...5.55 999
DALEY THOMSON OLYMPIC CHALLENGE ... 699 10.50 SALAMANDER......... PR ¢ L
DARK FUSION....... WY e 55 9,99 SAMURAIWARRIDR ..o ..5.95 9.00
DE LUXE SCRABBLE (128K).......ooooromsiscissrioe 739 11,88 SAVAGE oo oo pdisiinnbiisicnini ...5.96

DOUBLE DRAGON e T . 555 SANXIOMN ... L ey T 655 9.00
DRAGON NINJA ............. 655 10.85 T R R e

EARTHLIGHT ... : ..5Aa5 SHO T ORI i isinnnmnm e ol 1 1
ECHELOM. SRISSE b 10 999 BILENT SERVICE ... i iinninnier i ainiansiniminnis 6.99

EMPIRE STRIKES BACK ..ot .1.2% 1050 SPITRIREAD........cc oot oy .

EXPLODING FIST + .o 5,95 SPITTING IMBGE ........ocrammimmmmmmrasmias .....5.59 1050
F15 STRIKE EAGLE .. By STARWARS ... .. 1.25 1050
FERNAMDET MUST DIE 656 9.45 STRIP POKERIL......oormvimmimianiian - 505

FISTS "N THROTTLES ..o -1 SUPERSPORTS . iciramranismnssnssnianss ; ..6.55 9.99
FOOTRALL DIRECTOR N {128K] ... 1495 1495 TECHNOCOP ..655 953
FOOTBALL MAMAGERI.......ccces —— L - [ ] THE DEEP ............. .5.99 999
FOOTBALL MANAGER ..........coommvveniens 784 785 THEPAWN (128K} -10.85 11.98
FOXX FIGHTS BACK ... oo 555 9.7E THUNDERBLADE .. ..6.99 999
FRAMNK BRUNDS BIG BOX 845 13.50 TIGERROAL.......... 6599 999
A R s S e R T 5.595 TIME AND MAGIK ... irsraeiasiammnianiene- TLE0 10,50
GAMES WINTER EDITION ......ocvomieecimiasins 698 889 TOTALECLIPSE ......ooooooiccsinmisnionsinmincicesc T 99 1189
GARY LINEKERS HOT SHOT .......o.e. ... 655 999 TRACK SUIT MAMAGER......oimrromssinsesensansen s 5,59

GAHRY LINEKERS SUPERSKILLS......ccoc 655 8.89 TRV PUSUITS BABY BOOMER...........oovon v 1085

GUERILLA WAR ... PRt J—- [ R ] TRV PURSLITS NEW BEGINNING ................ 10.85

GLILD OF THIEVES. e ; 9189 TRWPURSUITS YOUNGEDITION .........oev 10,85

GUNSHIP i R 73% 1050 TWENTY CHARTBUSTERS ......coooincies 7.25

HEROES OF THE LANCE .. 799 1189 TYPHOON ... DT e rrerrerereereers 508 10.50
HOPPING MAD ... 585 900 UNTOUCHABLES ... RIS - B
HOT SHOT g5 @00 VICTORYROAD.........cow : ...5.95 1050
I Y o s e BO05 900 VINDICATOR.....coiummmmansi ...5.95 10.50
KOMAMI COINOPS ... WERREE R 699 LI . o et b b ik ik s i bk e ..595 9.00
LANCELDT ... TSR 10.85 1495 WECLE MANS .....c.cinismismmmrmmmarsasrassnss 655 10.50
LASER SOUAD s B Tk 7.25 WHERE TIME STOOD STILL 128K e 585 10.50
LAST MINJA 1 WINTER OLYMPIADBS............. 586 9.00

L
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CREDIT CARD ORDER TELEPHONE
0602480779

ECTRUM SOFTWARE

i e e e o e e o ol e o o

WARGAMES/STRATEGY CASS

ANMNALS OF ROME 10.45
ARNHEM ...... 890
BATTLE OF BRITAIN 4,98
BATTLEFIELD GERMANY 1045
BISMARK. ... ] ; 7.99
BLITZEREIG....... 799
CONFLICTS 2. 6.55
CONFLICTS 10,45
DESERT RATS 7.99
GALLIPOLI i, 695
NAPOLEDMN AT WAR......... 5.99
OVERLORD (Disk 9.99) 768
PEGASUS BRIDGE 10.45
SORCEROR LORD 10.45
STALINGRAD [Disk 9.99 7.99
THEATRE EUROPE ... ’ 499
VULCAN ... 7.99
YAMNKEE 7.98
CTULL WAR ... ! 6.99

JOYSTICKS
CHEETAH 1264 .. ] B.95
CHEETAH MACH 1 PLLU 12.85
COMPETITION PRO G000 ... 12.95
COMPETITION PRO 5000 CLEAR 13,95
COMPETITION PRO 5000 EXTRA 14,95
CRUISER...........cvinrs B899
KOMIX MEGABLASTER 7.95
KONIX PREDATOR ... 1285
KONIX SPEEDKING i 1099
KONIX SPEEDKING + AUTOFIRE 11.89
RAM DELTA .. ! 199
+3 BUSINESS AND UTILITIES
MASTERFILE 43 AR 24 95
PROFESSIOMNAL ADV WRITER 73 095
TAS-5IGN PLUS 3 14,95
TAS-SPELLPLUS 3 14 .85
TASCALC PLUS 3 1495
TAS-PRINT PLUS 3 i 1495
TASWORDPLUS 2 " 14.95
40 DISK STORAGE BOX +3 8,985
100 MSC STORAGE BOX +3 10,95
DEVPAL +3.. Vi 14 95
GENERAL UTIUTIES

+2/4+3 COVER e 489
SPECTRUM POWER SUPPLY 5.95
ASIMUTH TAPE HEAD ALIGN KIT B.99
HISOFTC ... 21.95
HI SOFT PASCAL .. ] 2196
TASWORD 2. 11.45
TASCALC +2 1495
£ 203 JOYSTICK ADAPTOR 4.99
+ACASSETTE LEAD... 498
10X CF2 3 DISK FOR +3 21.58

Please make cheques or postal order pﬂruhlt to WORLDWIDE SOFTWARE

All prices include postage and pll:hin? in the UK. Overseas please add £1.50 per cass/disk for AIR MAIL delivery.
Advert

sed price are for mail snd telephone orders.
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Although things
aren't sounding too
fantastic so far,
Tiger Road isn‘t
without its merits
It's played across a
large area of streets
and tunnels and
abandoned palaces
and the action is
pretty constant. You
can bypass some
baddies by hurtling
up staircases or

jumping over them in a vertically s« ling roon
The further into the game you being chased all over the shop
[ get, the tougher the rooms get by dragon heads. Phwer
From the straightforward street Tiger Road is perfectly
scene, when a bunch of Ninjas reasonable, thera's lots going
are your only foas, you on and it's neithar too e .“..T
graduate to enclosed rooms too hard. | think it's simply the
Own-Trumpet too great. Your character moves with horrid fluffy monsters polishing-off section where its
ekl around the screen somewhat which jump around and savage development maybe Tell dowr
ydc _,r:..r,p iilv one of the erkily. In most of the scenes R, = The graphics move quickly, but
test martial arts games there's a fair bit of colour, but it aer ""-'--'_"r' gets better as they jerk and
vET written Yeh? And I'm the there s beean no attempt so far things go along,
King of 1 aslc to mMinimise

T gpr Huad definitely one o attribute

the most reaso able martial

whnal colour there
and there s clashes like billio. Most of

niahtmares doesn't seem 1o be any lack of these things are nearly
games The bad guys you're up imagination on the gameplay excusable but you really
ever written, and Igainst i wild-eyed kamikaze front. Just when you think shouldn't invite criicism Dy
i about the sum of it ninja psychopaths. There's the you've got the hang of the professing that your game is s
y storyline for a start little pestering sort who inflicts  Screen layout, you find yourseltf fantasticll
Kiddies kidnapped by ewvi small, but frequent amounts of
mperor to be trained as damage, and there's the huge
harrible a ns. Lee Wong end-of-level characters who can
loval dis Goodness and kill you straight off
3k 1] 5 to embark on Combatting the meanias Is
gscue mission. Iffy eh? more simple than in most of

Tiger Road is USG's nth this ilk. Mo special moves — just

om licence and 50 has a "'strike KEYy which will employ

awful lot to live up to in the whatever weapon you have al
hadow of Streetfighter and the time
1943. Unfortunately, it doesn't Extra weapons can be picked
te make it for reasons Il up by breaking opean pots whic h
sxplain later. First, let's break litter the area. There's a mace,
own exactly what's going on an axe and a stick, none of
The screen scrolls from right which seem to be any more or
eft and the graphics aren’t less effective than the others

uwdl FAX BOX
5 thor: In

ER ROAD lLobel Capcom Autho
. ‘ J:!{Iie Price: £8.95 Memory 48K/ 128K Joy-

RIVIEW stick: Various
eupmr:s —1__souwp | Reasonable though

hi ninja
606 '*?64 ”"""“"’Z”L'% look.

game
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DAT

DUAL PORT JOYSTICK
INTERFACE

Can also be used with two
joysticks with games that
allow simultaneous two
player control.

ONLY 28-99

] 2 joystick ports -
Kempston type - one
Cursor type.

Accepts any 9 pin
joystick including rapid
fire types.

J

ROBOTARM

Explore the facinating science of
Robotics with this fantastic fall
feature Robot Arm.

-I Human like dexterity - with 5 axis
of movement it is so versatile it
can manipulate and pick up any
ohject as small as a paper cup or ns
blg as a tennis ball.

_'l Easily controlled using 2 joysticks
[any & pin type] or connected to
your Spectrum with our special
Interface /Software to give
Computer/Robotic control. | see

[ ] Unigque Interface /Softwware

: package to allow you to
interface and contral the
Robotarm with your Spectrum.
Train mode allows you to store
and then repeat arm movement
SEqUENCES,

Computer and Robotic control is a
major subject in schools and
colleges - this is a unigque
introduction.

-
u

EL ELECTRONICS

FULL FUNCTION WITH 5 AXIS MOVEMENT

L]

Interface offer)

Comes wilh accessories !nrtuiﬁng'
Standard Grip Jaws to mimic
fAnger type grip: Magnetic Finger
Adaptor with release mechanlsm
Shovel Attachment for materials
handling: 4 Stabilising Legs for
heavier lifting jobs.

_'J Uses 4 HF2 batteries (not supplied)

to power motor movemeni

onLy £49.99

INTERFACE OFFER
Ll

J
-
onLy £19.99

This Interface is not

nesded to be able (o use Robotarm
but it makes possible interfacing
the Robotarm/Computer

Very casy Lo use,

Instructions lncluded

SNAPSHOT I

'_] Now you can backup your

games to microdrive or
_ tape.

'] Special compacting
techniques.

_] Add pokes or peck
programme then restart.

_J Built in joystick interface
(Kempston system).

£24.99 POST FREE

EXTENSION

CABLE

_] Distance peripherals from
your computer,
] Top quality connections.

NEW GUICKSHOT TURBO

_] Complete with Interface -
plugs straight into
Spectrum (all models).

_] All the features of the

construction.
best selling Quickshot I1
plus; [_] Superb styling.

onry £17.99 compLeTE

|__] Microswitch action for
even longer life.

[_] Extra rugged

onLy £8.99

TWO WAY
EXTENSION

_] Allows peripherals to be
connected together
(memory conflicts
allowing).

onny £10.99

SINC 1

GAMES ACE

J Accepts any 9 pin joystick

plus - delivers sound from
games through TV speaker
(fully controllable).

onNLY £10.99
Complete with Quickshot 11

oNLY £17.99

or complete with Quickshot Turbo

ONLY £21.99

DIGITAL
SOUND
SAMPLEH

00 O C

Permits recording any
sound digitally into

Replay at variable pitch
or with amazing effects.
Forwards /backwards /with
reverb/echo/flanging etc.,
etc.

Fully menu driven.
Complete hardware/
software package.

onry £34.99



ROBOTEK INTERPRINTER

_] Robotics & model control ] Connect fullsize

1 made easy on Spectrum., Centronics printers to

_] 4 independantly controlled your Spectrum.
outputs for relays, [ lete with ¢
models, lights etc. . f::llf printes

_] 8 independant inputs for 3 i
sensing etc. HiRes screen dump :

] This is the product that (Epson). Gu ICKSHOT ll ' Auto ﬂrcfrl:idi fire.

e A ¥

the Lego Publication _] Microdrive compatible J The world's top selling - ;h:i: ““;f'ti;;:;;m A
"Make and program joystick. ) Sglhil;zmi.ng oo BELC.
your own robots" was _J] Compatible with "~} Complete with interface. )
based on. Tasword 2. S '

_] Comes complete with 1 J Maximum compatibility -] Complete - no more to
cables. '] Easy to use. (Kempston system). . buy.

onty £20.99  onv£24.99  omy £13.99 ke

16K RAMPACKS DATA

FOR ZX 81 RECORDER
_‘ Brand new guaranteed _d Fully compatible Data
Sinclair product. _ Recorder.
;l Simply plug in for 16K. -] Top quality for reliable
results,
] Limited availablility. _] Free tapehead Cleaner.

onLy £5.99 onry £24.99

L 18 ults into m
IJIGHTW[RII.;[EH _l u:::;‘:ﬁ B EDEE. Fnsmenty ALL ORDERS NORMALLY DESPATCHED WITHIN 48 HRS
Just plug in and draw
circles, rectangles, —I Me-nu. GEIven. HOW I 0 ORDER
squares & freehand |_] Animate screens from
drawing. " {n:“m':ir:‘;' o BY PHONE BY POST
Ch inks, papers, ompiete pROEage 0782 74429;
\ - :ru:.:“ﬂl?etc gy includes lightpen & mﬂ E ——
| interface plus software. ﬂi?h-! 34;17;9? Send chioqute/FOu made  |UK ORDERS POST FRER
i ipes,
onLY £14.99 compLETE i e B s ks
T PRICES AND SPECIFICATIONS CORRECT AT TIME OF PRESS
lf rf" LEADS et ks AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE
+3 CASSETTE +2 JOYSTICK CALLERS WELCOME - Please reserve goods by telephone prior to visit,
ADAPTOR LEAD ADAPTOR LEAD
_] Now you can connect [_] Allows standard 9 pin
your +3 to a cassette joysticks (Quickshot I/
recorder. Turbo etc.) to be used
] 2ft long. on +2/+3 computers. l
(] Supports rapid fire A g
ony 2229 models eLeCTROMICS
REPLACEMENT onpLYy £2.99
CASSETTE LEADS DATEL ELECTRONICS LTD., FENTON INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
_| For 48/128/+2. REPLACEMENT T.V. GOVAN ROAD, FENTON, STOKE-ON-TRENT, ENGLAND.
LEAD ALL MODELS :
\ onLy £3.49 onLy £3.49 - SALES ONLY TECHNICAL ONLY
0782 744707 0782 7443214

SINC 1



The best deal,

“THE BEST SPECTRUM ARTIST
PROGRAM BAR NONE”

Spectrim frtists

SINCLAIR USER
CLASSIC,
NOVEMBER 1586

FULL PACKAGE
INCLUDING ARTISTII
AND MOUSE SYSTEM

oy £49.99

KEMPSTON
COMPATIBLE
JOYSTICK AND
MOUSE
INTERFACE

The Artist Il is an all new graphics package
following in the footsteps of its extremely successful predecessor,
the Artist. A host of powerful new features includes:-

@ SUPERB QUALITY MULTI-FEATURE @ PULL DOWN MENUS

® WINDOWS ICON DRIVEN @ FONT AND SPRITE DESIGNER @ ZOOM MODE
@® FLEXIBLE CUT AND PASTE @ ABLE TO SUPPORT MANY PRINTERS.

To complete the package, the Artist Il also comes witha top quality mouse system and

Kempston compatible joystick and mouse interface. T

ake advantage of this special offer,
then just plug in and go!!

ALL ORDERS NORMALLY DESPATCHED WITHIN 48 HRS

HOW TO ORDER ...
BY PHONE BY POST UK ORDERS POST FREE
L .
n ad E o il EURCPE | OVERSEAS
ADD £1.00 ADD £
WTRE THT0T Sond chaguesPO's mads
34 hr Credit Card Line payable 1o 'Daral Clacironics” TAX 0782 T44292

DACEL

eLeCR0NI0S

DATEL ELECTRONICS LTD, FENTON INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
GOVAN ROAD, FENTON, STOKE-ON-TRENT, ENGLAND

SALES ONLY

PLEASE STATE 0182 1744701
48/+2/+3WHEN ORDERING

TECHNICAL ONLY

0782 744324




n a politically sensitive

country, a spy has nicked

some peace documents
({things are sounding original
aren't they?), and you have
been sent in to go ‘yee har, kill,
maim’ and give that bad ol’ spy
a slap on the wrist. This is G.1.
Hero.

The flight in sees you
apparently meeting up with
another trained loony, a dog,
quantly called Killer. This is
when the plane’'s engines fo
phawarrowwwwcrooow and
Killer (who obviously has more
brains than you) decides to take
his chances while you'ra still in
the air, and jumps from the
plane.

After a heavy landing, you go
searching for Killer. I've seen
some bad storylines for games
before, but this is terrible.

Anyway, on with the show!
You have to find Killer
ipersonally, I'd quite like to see
a scrunched dog with a VERY
surprised look on its face after
realising it couldn't fly), and
you've got your rifle or machine
gun or whatever it is to blow
away all the naughty men who
try to stop you finding the
kamikaze canine.

The graphics are big and well
animated with quite a few
different stances for the main

. ol Ay

but if yvou are one of those

people I'd recommend this

game 10 you.

the fact that there was no
mention of music in the high

nuffink from one tune on
loading,
a few chirruping crickets.

shooting things for hours are
few and far between nowadays,

| was slightly bewildered by

score table, but | couldn’t hear

and bleak effects, with

Well, that's all | can say about
G.1. Hero, it's just
uncemmentonforverylong and
quite mediocre when compared
to scrumidlyuptious games that
we've sean in recent months.

I think this game would have
been better as a Silverbird
game instead of a full-pricerll

character, as well as the
enemies. You have a range of
waird and wonderful
equipment including a satelite
link up which seems to have
very little use, except to
decipher the scrolly message
from Telecomsoft.

When doing all the amazingly
unoriginal things that your hero
can do, you use a menu system
which is fairly straightforward,
but should have been explained
slightly better for all the
‘Fickos’, as Jim calls them

In G.I. Hero, you seem to

spend much of your time doing

sod all, and, as far as I've
managed to get, there's
absolutely no sign of ol dog
brains.

Apparently, you do
eventually come to a base of
some sort, but | can't believe
that it could be so good that it
would change my opinion of
this game. There just isn't any
content to the game, and
people being amused by simply

ARCADE
- - Author N.

G'-.L HERG Ll" b.ﬂ-' Ffrﬂ'bl-f'd KJF I?EK

Brawrr Price .E? ?5 Memory
Joystick Various

] Playable yet um_nf-;
teresting game wit
stupid storyline.

L:"'-.t'._I::l...---n.'c‘ ﬂ" 1]...4 i
'— —j Ly W ET ] £
PI.A‘I’.&H-ILIT‘I" I..ﬁ.ST hBIHT‘I'

e
REVIE
GRAPHICS _

{__ SGUHD
[£]70/5"40
4160 O |45

~ OVER ALL

| 45



IF you reckon we're
talking rubbish
don’t just stand
there. ..

Tell us what you

think.

Stick your
comments on paper,
fill in and cut out
the coupon below
and send it in . ..

GARFIELD

uick somebody give this

maniac Taylor a few years off.
| am of course talking abeout
Garfield. This mega crud makes
Living Daylights look cool. Okay
the graphics are brilliant, but ]
think they forgot playability, sound
and lastability ever existed when
they made this game. The game is
as playable as a soggy cornflake
and the sound is zilch. How could
you give this game a Classic,
you've just let the mag down. Mind
you, 1 still think your mag is ultra
cmucial even after this tragedy.
David Ratcliffe
Northumberland
Putting his fiver towards:
Operation Wolf

@ Crabam says: Also poor

Yorrick, | knew him well. Now
that was ¢ tragedy.

FOOTBALL
MANAGER 2

hile reading your super

cosmic mag I read
Graham's review of the ‘mega’
Football Manager 2. |
immediately umped on the nesxt
bus to town and forked out my last

tenner on it. When I returned
home 1 played the game for 30
seconds and observed that it was
total crap and mega-unrealistic.

It was so crummy [ had to pull
the plug on it! If it was re-released
for 10p only a midless moron
(Graham!) would buy it. [ would
give it 2% for graphics. If you do

Although 1 must admit that you
are starting o use more Spectrum
scrpen shots, but at the moment |
don't know whether to call the
mag Sinclair User or Sinclair &
Commodore User or Sinclair
User's text & Commodore
graphics or even Sincodore User.

S ] Longworth

not print this letter [ will send it to
you! lst class!! Now what do you
think of that?

CP Woolhouse

Lancs

Putting his fiver towards:
ARerburner

@ Graham says: Well not a lot
aetually. He was far too bored e
commeni on your speeific
complaints. Nowever he asks
what do you think about the
subjoct of the rights of dumb
animals? Or what sbout the

ezone layer?

FABBO COMMENTS

riliant! That's the only way to
describe Sinclair User.

Recently, [ bought Sinclair User for A
the first ime. It was so good, [ got

the November edition as well. The
reviews are superb. I found their
information dead accurate. I am
fed up with Graham, Chris, Tony
and Jim being criticised though, 1
think they are wicked. Keep up
the good work tads. But I have one
question 1o ask. Who is GT?
ipopping up everywhere!) and if
you don't print this, | will cry, and |
won't get your mag for ever and
ever, so there! By the way, [ am
getting Tracksuit Manager
because you said it was a Classic!
No complaints about Sinclair
Ugar!ll

Christopher Goodchild

Essex

Putting his fiver towards: Track
Suit Manager

@ This dees make a change.
Someone actually agreeing with
us about the fact that we are
better than everybody else. GT
is, in fact, none other then our
very own El Presidente, who just
like in real life, pops up
everywhere. Did you know that if
you fumble up the letters in your
name, add a few and take some
away, you ge! ‘Mrs. Pillon’. |
smell something fishy.

Yaur magazine is undoubtedly
one of the bast on the market
at the moment (what do you mean
at the moment?)

So why, when reviewing games
do you insist on using Commodore
screan dumps. We know that they
have superior graphics. When |
read a review | am still not sure
that the graphics are as good as
you say, due to the fact that we
never see them

Seooter Simulator

@ What are you on? We haven't
printed a C64 sereenshet since

Putting his fiver towards: Ninja

1924, and you weren't even born
then, so how do you remember.
Go away.

CHRIS

OVERLANDER

You silly little poo Jenkins! Has
your brain fallen out of your
ear? You plop. Why did you give
Overlander 81%7 It's worth at
least 100%, wally. My +2 is now
recovering from the shock of me
playing this brill game on it. The
graphics are worth 99% and the
sound is worth 99% and my + 2 still
hasn't got its breath back.

This game is brill. Buy it today.
The megatapes are brill, by the
way, but if you don't print this
review [ shall flush all my Eifs
down the loo and never buy
again. Bye bye.

Carl Redfern

West Midlands

Putting his fiver towards:
Operation Wolf

@ Chris says: | know it's a good
game, that's why | gave it 2 good
mark. Even if my brain had
fallen out of my ear, I'd still
have twice as many brain cells as
you. By the way, we don't care if
you flush all your Ll mags
down the pan. After all, whe
paid for them?

MANAGER

ch on earth did Tony Dillon
get something right! “Mum get
me an aspirin, please.” What 1 am
writing about is Tony Dillon's
review of Tracksuit Manager. |
gaw it, 33%, whoopee! Get that. [
got it home, loaded it in, and it
didn’t load. Poo! S0 | turned it over
and it loaded, MEGA! This game is
g0 cool | didn't hear Mum calling
me for tea, AAARGH. No tea. The
ornly snag is when you choose your
own team and type all your
players in, they're all crap. A
question 1o leave you with. Has
Tony Dillon turned over a new
leaf?

lain Sisson

Suttan

@ Dillon says: Clad you agree.
In answer to your question, I'm
Just turning the same old leaf

over and over again,

DALEY
THOMPSON'S
OLYMPIC
CHALLENGE '88

f 1 ever see Tony Dillon in a dark
ley, he will wish that he had

never heard of DTOC. He gave
this brilliant game only T2% when
tha mark should have been a
classic. The graphics are
MEGACOOL which is more than |
can say about the thing on the {romt
of your mag which you like 1o call
a2 game. OK, the sound is not the
best around but the end product is
miuch betier than the onginal. S0
GO SUCK AN EGG
Michael Meehan
Nottingham

@ Dillon says: | never said it
wasn't better than the original,
but come on, it's hardly a
brilliant game is it. By the way,
you name the alley, and I'll be
there.




OLYMPIC
CHALLENGE

ony Dillon doesn't know what
he's ralking about. 72% A lousy
78% for Daley Thompson's
Olympic Challenge, yes that's
what I'm on about. It deserves
§0,000,000,000, It's brilliant. Okay,
it may ache your arms, but at least
I know what I'm talldng about.
What's this then? Ripping off their
own ideas? They're better than
you matey. I agree with the brill
graphics and sound. but
playability? | couldn't get off it.
When | saw it in the shop
{censored name), I thought T'd wait
for you to review it, but why put 72
for a joystick knackering, mega
trendy game. You'd better give me
your dosh or else I'll set the
Kamikaze Bear on you. Stll, | think
you mag's brill
Paul Mountney
Birmingham

@ Dillon says: | don’t know you,
10 don't you dare call me matey.
Jon Riglar's the only one whe
ealls me matey, but he lives in
Plymouth, se that's alvight. The
whole point of the playability
mark is to let you know generally
how good the control is and how
well the game plays. Continual
left and right on the jeystick for
hours on ond is neither fun or
playable. So bog off.

LASER SQUAD

AY OFF TONY! He may have
some games, and quite

rightly too, they're crap compared
1o Laser Squad, well deserving its

any moment. Add tons of vicious
weapons to play around with and a
wickedly tough opponent that
knocks others for six and you have
a Classic game. The only niggling
point is the lack of a quit button
when you cause your mission to be

@ Tony says: Glad you liked it.
I've just been speaking to the
Gallup boys, and they tell me the
expansion pack is ready now, so
get that order in the past.

GAME OVER II

don't know what you're playing

at Jim, only giving a mega brill
game like Game Over I1 E7% isa
serious offence and if you do it
again then YOU DIE - get the drift.

As soon as Game Ower II was
released | zoooocomed out to buy
it. I played it, found out the access
code and completed it and now
you can't get me off the old Speccy
(ooer). 5o ] advise EVERYBODY to
getl It

1 reckon it should get 85% for
graphics, 93% for game play, 70%
for sound and 90% for lastability.
Antony Gayter
Poole
Putting his fiver towards:
Operation Wolf

@ Came Over Il was bordering
on plop. | can't believe you'd
give it anything like these
marks. Methinks the cold
weather has affected your brain.

R-TYPE

{ Jim doesn't immediately

Classic this game, I'll rip out his
eyes and stick R-Type down his
throat. This is the best ever,
sponditious, crucial, mega wicked
game! The colour and spectacular
explosions, as well as the aliens,
beat any other Spectrum game
into the ground, even Operation
Wolf {which isn't very hard to

complete). Every time you play R-
type you get a little further so the
lastability goes up. I'm on level
four, but there are eight, so it's not
easy.

This kicks Salamander into
1982 and beats up Zynaps with its
little finger. R-Type is a part of
Spectrum history, the best ever
shoot-'em-up. Anyone who doesn't
have it is, in a word, totally lame!
lan Gorsld
London
Putting his fiver towards:
Aterburner or Robocop

@ Jim says: So you agree then?

TARGET
RENEGADE

RGH! Jimbo you are a triffic

reviewer for giving Target
Renegade 10 out of 10. You were
so right, the graphics are superb,

All in all an excellent game and
a whole lot of fun for the daft price
of £7.95 (they must be mad)
Jayson Snipe
Birmingham
Putting his fiver towards: Crazy
Cars

OCTAN

0-:!.1:1 78% overall, are you
mad Jim (yes, completaly)?
This game is the best ever (for
£2.99) and it should have got a
classic. The graphics are brill and
it's so hard to complete it's 100%
addictive.

In the review you said it cost
£2.99, then in the Fax Box you said
it was £1.99. It was, in fact, £2.99,
bt this does not change the
excellent game play

Great work Silverbird, keep it

the sound is good and although the up.

scrolling isn't too ace, it is still a Paul Wilburn

good game, well put together and Debdale

presented Putting his fiver towards: Buggy
Boy

The two player option is a good
idea, so you work as a team. Also
the different scenarios eg Car
Park, Shopping Precinct, Bouncers
in a pub are really great.

Skinheads, Beastie Boys, Dogs,
Hells Angels and Ladies of the
night are all in it, if Target
Renegade hasn't got it then it's

@ So let me get this straight.
Although it actually costs
£2.99, we printed £1.99 in the
fax box although we said it was
£2.99 in the review, bul when
you bought it you discovered that
probably not worth seeing people were selling it for £2.99
anyway. even though — (shut up — GT).

very so often — well very often actually - you write to tell us that we
Eb:ncm nothing about anything and insist that some program we
trashed is actually the best game ever. Conversely you blast us for
gaying something is great that you absolutely loath and detest.
. Enough is enough. We can't take any maore, if you think you're as clever
you write the damn magazine. We mean it!

Every month we'll devote a page to a selection of your opinions on the
latest software, Don't get mad — write the review you think the game
should have received and we (subject only to space) will print ii.

Now, aside from seeing your work in print we will send you a crisp £S5 -
or cheque — to put towards the software title of your choice - tell us what
you plan to spend the money on il your review is printed.

You've probably noticed that we don't print pictures any maore, So you
can stop sending them. Jim only sticks them on his typewriter and burns a
hole in them anyway.

S0 get cracking — write your reviews and send them together with the
completed coupon below.

YOUR REVIEWS

Maximum 150 words. No swearing, libel or illegibility and come out of the corner
fighting. Don't beat around the bush - tell us straight what you think. Send your
review (or any recent game) and fill in the coupon. *Send the lot to The Write

Stuff, Sinclair User, 30-32 Farringdon Lane, London EC1R 3AU.

Namle .......conxnases

I'm going to put my fiver toWards ... s

e e B B B B B BEEE RS RS I NI TR SRR § SRt R LR

*Reviews supplied without full name and address will not be considered for
publication.




hether it's complete
and utter coincidence,
whether great minds

think alike, or whether one
pinched the idea fram the other,
it's remarkable that TWO arcade
games based on the circus
should appear in the same
month; especially since there
are hardly any circuses left in
operation in real life. | mean,
you wouldn't expect anyone 1o
do an Olde-Tyme Variety Music
Hall game would you?

obviously
as much
games as
mucking out tigers.
What we have here is a
collection of four events. You
can quit any ong and move on
to the next load if you wish, but
obviously to finish the game
you must succeed in all four
events: Tiger Taming, High
Wire, Trapeze and Trick Horse
Riding {that's doing tricks while
riding a horse, not a funny

What's remarkable about
Circus Games — if anything can
be said to be remarkable about
it —is that it's a licence. Yes, the
famous Ringling Brothers and
Barnum & Bailey "'Greatest
Show on Earth' has singled out
Tynesaft for the honour of
having their name on the cover
of Circus Games; they

collapsing animal).

The graphics are
unremarkable throughout, and
the music is hideous, which is &
bit of a shock since it's by Dawvid
Whittaker. The first event, Tiger
Taming, is particularly poor.
The aim is to make the tigers
perform three tricks; you have a
whip and a chair, and must keep

do about

all three under control if you
hope to escape uneaten. The
tricks vary from making the
tigers walk through tubes, to
walking them from one side of
the cage to the other; very
exciting, you'll agree

The next event, Trapeze, is a
bit better; left and right makes
you swing higher on the
trapeze, fire makes you jump to
the other trapeze and perform a
somersault, It's unfortunate that
the animation is too slow to
make things very thrilling.

Event three, Tightrope,
COULD have been interesting. It
features a split-screen display,
and demands that you move
across the tightrope while
balancing your big pole (oo-er).
In the middle you have to
perform a somersault, which is
tricky as you tend to lose your
balance on landing. tightrope is
guite good fun; pity there isn't a
bit more 1o it.

Lastly and leastly, Trick Horse

Riding. Here, you balance a ____,_,4——-—"—'_'——_

stunted Christmas-tree fairy on
the slowest-moving horse
yvou've ever seen, Her task is to
avoid custard pies thrown by
the clown, to jump through
hoops and so on.

After completing all the
gvents you must load the Menu
section to display your high
score, but frankly my dears |
wouldn't bother. There's
nothing in Circus Games to
really make you want to get
involved = though Circus Circus
from Martech s superficially
similar, it's a whale lot better
than this bag of tricksl



The weekly...

The trouble with trying to
write an ad for New
Computer Express is there
are so many good reasons
to buy it you don't know
which to mention
first.

Should it
be the
spectacularly
low cover
price of 48p7?

Or the fact
that because 1t
comes out every
week, it's bang
up-to-the-minute on
news and reviews?

What about its
remarkable
buyers' guides
packed with
detail and
fact-backed
opinion?

Or its
crystal clear
series of articles
aimed at computing
beginners?

Perhaps it would be
better to start with the
point that each i1ssue
includes a special info-

What readers say

titlate you on releasing such

Ronni Stirling, Glasgow

H J Muellr-'l Thu Adventure Club

crammed section

dedicated to each of the
main computers.

Not forgetting the
magazine's dynamic,
modern layout.

Or its string of

exclusives.
Or its
mischievous
sense of
humour.
Or 1ts brash,

to all things
computing.
Or its ad pages packed
with the latest
bargains (and
macde
irresistible
by the
magazine's
unique
discount
voucher
scheme).
The fact is, it's
dangerous to start
anywhere with New
Computer Express. Once
you do, you're hooked for
life.

jintain your

by far the best weekly computer magazine on the market.”

Huan !lu.]a Southampton

remarkable news

exciting approach

ooupursn,.... ;
EXPRESS

All you ever
needed 10 know
(bt were fon
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MILK CHOCOLATE

ime for our

I regular look at new choccie bars
to help you through a tough
afternoon.

CADBURY’'S STRAWBERRY
CREME 21p Milk chocolate with strawberry
flavoured fondant centre — that’s goo to you and
me. Jim: “l thought it was nice.”” Alison: “Boring
and bland. Pooh.”” Chris: A bit sickly.”” VERDICT:
Give it a miss.

TERRY'S LOGGER 19p Milk chocolate with 54%
unidentified gunge. Jim: "Hurts your mouth
when you bite it off.” Alison: "Pooh.” Chris:
“Like eating polyfilla.” VERDICT: Good for
wedging doors open.

CADBURY'’S ICE BREAKER 24p Blend of milk
and plain chocolate with minty chips. Jim:
“QOrright, but | prefer Matchmakers.” Alison:
“Slightly less pooey than the others.” Chris:
“Very festive. Feed it to the reindeer.” VERDICT:
Not too bad.

TERRY’'S DARK 22p Plain chocolate with
almonds and raisins. Jim: “Didn’t do anything
for me.” Alison: “Too healthy for me.”” Chris: “I
don’t like the almonds. Or the raisins. And | don’t
think much of the chocolate.” VERDICT: Ucky.

TOBLERONE DARK 89p Plain version of the
famous Swiss bar. Jim: “I'd rather be having a
white Toblerone.” Alison: It got stuck in my
teeth.” Chris: “Great. Pity | can’t afford it.”"
VERDICT: An expensive luxury.

Japanese sci-fi epic
cartoons, featuring some
incredible film-like
animation, fantastic
hardware designs and
fast-moving plots.

If you're familiar with the
Lensman series by E.E.
“Doc” Smith, you'll
recognise many of the
elements of this vid; two
ancient civilisations, the
Arisians and Eddorians,
battle for control of the

OVERALL VERDICT: Stick with the apples and
oranges, mates!

El'] says: Remember kids, don’t eat too much
chocolate as it makes your toothy-pegs drop
out.

------------------------------------------------------------

COUPON

The first reader to send us a photo-booth type
piccy of themselves with a whole bagful of
Maltesers in their gob will win all of the above

chocolates. galaxy. The evil Eddorians
CESEEGT S TR MR sl L S use;gihr:irra:ﬂ; :::Sl??ﬁlgone
RSN BEE oo oer st srninssninssssnshosatusiitissstsssseasressornssaessys & ’

Arisians use the Lensmen,
heroioc warriors given
superhuman powers by
the semi-living Lens
grafted to their hands. The

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Send to: ‘mmf mmf, I've got a mush full of choc,’
Sinclair User, 30-32 Priory Court, Farringdon
Lane, LONDON EC1

his one’s a blast: one
of the seemingly
endless selection of

latest Lensman is young
Human Kim Kinnison,

and together with the axe-

wielding giant Van

Buskirk he takes on
menaces including alien
slavers, living spaceships

and carnivorous
underwater palm trees.
Great fun - let's hope

there are more Lensman
vids on the way (oh yes,
let's — AS).




he ultimate accessory for all you lazy Best employed while lving flat on your bad

swines. We've had remote contol TV. We've in ultra-recline mode on your Sealy Saville
had those ludicrous robot things that will

carry the Radio Times from one sofa-bound

ombie to another. Now even the most lazy sod host of other things. You can weai

walking along and see exactly what your legs

in the whole world won’t have an excuse not 1o

armchair, you can watch TV without ha
raise your neck a jot, the specs can be used ol

g,

TREIM Wil

watch nowadays, thanks to TV SPECTACLES! laak like as you do it. You can, urm, well that
Yes. For the outlandish sum of £35 (yes, Thirty- about your lot really. 5till, great value, en?

five Pounds Sterling) FFWD in Newburgh Stireet
Carnaby Street’'s back door) will supply you

with a pair of very well made specs. They're a
SmMSs ana nose-

Captions:

s those Crazxh

Space Invader in disguise? MNo. It

complicated arrangement of pri
TV SPECTACLES!

guards, but unlike any other
they allow you to see at virtually any angle you

of glasses

desire. “Geat this thing off me!”’ (say the spe«

& =
&4 First person to send us an envelope marked “Blimey-o-flip | bet you a Malteser that I'm the

first person with the right answer’’ Competition, Sinclair User, Priory Court, 30-32 Farringdon
misastion

E,..? Lane. London EC1R 3AU, and enclose the correct answer fo the following stonker of a qu
and a single Malteser will win the TV Spectacles shown here.

e
= Extremely wacky captions: The television shown on pages 48 and 53 is made by whom
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Actuon Service 7.26  imp. Mission 2 — D2 7.25  TheDouble 789  Lighiphaser 2995 Shinoty 4. 95 l
Adw Art Siudio 17.99 —— 8.30 Thi Fury = D3 788 30 Glasses 39,95 Shooting Galery 22.95 Desbile Dragon 780 |
Y ——. 1 ] T EO Jail Bradk 3.894 The Games — D3 7.3% Contral Srick 14 86 Space Harms 44 95 |
Al Brerechrr 578 Iron Lowd — Bl 10.99 Tha Pewn — 128K 2 a9 Coamal Pad 698 ‘!?.Dull:l'hlrrll" an 24 85
Arimnator i YT Jwwwts of Darkness 988 Thiastis Europa 408 WMapid Fire Unit 5.95 Spy v Spy 14.95 Atusr Burmar — pass..., .80 1
Arnals ol Fome T Jimsnge + 3 gk 95940 Thisides Blade — D3 1.580 ¥ i s Jovatichk 12.00 Subrmaning 30 44 98 Aee Bur ~ disk . £10.89
i &as vt Kisrird + 7.50 Thunder Cats — B2 6.30 Ciisckahiot 15 Jintick 14,99 Super Tennis 14.95 e a—
Arkgned | — 02 830 Kright Oirg LR ] Tigar Aosd — 03 7849 Action Fighter 12.95 Ty Boy 14,98 =
Astint 1l — 128K 15.99 Komami Coll — D3 T80 Tigreé Stoodsdl — D2 550 Afvar Burnar 24,96 Tha Minja 22.95% Oparwiion Woll —cass .. £8.30
Artist Il — 48K 12.99 Kryles B.30 Tirna + Magick — D2 17.88 Alan Kidd 1295 Thunderbisde 2405 Opaemtion Wl — disk . 10,95
Ayt Il — + 3 dlink 15 949 Lanceror — D& 11,08 Tiersnn of Lore — D2 7.89 Mden Kidd — Lost Stars 14,85 Wonderboy - Monsterdand 24,95
Aetura — D3 B 40 Lad Stoerm — D3 798 Total Eclipss — D2 7.50 Adinr Syndeama 24,88 Wonderboy 2285
Barbasian Il — D2 7.50 Liwe + Lat Dis — D2 7.50 Track Suit Manager 7.60 Agiro War/Pipat 23.95 Wodidl Liranidd Pria 2285 Thundarbiads —casa... 7,80
Bards Tals — D3 7.89 Magnificent 7 - D3 7.50 Typhoon — DF 6.30 Agtec Advaniune 2286 Wosld Soccer 44,95 Thunderbists — disk £12.99
Btrmsn — 07 7.60  MotorMassacre — D3 6,40  Untouchsbles — D 7.60  Bank Panc 1498  ¥'s 31.95
farthid Germany a8 M.OT, Universe — D3 2,88 Vigtory Road — D2 7.80 Black Beit 1295 Zaxxon 30 24 95 p———————————
Riomic Cosmenandos — D3 7.25 [T ] 2.98 Yingecatar — DF 5 .50 Blade Eagle 30 24 B5 Titlipn 1295 | Carviwr Comn'd — cans..£10. 99
Btack Laeng — D1 5 .50 Night Raider — 03 7.99 Virus — D1 5.5 Caplain Silvar 74 8% Zillagn ) 2285 | Conrviar Com'd —disk ..[ 10,88
Bisck Tiger — D3 7.89 Manselis Racing — D3 7.88 Wulcan 7.50 Chopifier 22,85 1
Bulible Babbis - D1 5.50 Deman Competition - D3 9,68 W ane Champs — D3 7.50 Cubm Zone 22.85 "o NINTENDO SYSTEM ==
Busgpes Boy 580  DCP A Studic 999  WeclsMans — D2 6.30  Doubles Dragon 74.95 Canerod Deck 28 99 A-Typa — esan £7.50
Butchaer Hill — D2 &40 Oparation Wall — D2 B.30 Whirligg - D1 &30 Enduro Racer 232.85 Deluxe Control Deck 145 .98 R-Type — dink 10,88
Cavias Command — D2 1089 Dutn — D3 T.25 Tl War 7.50 F 16 Fightar 14.88 Aobot 48 58 i
Ciybeengid Il - D2 6.40  Owerlosd — D2 7.50 Fantasy Zone i2.85  Zspper Gun i4.99
Duncly 5. TH Pacland B.76 ans OWETICKS/ACCE """ Fanissy Zone Il 24 85 Donkay Kong 3 19 98 TITLES TO CLEAR
Diark Eusion — D2 840 PRicrmbieg TS Ham Turba 14.99 Faniasy Zone — Maze 12 95 Donkey Knng 19.99 c
Drouble Dragon 7.50 Pro Saccer — D1 B 40 Plug + 2/ + 3 Covar 4.99 Gangster Town 22.95 Pooeve 18.89 ALL AT OME PRICE
Dy Minjas — D2 TR0 PusHs Saga — DA 7.25 Plun 2 Lasd 499 Ghost Houss 14.05 Tennia 14.599 £2.99EACH
. Toens Odympics — 03 7,50 Petes Baardaiey A.78 Plus 3 Coss Lead 4.99 Glabal Detence 22.6% King Fu 1489 NEMESIS, UAZATRON
Diyrarrie Dug & 80 Puycho Pigs Usk — D3 T 65 Muitiface 1388 30, 50 Golvelsus 74 95 Lifsais i o 2499 HAMBET INTER K ARATE
Echelon — D3 7.54 Ouesison Sport — D2 i1 @8 Face 3 39 99 Great Basaball 22.85 Pinball 24 99 FIGHTING WARRIOR
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ALSO AVAILABLE ON DFSK FORMAT:D1 = £9.99 DI - £10.99 D3 = £12.99 D4 = £14.99
MAIL ORDER CUSTOMERS PERSONAL CALLERS CREDIT CARD HOLDERS

Piapse make chaque/PD payable 1o: 5.C. 5, (¥5), 6566 Green Lanes
London N8 0QY. P&P: Add 50p in UK, EEC add £1,00 per itemn,
sisewhere add £2.00. Add [5 for all machines + £1,00 for
Joysticks & Accessones. Please give slternative choice in case

iherms are out of stock. Tel: 01

M-g 2907, 3408565, 611 4627

Callewrs can peck up software at our branches at: 221 Tortenham
Cowrt Aoad, Londor W 1R BAF inr Goodge Street Stn.) or 6565
Green Lance NB DQY inr, Twmpike Lane 5in) on production of this
advert wa will give you | 0% off the RRP of Sotvware which

appeats on this

ri [excapt Sega + Nentendo|

Access and Visa Card Holders ring: 01-348 2907, 01340 8585,

01-831 4627

Credit Card orders despatched sarma day subpect to availabaday
Please note we also stock telephones. cordless, sccessones
Answer Fax, Copier, Calculator machenes. Tel: 01-438 9580

Orbix, Sky Runnes, West Bank, Bartie

WIN WITH

COURSEMASTER
THE COMPUTER HORSERACING PROGRAMME

%y

* RATES ANY RACE IN SECONDS — ANY DALY NEWSPAPER 15 ALL YOU MEED

« NEVER out ol date — Both N
& AMAZING ACCURACY — Mow you CAN BEAT THE BOOK

Hunt and Fia - Fasi data enr

# Works on the ssmple principle that FAST HORSES BEAT SLOW OMES 111

-Ehiﬂ;ﬂ-nﬁﬁ-thﬂmmm

# First
of bt

Aually works out

race pius hese AMATING Faaluras -
and ihard chaice Shown lor forecasts and Trcasts eic Recomminds most sustabile

Planets, Sir Fread, Spec Graf, Equinou,
Aevolution, Pole Position, Toy Bizare,
Fighter Pilot, Action Reflex, Sailing, Fighting
Warrior, Mindsiona, Red Scorpion, Fifth
Ousdrant, Cosmic Shock Absorbar,
Pulsator, Xarg Temple of Terror,
Deactivators, Bride of Frankenstein, Xcal,
Ball Blarer, Skylox, Hacker, The Big Sleare,
Jet Pac, Through the Trap Door,
Mooncresta, Knightmene, Pyracurss,
Moonlight Madness, Killer Ring, Kinetik,
Migsion Om . Biggles, Wibstars, Hybnd,
10¢h Frama, Triawos, Drusd I, Gyron, Lords
of Midnight. Life of Harry Prodigy, The
Eidolon, Cop Out. Dark Empére, blm
Taks, Koronis Rift, Bubbler, Tempest,
Twnsiar, Marmaid Madness, Deathacaps
Greylell, Desdringer, Hacker Il, Mihlist,
Tujad, Moutie Micks Deathride, Les Flics,
Impossable Mission, Space Shuttle, Jarry
the Gem, Costa Capers, (Pleass choose
alternatives to avoid disappointmant].

SPECTRUM £2.99 EACH

Dwath or Glory, Winter Dlympiad B8,
Headcoach, Colour af Magie, Remparts,
Starre, Dark Scaptra, Blacklamp, Implosion,
Jailbroak, Nemesis, Gunslinger, T T Racer,
Chuckie Egg. Crosswire, Venom Strikes
Back, Strip Poker 1|, JSW2Manic Minor,
Galatic Games, Guadcalanal, Lazer Tag.
Teladon, Championship Sprint, Faloon
Renegade Lord, Caplain Amarica, Hysteria,
International Kerate «, Blood Valley,
Survivor, North Star, Dragons Lair, Escape
from Singe's Castle, Karnov, Supersprint,
Diamond, Black Maghe, Tetris, Samuri
Trilogy. Gothik, Gea Bes Air Rally,
Centurions, Rsmpage, Star Raiders I,
Magnertron, lelrEhDa'p'Jlghﬂ Z-fnam
Chala, Tarrama Gristhe

SPECTHRUM (

fH‘-."IF‘iL A TIUN

EUHMN-OP i
Breakthrough, E:prm Ras nar Mulm Cross,
Crystal Castla. All for £2,99

BYRITE SOFTWARE

Dept SU, PO Box 589, London N14 65J

o loway

for [!!99

Bounty Bob, Mailstrom

Jerman, Starrion, Monty on tha Run

Marspon. N.qh:ﬂunnnr_ Matabolis, Xeno
I tar £2.99

Inteérnatonal Karate, Hacker I, !Irml Hazsle,

Prohibdtion. Rebel, £2 99,

Maghtflite 2 H 3

Ormnce, Grdeunnear, Plianrf.nll_ Haeathiroe,

Gind Patrol. Knot in 30, Stayfire, Core, Dark

Empire, Evil Crown, Mick Faldo's Opan

Invaders, Xena, Blood and Guls snd many
many mors!

Rotronics Waladrive + 1 frea 64K Wafa
E17.49 inc PRP.

Extra Wafadrive Cartridges: 168K £2.00 sach,
B4k £3.50 each

Spectral Writer (Word Processor on Watal
E£3.85 aach.

Alphacom Paper (black) § rolis C10.95 inc
PRF

Trojan Light Pen « Graphics Software (+2
only] E6.

Postage 1-1 titles 75p 4 or more £1.00
Dwersead orders add £1.00 per cass.

Tel 01-882 6833

b ks incheding (SINGLES and DOUBLES

yiner WINNINGS on
wln and gach way,) PATENTS, YANKEES, CANADIANS, HEINZ etc. Good EACH WAY and

LONG 0DDS bels clearly shown

.mnmw SLIP for you

# Maintains a .ncmm mLhmmmrlmﬁan
Keap a complets recond of your botting or compans ©

H n’“#u:muﬁgwnmmnsmu [Thes supert BT i i

Dty Syl
i B programme, Aernﬁ:’u prudum huge wins from small stakes. | Try @' Can
for itsall many Bmes oeer on the
* with 20 page BETTING GUIDE and MAMUAL
FREE WOT TP OF THE MONTH T0 EVERY PURCHASEN
Al For £14.95 inc Posl + packing (Disc Usars please add ©2 00 lor disc)
Available now Tor all Specirums (nc f!-d-lal;wmﬂh Dunvm:l-nruﬁil V28, Sinciair OL, (add £1,00
for mdrive), Amstrad CPC, All BBC and Electron, IBM/PC compatibles. Plaase state which

£ STOCKS AND SHARE MASTER

lA%ﬂmmMMEﬂwwmmmmmvhh

SPE

+ Masnlains an up o date AECORAD ol your portiolio. PRICES, PROFIT o LOSS 50 Companies
gummni- Amy number of reconds.

- Wa;ﬂﬂLlM~Mihdwmdmammmt Should you BUY, HOLD or

* Saa muvmur%muﬂu}um INDIVIDUAL SHARES
# SPECULATE or FOR ould you be befter 32 8 BEAR, BULL o STAG
*'I'I'hd't-rvw NWWMMWWMMHMKWKHmﬂ

Foa the buzz and vibraton of the mar
- buzz and vibration of the markets without i you wish. Pla
bchtdln;?ﬁqlumﬂmm"r Flatier your 'Wﬂu YO akE &

this markets

The besl INVESTMENT you can make af £14.95 inc plp
mﬂmmwmw {48k and above nc + 3 disc version). Plus Three wersion add £2.00 for

£ PROFIT FROM YOUR MICRO - YOUR OWN SMALL INESS USING YOUR MICRD

@ WHATEVER your MICRO 1= you can use it Io make a good inooena! Even # you only have a
couplea of houns spare each week!

@ 'We have pat logethar a package of sasy. sensible and prachcal businass ideas whach can sasily
be usad by amyone with ahy mecro. Mo compuler axperdise requinsd

@ Earn ££'s from home doing whal you enjoy doing — using your COMPUTER! It dossn’t matier

& You already have all you need o starl saming
.TmﬁmammumhmuulilﬂLMLmehmm W i
show you how 1o find fhem!

Full stop by siep guide 1o EARMING MOMNEY FROM YOUR MICRO.
FREE BUSINESS IDEAS CASSETTE TAPE WITH EVERY COPY L1295 inc pAp
SPECIAL OFFER: Buy any 2 of iha above - discount £2.00. Buy all threa - discount £5 00

WIRASET Lid Dopt (50), FREEFOST (he siamp sovded) § Sidardule Cless, Sorse Cavert,

ZBR. (Large SAE for harther datails)




What a lively bunch of chappies (sorry, and girlies) those
Ocean bods are. One minute they’re off to the theatre,
next minute they're whizzing along in their broom
broomers, next minute they’re watching the telly — phew,
not enough days in the week for this lot. Us weedos at ElY
finally caught up with them and had a chat about games,
hobbies and life in general — so here we go ...

THEY'VE
BEEN IN THE
COMPUTER
GAMES
BUSINESS
FOR
SQUILLIONS
OF YEARS

Mike: I've worked with computer
gomes since ‘B3 and worked on
Steve Davis Snooker.
Dawn: I've been in this business a
few years now. | used to work in
advertising as an illustrior.

FALLING
AROUND
DRUNK IN
NIGHTCLUBS
IS WHAT

THEY DO

BEST GOSH, THEY THEY WATCH
We're so busy of the moment you Do N,T HALF ROBOCOP:
ot woddn' befieve bu vien e LOVE THEIR ~ THE MOVIE

to the nearest nightclub and go JOBS 24 Hou Rs A

completely wild.
Mike: The best thing about my job DAY

7 is going into shops and seeing o To get ideas for the Robocop
TH EY DO N T game that I've worked on up there  game we were going to do a

on the shelves, especially if it's straight copy of the Arcade game,
HAVE PETS! doing well. It it isn't doing so well byt that wasn't exciting enough so
Ml T dan't hive: s e then | iQ”DrE_" : we watched the film instead. All the
Flenis: Mo e b g Dawn: The nicest thing about really juicy bits that stuck in our
awn: [No [ don't have any pels  working here is the friendly people  minds from the film were the bits
edher. and the relaxed atmosphere we decided to use.

MIKE IS
DAWN'’S
CHAUFFEUR,
IN FACT!!

Diawn: | don't own g car ot 1he
moment, but I'd like to buy an MG
ane day

Mike: | have got a car of my very
own (tough luck, Dawn), it's a
Toyota Celica.

THEY LIVE IN
HUGE
CASTLES
WITH MOATS
AROUND
THEM

Dawn: | don't live in a |'|U|_:_|e castle,
in fact 've just maved into a little
flat not far from work and when
I'm home | love to watch Brookside
on the goggle box

Mike: | live near work in o wee flat
too and watch Eastenders all the
time, | love it

MIKE WOULD
LIKE TO BE A
NUTTY ACID

HOUSE

PERSON

Acid House music is pretty good. |
like the idea of everyone having a
good time and wearing what they
feel confortable in, great stuff
Apart from that | like the Rolling
Stonas and Bob Dylan (o couple of
old wrinkly rocksters from o
hundred years ago)

Dawn: | don't mind House music
but I'm not crazy about Acid
House. | prefer olternative music
from groups like Midnight Oil
(whodatden? — D).

THEY CAN
SEE INTO THE
FUTURE

In the next few months thera's a
chance that we'll be working on
maybe a sequel to Robocop or

Renegade Il




which was mentioned in the
tirst issue. This is only for
subscribers to Official Secrets
and the journal Confidential,
and not for members of
another club that is promoted
b"-" the same ¢ tTl'I'iI.‘.'Iﬂ\-

This club goes under the
name of Special Reserve,
which gives a catalogue of all
the software that they
and the first issue featured currentiv have on offer.

articles by adventure Software from all the major
I columnists such as Mike k".”'l'll."ﬂ“iUH is spld th I"l'l‘llj_"l'l
{;{:‘rr-ﬁrl.i rﬂn\- BTIL!?.:I.' and the Spl’t'jﬂl Reserve
& Sandra Shar hL‘\ catalogue, normally at half
‘._,. Tony and Sandra are price, and there is also a mini-
_: talking n_buul role- review of some of the games,
- , A Playing games, | A handy teature, They also
e B note, and Mike  run a helpline. So where do
__: - gIVes us a X we find all these delights? PO
e ”'l.\'l‘liHHL'-HtuT_‘r tour Box 847, Harlow, Essex CM21
'yi i course the of some of the 9PH, (0279) h:?‘llﬁm_
OHUn eress better, small, As some of vou mav have
doesn’t shave

already taken advantage of
these wondrous offers and
obtained Silicon Dreams, |
shall now dwell on this
subject at some length. The
three games in this trilogy
were originally released
individually by Level 9, but
have now been combined
and enhanced for all we

her legs!” | thundered at a
junior ml_"ll'll'!l‘:l‘ of the
Academy, and immediately
turned him into a frog. |
could see that Sorceress’s
Question Time was not going
to be a good idea.

Even a Sorceress can suffer

independent software
houses.” Everybody
subscribing to this

from post-Christmas j ot .
depression. jocienial 18 SIVENL & Spectrum owners.
of _ d d i) RO ey e 1 4 k
An interesting journal has membership number, Fhe games in question are

which must be used The Worm in Paradise
when ordering any of  Return to Eden, and q
their -“'P'-“'-'_i"'[ “_'F” ® Snowball, each a classic in its
advertisements in the press, a . R, _mfl:.w.'..}ﬂ'- f'!rl;li'l'hﬂ ofters  own right, and now a
bewildering trail that led to . e .adf Snp tw_m"\m"i."“h Dargaiss w5 e

. . Dfficial Secrets. The N for £3.99, price being offered by Special

= Reserve, The Worm in

Paradise is a confusing game
for beginners, in that there is
no straightforward solution.
The game can change each
time you play it, and the most
awkward of the changes (and
therefore the most puzzling
aspect of the game) concerns
what is called the Eden
Transport System, or ETS for
short.

The ETS consists of three
ETS roundabouts, all
accessible from the
Northmost roundabout. They
are uniquely colour coded, by
the first colour mentioned on
a grid location, as follows:
RED is for ETS “East",
BROWN is the ETS “North”
and BLACK is the ETS

N SHOX . ' , nte Bl | West”. When entering an
K LEG, I ' KE MAP, am, cross the steppin Rl | ETS type “JUMP” to reach
DROP MAP, TAKE MONIE f : the centre and “SAY EXIT” ta
leave (then South),

come into my possession, a
wurnal surrounded by
secrecy, mysterious

journal is called Confidential,

s i L DM,

=4




E SORCERESS

Stuck m a |JIH”'~1.'I"” or hel ']"l -+
The Sorcer |r

Lomdon ECIR 3AL

containing a ladder and a
statue, You need them both
but you can only carry one al
a time so take the statue first
and go south to a room
containing a figure of "Isis’
holding a staff. The staft

ladder and go south back to
the ‘Isis’ room, tie the rope to
the ladder and go west,
south, east and north, pull
the rope, untie il and get the
!.u_il;_il'l', g0 south where vou
will find an'oil lamp . . . now

looks interesting so try VO re On your own.

it
I L30F turning it, hey presto! an As we are al the end of this
aF Brick Erches. opening has appeared to the  month’s column, 1 shall leave
S e e A oo west, Lm west, south, east yvou with a little puzzle. Oh,
31 and nNorthuss and north and you will find all right then, an enormous L
Ltunne | alLeOvVE .. AN vourself in an alcove with a }'I[[f}lq_'_ The final message al
griheEst, vou Can . hole in the floor, tie the rope  the end of Snowball reads as
. to the bar and lower it down  folows: “It turns. Engine
" the hole. Go south, west, roars! The Snowball turns
e south, east . at this point away from the sun. YOU
_ o you will hear a click as a trap HAVE WON!" The puzzle is:
| WU r b 1 ke is set. If you continue to the  how do you solve the game

s

Ihere are six important
addresses on the ETS which
vou must visit, but they may
differ on each loading of the
game. These are your
habihome, the socialist's
habihome, the job centre, the
travel agents, the florists and
the hardware warehouse.
Ihe first one (vour habihome)
is easy to find and you don't
need to remember the
address - just type "SAY
HOME" in open areas, other
than exits from roundabouts
leading to an ETS, and vou
are deposited one move

north of your habihome, so
south to enter. On leaving
vour habihome type “"SAY

EXIT then south and vou're

placed somewhere on the
northmaost roundabout,
depending on your home
.!le eSS,

The socialist’s home is

5.0 0 -
aitlil and west.

yoLu SRre in - a ¥ 1

EXxits &re 50Ulh and

[N Ol T W

a1l S0 1that wEy.

i@ * Mooew =

you are at a locked wall
Exits are norih., -

A crickel Chirps ha
Uhat now™

east without disarming the
trap you w ill die, so go south  me Ssage On your own
into a handy alcove and drop L':-pg ctrum screen? The answer
the statue, the weight of the is that vour read Sinclair User
statue stops the trap being next month! The Academy
all makes sense when you sprung,. It is now safte to go doors are closing
play the game, honest! back for the ladder. Get the
Before we go, | thought :
you'd like some tips for
playving Crown of Ramhoter
s0 here we go. After finding
the ring embedded in the
stone slab: Pull the ring to
reveal an opening, drop the
spade and compass, down
You are now in the dark but
being a competent
adventurer you are sure to

&0 that vou can read the
found by examining a
brooch, while the remaining
four are given out on
television advertisements. It

—

WITTS END o

» THE KEEPER After vou have untied the dog, go east
southwest and then dig repeatedly until you see a tunnel,
vou've remembered to bring the rice you can give it to a man |

¥ called Hood who takes the food and shares it between his men o
who just h'-li-'}-lt'T'l to be hidden amongst the trees. After eating |
the food they drop down and thank you and will follow you'y
from now on. However, you will, \
repeatedly until they decide to go into action.

DOUBLE AGENT If vou are hav ing trouble finding the light |I||'
in the room, feel around for a cord and then pull it. Searching 'I'H.
the rubble will provide you with a hammer which you can u A
to smash the locked cupboard door open. If you can't find the %
g remote control device for opening doors then try opening the w‘
s B safe with the key which you should have found when you
B turned the light on in the room. After smashing the cupboard _
you will find a book and turning the pages ol rhl.' book will . ‘.fl
give you the colour codes for the different areas and also the
computer access code name
ENERGEM ENIGMA If vou can't find the lantern then try
examining the leaves. Similarly, if you can’t find the key they &
\ Ly ining the tracks. In fact, it is a good idea to examine (3
a everything at the start of this g rame, and if you can’t examine [§i
OEIVER ISR TSIV RIS Y things then you can always dig in them. For example, di r
you, So MRSV TSI in the sand will reveal a tin. Anyone who is having difficulty in
then south to a recess which 4 crossing the river will have to reveal an unexpectedly athleticy r,
NINIGIREN TS TSN PR IEINAMS,, side to their nature by vaulting across uisng a pole. Hopetully,
the bar and go north, east the Polish gentleman will not object I"I;'i.'
and south. At this point a
stone slab drops behind vou
sealing vou in. don’t
panic!! You are in a chamber

sometimes have to wai

1}

PEL LY.

1

g
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WELCOME
TO 1989,

CREEPS!

Sinclair User. The future of

Spectrum games reviews.
18th of every month.

Buy it.




COMNPUTER REPAIRS?

GET YOUR 48K SPECTRUM REPAIRED FOR ONLY £19.95

TEN * REPAIR SERVICE

+ 'While you walt repairs £22.50 48K Spectrum.  # 5ix top games worth £39.00 free with every

ommodo ‘;EE . s AT Z £25.00 Spectrum-+31 Spectrum repalr. Now includes FREE
repalre pectr Lo 3t § memaory. keyboard test
: S Sthurns |  MmpustaonaakaaOnY B Commssores v

Commodore 16+ 4, Spectrum-+ 2and + 3§
+ Fully insured for the return journey « The most up to date test equipment

BEST SERVICE — - 11380 19 21D
. 5 :: developed by us to lacate faults within
ARE YOU ANOTHER CUSTOMER - fed up U harts oue fwenm e Vorcompter

= + Rubber keyboard repair ireplacement
Waltlng WEEKS for Your Es‘tl mate? e only £33.90 Al Inclusive membrane anlyl. JU!EIHU.I:I.'IrJInl:iudInq p+p
Need your computer repaired fast? Then send it now to the Videovault * Discounts for schools and colleges « 3Month written guarantee on all repairs
24hr Repalr Service, We are able to repair your 48K Spectrum using all the
[atest in test equipment for only 19.95. We can also supply you with power m DVEEHHU L wrrH E“E RY REPﬂlR w E DO ‘-
supplies & membranes _ . We correct colour, sound, keyboard, check the loading and saving chip,
We will repair your computer while you wait and help you ""‘”I‘ a:;;ﬁ;aour even put new feet on the base if required. Check for full memory, check all
technical problems. Commodore ComPULErs Fepairec T0F OBV EEc: sockets including ear/mike and replace where needed. Al for an inclusive
Please note we give you a 100% low fixed price of £19.95 which includes
retuUrn pOSt and packing, VAT, Not a between price like some other Repair price of £19.95 which includes VAT, parts & labour, return post, packing &
Companies offer. We don't ask you to send a cheque in for the maximum insurance. No hidden extras whatsoever.
amount and shock you with repair bills E30 upwards. Don't forget we are iShowld a computer be classed as unrepairable due to tampering thare will be a charge made of£10
Amstrad approved for quality and speed, don't risk your computer to any We may be able fo offer 3 replacement circuit board at an adaitional charge.!

il el e e

pther unauthorised repair centre. We don't just repair the fault and send TRCETIY TOTICE conriis wisieri i SVaits howg Detween prices

our computer back, we give your computer a free overhaul.
' . wwer Arecent complaint against a Manchester repair firm, Mancomp, was upheld by the

Advertising Standards Authority on two counts, “It nad stated BBC repairs
I between £14 and E£45 then charged the Customer EBS.” Their guarantes policy was
1 misleading as it did not make clear that all repairs were not covered

| (o ( Wl THE VIDEOVAULT COMPUTER COMPANION

. oot send your computer to:- i A
| b ety 0l Kingsmoar School, Railway Street, Hadfield ’ . =4 New Digper catalogue now availabée containing over 2,500
| o Cheshire SK14 8AR, Tel: 04574 BESS5/67761/60459 ¥ irems including software for afl COMpuUters, jOySticks. spare
| e Main Office, enquiries and orders only. = parts, business software, DoGks, plus many more. Just send
| iﬂ'{ 2 ~ . 1x 18D stamps for your free copy. Over 20 pages full of top

' o Manchester telephone 061 736 0376 While you wait centre only - quiatty products delivared to your door by returm post

- CP\"REGHT VIDEOVAULT NO. 889061

MEGASAVE FANTASTIC SAVING

Achion Semvice 01 585  F16 Combat Pl 05 895 Rambo3d D1 698 i —— _— =
b 595 G Lineker's Soocer 01 550 Hobocop ) =D_—_ d n 0 —_.._E]E
Aoy Ranger B8 O Lnekoer's Sup Skils, . 01 50 Fex ] :g T o
Anar World Gamas 5088 G LnekersHotShots D1 550  SuperHang-On : 0 Cosgater 1ita Tol © T T 1N
- D4 608 GamaSetd Maichil. D8 LB SiarWars D1 645 T} ;,-,:: Qamas Tl 1 1.5 :,:"u::: 1|~.I'mm :i: r:::“ e i
Aricanad 1| 01 525 Gianis 05 150  Streetfighier bz 6.50 1943 - Batdie of Elimy 05 e Got nd Mateh 1 nTsf R 1 i
Alpn Syrdrome i Garfeld 01 0 i":k:"!" of Farune D2 §.25 i Socoer Bimmlaters FAS N Games  Wister Bdiline E W] Retars of Uhe Jodl L
Buagy Boy 01 850 Gueniia War D2 &85  Skabe Crazy 01 5.50 § Pk Mol 3 B gartiald 5l e L
Boct Camp 19 DY A5  Gold Sitver Bronze .. 03 086  Skatebat 04 6.95 ifver Barwer EBY gl #§ ) Bisg Hars "N
D1 525 HeroesoftheLance. . D4 575  Salamander =L & - ] ilies Sradrome S9N gkt Silver Beonss sl i L]
685 History in the Making 15.95  Samurm Warnor 515 irtens ] T . i 5] Boad Rluters i 4
D1 & Hallling ARack O .85 -?erﬂ""-' Dt 5.5 Barbariss 1 LAY Eansihia i ;: bubacap s 1
Boardsieys it Soccer 595  fuan Wamors 02 5.95 Suprems Challengs ... D6 .88 Burd's Tale LS8 ] Relitine dttect 15| Ber OF The Bavers M
Biack Tiger D1 6 ipnsity 02 538 Savage - 545 Batman - Caped Cresader S0 Biatery in the Making Wl s i &
F-:._rh.:l an o2 6.5 ngrid s Back 03 3,96 '-'_"':'*'3'"' Fightes 1.15 Biaic Commande B wpossible Hssion 11 BB Salesander L
E..\J::"E" [*H] D1 550 Kamow ] 45 Sluniman Ul .45 Risck Tiger SFQ la Crosd - Compllation LY Jecia i
Lt | Dt 895  Eomams 10 Has D5 5.95 Suparman D7 5.9 Beabersl §.8) [ntensitr L Fakign LR
Babby Yazrz Show D1 5.5 Karale Ace 018,985 ‘-_:’3-3‘:-“ Racer ? 1.8 Buicher EiOL 8 u“gp-i_-g ; ;: §ilent fervice | LE
Bombula D2 5.5  Last r‘||=_"|H I A.00 -'_*_E'I B.45 Sureler Comsand L0500 Dasanl dkresds Callsction M faldier Of Portuse .0
Cyber D1 558 Laser Sgad §.25 StormLoed Di 598 o Circas Games .5 U ferm B3] Space den B
Carner Command L_'!' 198 Lancalol D5 996 Space Ace 03 5.5 Conmand Perferanace (1] L"-_ul-': L8 ;H'I Tazer im
Carmbat School D1 5.2% 01 625 Spiting Image 01 645 Congutar Baalie s Mary B0 Laser Squad 18] Spitniag leage L
( '_'..I':h.i-"lv.".‘\. I.::.I [ %1 D1 6.7 %Ia":'lc“-' 02 5.95 Crbmrmaid 11 5000 Last Mhaja I 08 Bureet Pighier Ln]
Cars | D2 §.25 g1l 7 L3 6.50 ;_""""_-"-'hl" o - 1.5% Baley's Qlragle Challenge B3] Leader Baard Par 3 1.0 Surip Peker ! Flma LE
NS D4 850  Matchday |l 0z 648 Trne Siood Sl 126 D1 545 Bark Tunten §9 ] Live deme ] Geper lasg e X
Cptiectad Ws D4 B985 Micuey Mouse D4 62§ Target Renegade §.45 Bark Side 5] Live dnd Lot Dia . :..m Sporta R
Cmtus Game D1 598  Marauder D2 5.50 T'E{'_bulrMF_'l_B-gE‘ 6.00 Beej M) magait l:-rL.Slfﬂ LThY s r-: .'il= af Bl i .“
Comm Performance D4 L9 Munches DY 550 1I_"||-:I:..1|-u'!5 (Wirder) 01 6.95 Beable Bragon R Il"'lldl.'- L ""P:ut."h lenge R LT
D1 646  Munsbars Gdd  The Games (Summeri. 01 595 Bragon Blaja §. 95N Maris's Christaas oy ;‘i‘i " I 18
} 01 6.80 NMansel's Grand Prix . D4 685 Typhoon 01 5.25 Praswic Due 54k Bii'l l]:.l;1 Tl § K n
| D1 645  Mad Mix (Pepsi) Oz 550 Tado's Hits b6 5.95 Rcheloa B0 Begapley Vol 1 0 5,40
EX  Motor Massacre 01 550 _'!'5-’Hfl_'clll.?-r! 01 §.45 Dapire Stribes Back EARY Micher Bowmse -1 |I L]
550  Night Raider D1 678 _"'m"":'p 0z 5.95 Lrpleding Mlst Pl E05) Betar Bassacre ;‘I Ln
b 0 530 Netharworld D1 550  Tiger Road 01 625 13 Stribe Bagle 58] Buscher ( 128 faly ) i M Py
0 Thompson Olympic. D1 658 Outrun D1 650 Thunder Blade b1 .25 Fernandes Buat Bie 5.H] Bamien M Tetal Belipe I i
Erpite Stries Back ... D1 658 Overlord 02 67§ Trv P New Baginning .. 03 4.83 Fisal hsamlt .1 l:_“'; Rubinr § '; frack n;!: u
.I Elminaior .. D1 558 '-._?‘.}ﬁfﬁ'-*_t:ll"'l\'!'ﬂ D’_ 5.4 ,__pf"' qua LA MEs [:l. 4.95 Fists 0" Theaktles L.TH) Off Nosd Bacimg-Azd AW ] Trackealt Bepiger i
Expioding Figt + 50 Cosan Compilabon D& 885 Theleep O 6.5 Flighi ben 098] Operaticn Malf 3.8 0 Trivial Parsait 4ED i
Echalon Dt 678  Plaloon D1 645 Untouchable 01 57§ Feathall Mrecler (N I.lur.:l!ﬂ g ;'!n "r;.:-.r; N |
Emiyn Hughs Scecer . D1 §.48  Pac-and 58§ Viciory Road D1 £.28 Foathall Masager 1 595 P Beardsley la Foatbal 508 | Witisate - the works Bl
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PROBLEMS

o R e (]

SPEED

CONTROLS

2] iz

GRAPHICS

It was decided that the graphics
would have 1o be monochrome
because of sprites going over
backgrounds. The main graphic
problem was one of memaory — the
16-bit versions obviously had lots
of different sprites, all with plenty
of animation, and some, including
the tank, taced in aight different
directions. The tank, on its own
including masks would have
——— taken 6k to store. So we store
l\\ | \‘x | | these in three directions only; up,
left and diagonal up and left
When it comes to printing, a table tells us which definition to use and
whether to reverse it in the x plane, the y plane or both the x and y plane
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COMPILATIONS

#ction Pack — £5.85 each
Gaunthel, Aul Wisdersahan Monty,
Supercycls, Jack the Nipper, Kung
Fu Master, Top Gun

Summar Godd — £3589 sach
10th Frama, Dambusters. Bruce
Lee, Boach Head 1, Rebel Planets,
Impeos s Migsion

T Big Four Vol 2 £4.40 sach
Sabotewr |, Deep Strike, Thanatos,
Sigma Seven

Hit Peck 8 Vol Il £4.439 sach

Into the Eagles Nast, Batty,
Shockway Lightforce, Ace,
I Ema Al K Rt

Hit Pack 4 & 1 — £4_48 sach
Awwoll, Cormmando, Bombjack
Frank Bruna's Boxing

10 Greai Games — [5 96 sach
Avanger, Future Knight. Krackout,
Bownder, Footbalber of tha Year,

Tradblazer, wiay Encounter,
Morty on the Run, West Bank, Jack
the Mipper

Star Games Il — £3.98 sach
Highway Encountes, Cybanmun, Trail
Biarer, Avenger, The Eidolon
Ballblazer

& Computer Hits — £2.99 sach
Wizands Lair, Star Strike I, 2112
AD, Mantronics, Attack of the Killar
Tomaioes.

Prestigs Collection — [2 99 sach
Rescue on Fraciahs, The Eidolon,
Eoronis Rifi, Ball Blazer

Specinsm - £3.899
Bruce Leae, Pols Posithon, Cybanen,
oo

Arceds Foroe 4 — [6 89 sach
Indiana Jonas, Metrocross,
Gauntlet. Road Fusnes

Trio Hit Packh — LZ.99 aach
Airwall 2, 3DC, Great Gurianos
Cataball

Monty on the Run/Super Slewth
£3.99 (Opus Disc). Sporteculer
£4.99. (Soccer Boes, Olympic
Spactacular, Indoor Soccer — On
Descl. Classic Arcedia £1.99 snch
iMuncher, invaders, Awiens) .. Kids
Play £3.48 sach (10 games), (Xeno,
Mgtabolis, Night Gunner, Masport,
Monity on the Run, Bounty Bob
Strikes, Mailstrom, Starstrike,
Lusfuar Jetman, Starion] Swmmer
Special L5 99 sach (World Class
Lesderbosrd, Solomon’s Key,
Captasn Amarica, Brave Suarr,
Trarior. Rygar)

ALLATET1.39EACH

MByrager Bach to the Fubas, Baltdafer loneh
Barnrgnoe Spanh Dol Buaer Camekod
Warrmry Crarravn, Ciub Recned Caniraling
Conderarrg e . Conmel Shoch AbroeTe
Dwrwty, Db trvadory, D Rsges, Diog Faght
ZVET. Tra Eifiolsn, Eapbirar. Fiims St
Feghieng Wawrnr, Fangl Marra, Eunew Degin
Givin, Grydell Gunruresi, Hschar, Hairtiang
Hyhnd, b 0, | of the Mgk L
Inbasriinnce, A Triap, Kiler Ay, Kerones Rxige
Laserwars, Lesaran. Mas Headeogm, Mesmasd
Madngia, Mad Shiduw Mexcr, aous B0,
v, Payrvan, Puisaser, Rara sa, Risd Hawt
SAS Operason Thundarflaih, Spe Dhifry
Tempasa, Thiss 'Weska & Paacdies, Toad Rures:,
Toy Bazee, Traxos. Twmser, Wallysw 17 Nam,
Yourg Onen, Heel, Zery, Bladansnsr, Bugiy
Wrde: OF Mans, ®yatol

ALLAT E1.99EACH

Apvisn Rafles, Agent X1 Ak B, Al Gavien
Amuron Womaen_ Armaggedos, ATV Srreisie
Barrssleps, Bais Fedar . Baryihiima, BbK
Semidpne . Bobioy Begirey Bombuscs . Bossoresn
B, Butc® Had Gy, Frimk Bruns s Bonng
Crasgused Elag. Crags. Chuo Rgoond Cora ol
Copbinar o Magec, Commardn, Crcie Crany
Crber Aans, Daviuntarn. Dan Dars, Dangsr
Wouse — Doubie Troubls, Derger Mouss
WAskong Whoopes. Dewitir. Save Duse
Sncoker. Defende, Devsemy. Dy, Evduro
Ermgms Foich, Evirpoie s A Wik, £ xharmunsio:
F i Cap Foscbal. fad Warmn, Eghiing W ne
Fighte: Pilar. Fisiard, Fossrula One Senuleihor
Frus M % , Ehowibe [HHE
Cibgan ' & Gold | Glxder Bider, D To Hell, esed Pns
Sormdwine. Gyroscons. Hearmiang, Hoky mood
P, Hiviecn and (g Speders. Howmed ihe Buck .
o pmi, bingry Floescs | Bal 10g0 7 imganibe
WAssaon, o Sorces, dech Charften's bigich
Fishung, Joa Mlade Kiflar Koeg, Koot dusien
LA Svmit, Lifa o Harry, Miad Marsha, banc inar
lefarrtronis, Mk Race . Mooncrests. Mo
Mhchi i Dt dw, Kbt nhasde. Romad.
Sosheraty Y Empyes, AP 2 Pareds. Papeye
Prado |, Pro Gof il Peo Sl Simulmoe, Poity
“ipsan Aaty Dived, Aivirs: Rireaubon Aectsid
Puta, Maichiers Owr. Bever Apd, Poadracen Aock &
WaEEibe, Rocky Hotior Show (4801 Renge
Trogpar. Rursions inol + 2 compante,
Sabotew, Sam Faa Stng Poker Sem Seade, Sam
Sanat Gadpbrmaher Shyprunngs, Snookel. Socca
Bois, Space Racten, Space Shuism, Specimum
Chass, M Siarfighoer. Scarsrep Enteiprise
Starqushs, Sirks Fosce Cobra, Superchess
SV S ST M Supsi el Hisd,
Swesmvon World, Tankbugien, Termanus Ta kg
Wiy, To Ve Trn |3 garmes Spartlens|
Tosnumusine, Trop Doar. Vo & e Cnalengs
Wiigen Balloon Crafengs Wy of Expioding list
‘Wiemer Sporis, Wiz 33 L Wiodld Cup Foothal
Ko, Tomts, Advanced Pinbal famuiwine.
Birwepl?, Bruce Lae. Commibat 6t Ly,

Manter, Dyprarmese Dmn, Fad, Gt

Howm beups, Je1 Ga Wiy 3, Jat San Willy |, Kis
Ticgle. Lunar Jermisn, PEST, Th 2

Trang &m
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£3.49
Killed Until Dead
Tournament Leaderboard

£2.99
Gutz Ace 2
Bobsleigh
Head over Heels
Knightmare
Barry McGuigans Boxing
{128K)
Rampage
Saboteur 2
Trantor
Uridium
£3.99
Trivial Pursuit — Baby
Boomer
£5.49
Starglider

LA SR S RN NSRS E

STOP PRESS

Wi W W ok o
(all £2.98 sach)
Crosswize (rrp £7.95)
Dark Sceptra
Gothik (rrp £7.95)
Karnov (rrp £8.99)
Magnetron (rrp £7.95)
Mean Streak (rrp £7.45)
Shackled (rrp £6.99)
Yati(rrp £7.99)
Zynaps (rrp £7.95)

L e R SRR S SR E S SRR TR N

ALLATEZ2.99EACH

Ace Ace ol Aoss M Rben Evohutien Alein
hghiny, Amafrate. Awmn: an Footbel,
it nEs. Asvy Mivis A4
‘adare e banty Bl Bepaba Mgl Brpghes
(21, Barieball, Banil Trw Grasd Mouss Delaciee
Sanhacta i, Byrrie of the Param Bescies e 7
Bmdliarn | 1 2861, Bag Tovwabls in Litile Creng Black
Mugc. Book of 1hae Deid, BoukSe die® 1
Bonsihirdanh I Brive Star, Braai #ru. fnge of
Fepnkengzein. Bubbler, Capuae dmass
Cantunota, Daleege ol Gobory, Chemponehg
Spnira, Chodn, Creoens, Chuckas By, Chuchs Egy
2, Ciy Shchs, Comvoy Resder, Cowia Capen
Cantact Sam Cruse, Crystal Casthes, Custand ¥af
Dewth o Glory, Deastscape. Deah Wish 3
Dk s Difon, Donkey Korg. Doubie Teke
Ovagons Liw, Dimgons Lt 2, Desghly e
fuadd. By i, Ermrgey Woarrns . Lupress Fssdas
Farlight 3, Feotbal Manager. Faotbale of the
Year, Frankansies, Galacn: Gamas Gauntiet
Oinaitiel — Diwmpmr Dungeane, ey it Geem
Gt | | 20K 1. Grand Pra Tesdil, Grahge
Hill Grsadsicanal, Gussbngs: sigcie || pial
Heatcosch, Hear Dven v sigdisrder. High
Fapmtmr, impigsson, Inlimo:, o oes
Kaimta, ifto tha Eaghen SNaal, i & Knochon
Ak s Mgper || Kmighorane, Kaachoul. Lai
Mahitan, Laze Tag, Littls Comguter Penpie
|F38K), Liwng Depbghts. Lovds of Madneght
Wiandkicors Warianods, Madinm Megs
Wiask 0. Masiers of Linverse [Ascaces Bavry
M Geagarns Bomng (AR Barry Mciigens
Bomng (1.20%], Mareocross, Miami Vies, Mile
Mlolsculs Man, Manty on the fun. Mognssie
Mburans, Karmices, Mames Warksch . Mt
Mighi Gunner_ Clnk |3 gaevess. Dunt of the Wardd
Pirdigram, Play I Agien Sam_ Maxpe Poie
Posdion, President. Puls Gamed. Puricutin
Dusril Festing, Aasgads, Fad Led, ed
Goprpon. 56 Comtal Semuia Tragy, Saikees
SAS5 Sinke Force, Shadow Smmar Sharnok
Shochmay Aese:, Sagme 7, Siene 505
Soiomen'wbay. Spkt Persoraines. Siefon. S
Paws, Siae Aaedii i Stede Force Hamen
Surmier . S peerman, Sope Dr R Sl i g
Swrvives, Tapga, Taraks. Thaninsa, The Tuts
Thary Sinle g Milkon, Thions o Frrs, Tesibians:
Trantar, Trap, Thing Bownces Back, Ty Jad
Ut Comban Mrs s, Usatiam, Wi, Wee ol
e Werkd, Weosman, Kpcutor, + B0 Aadresa
Maraper. + BOWAT Mansgs: Anghbetl flcod
Broram, Bounty floh Sinkes Back_ Cusisd's
Cuest, Desokater, Desam Waro:, Flagh Gordon
Lassarboard, Saofewire. Tioim Bongas, Theng
Bouscan Bac Tow da Fome, vosdeures | Foivs

pRcoeds the

FREE gama

I your

Ovar £10 a
Over £15
2 yE2.99 ganme

P&FP: Add 50p for orders under £5, orders over £5 are postage frea (UK only).
EEC countries add 50p per tape, elsewhere add 100p per tape.

SOUNDBOX SOFTWARE Dept SU

8 Renfield Street, PO Box 12, Renfrew, Renfrewshire PA4 OFS

SPECTRUM DISCS

ek

FREE GAME OFFER

seae below

(Clearance sale — limited
quantities available)
Bubble Bobble £7.49
California Games £7.49
Combat School £8.99
Dan Dare 2 £8,98
Driller £10.99
Elite £8.99
Firefly £8.99
Gauntlet 2 £7.99
Gunship £8.99
Matchday 2 £8.99
Platoon £8.99
Rastan £8.98
Sentinel £8.99
Target Renegade £5.49
Triv Pursuit — Young Players
£7.99

SPECIAL OFFERS

ok oo R

Biggles £1.99
Flunky £1.98
Last Mission £1.89
Mystery of the Nile £1.99
The Big Sleaze £1.99
Trap Door 2 £1.99
Bedlam (12BK) £2.49
Micronaut 1 £2.49
Big TroubleinLit, China £2.49
Express Raider £2.49
Kung Fu Mastar £2.49
Quartet £2.49
Ramparts £2.489
Star Raiders 2 £2.49
Blood Valley £2.49
Mask 2 £2 49
North Star £2.49
Venom Strikes Back £2.49

Acw § 0] 45, Cabiperud Garme ({4 400
Cybaersd (15 B8, D Dww 2 004 B8, Caarited
A8 A%, Deangnap (LB 150 Paanipm Db

I3 &1, PFredetos (T 981, Prycts Sokier

13 991, Rodlig Thusnder if S 891 Soller of g
14 881, Tasweoed 2003 991, Tates |15 ¥
Thwncdercats (04 #0707 |8 890 leckana
m-nﬂi ":Hl-s-'-t.-an.nnlu. W] Garis
14
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40/42 Balmoral Road, Fairfield, Liverpool L6 8NF

TEL: 051 709 4486

We accept chegues, postal orders and most credit cards
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SPECTRUM

Gary Linekers Super Skills 5.99

Operation Wolf
Robocop

Dragon Ninja
W.E.C. Le Mans
Double Dragon
Savage

Carrier Command
L.E.D. Storm
Tiger Road

After Burner
R-Type

Last Minja 2

S.0D.l.

Giants
Thunderblade
History in the Making
Rambo 3

Pacland

Taito's Coin-op Hits
Batman

Skate or Die

Aex

**FLAT SEASON *** a2k 2/ 3)

30%

ON MOST
TOP TITLE
SOFTWARE

A
MASSIVE
DISCOUNT

£1.50

THOUSANDS OF TITLES
FROM AS LITTLE AS

SUPER SPECIAL

WHILST STOCKS LAST
BIONIC COMMANDOS
STREET FIGHTER

Both games for

ONLY £7.99

Iron Lord 9.50
Puffy's Saga 6.50
6.25 Skateball 6.50
e PLUS 3
6.25 Gary Linekers Super Skills 11.50
6.99 Technocop 11.50
6.26 Operation Wolf 10.50
10.50 Robocop 10.50
650 Dragon Ninja 10.50 FEATURES:
650 WELC.Le Mia ns 10.50 TV Eye View of Race,
750 Carrier Command 11.20 Form Book,
7.50 L.E.D.Storm 9.99 Bookies,
1099 Tiger Road 9.99 Stables,
7.50 Giants 14.99 ﬂlﬁz:‘ig Page,
9.50 Thunderblade 9.80 G:ada-s'

650 Rambo3 10.50 Horse Auction
17.50 Pacland 10.50 Save Season,
6.26 Batman 10.50 i
699 Skate orDie 11.99
899 Rex 11.20
6.25 lronlLord 14.99
6.50 Puffy'sSaga 10.90
6.50 Skateball 10.90

The Ultimate Horse Racing Challenge, train up to eight
thoroughbreds over different distances, going and grades to
find the perfect winning combination, ten weeks of non-stop
racing, race them from Monday to Friday with the big race on
Saturday. Can you become a champion trainer in this exciting
horse racing simulation?

Trainer Championship,

Jockey Championship,
Weeks Calendar,
Action Replays,

Bank,
Bills,

Prize Money,

Training,

+ Much Mora.

{A must for all horse racing enthusiasts. Only £9.50)

GREYHOUND MASTE

Greyhound Master is a sophisticated Greyhound Prediction
Frulgrarn for the Spectrum. Simple to use all you need is a daily
racing paper for a significantly better chance of a win. Predicts
1st, 2nd and 3rd greyhounds for a Win, Straight Forecast,
Tricast, etc. Calculates from six greyhounds up to eight
greyhounds. So give yourself the unfair advantage with this
amagzing new program (a punter’s must).

Features: Menu Driven, Error Check, Printer Option, Greyhound Rating,
Easy Entry, Value Setting, Analyses Data, + much maore.

{Sure to pay for itself many times over, Only £9.00)

(SPECTRUM
128K/
+2/+3)

o= lalc—=lal——=lal———lalc——la/——|alc———|o|———a|o]c——0|

FLAT SEASON
GREYHOUND MASTER

£9.50
£9.00

Chegue/postal order payable to:

BASTEC SOFTWARE, SAMSON HOUSE
UNIT 8A: ARTERIAL ROAD, LAINDON,

BASILDON, ESSEX SS15 6DR




IV GSTRTHISIEROBLEAN

Gizmo gone bonkers? Can’t

connected? Don’t be afraid to tellus ...

get your t:hmlg)«r

_J

.. .PURCHASING

A MODEM

#

m thinking about purchasing a

modem but I'm unsure what's legal
and what's illegal. Can | enter a com-
pany's system without being prose-
cuted?

Do | need software to operate a
modem?
D Smith
Salt Ash
Cornwall
[ ] F.r:.:.’y_ it's |||f-.=gn:’ to connect any modem
without o green rnﬂr'.ghs npprc,n.ru| sticker to the
BT network. The ‘cassic” Spectrum modem — the
VTX 5000 - is approved. If's not illegal to
cannect to systems over the telephone where you
don't have 5per_if-r approval, n|f|‘|r:ug|‘| dmng
much more than this can attract the attention of
the Devon and Cornwall Constabulary faster
than driving a Land Rover to Botus Cleming with
no lights af midnighr

Most modems need software, but [again) the
VTX 5000 comes with programs built in to ROM,
Far more informahon an using the Spn’-rt!run'l with
modems and suchlike, the basl place to go is
Microlink on 01-278 3143

Meaxt pilau rice . . .

.. . WITHMY

PRINTER

recently got a Spectrum +3 and I'm
having problems with my printer. |

have a Citizen 120-D with a parallel
cartridge that takes a Centronics Plus.

| can’t get LPRINT or LLIST to work —
the worked fine with my Spectrum -
and Kempston E interface. I've got the
lead mentioned in the +3 manual, but
nothing. | bought Tasword +3 and
Tasprint +3, but these don't work
either.

Is my computer port at fault, or
should | try and get a serial printer
cartridge for the printer? Are the
Spectrum and the Citizen 120-D not
compatible?

J Pyle

Westwood Estate

Peterborough

® Open and shut case here. IW's either the printer
cable {unlikely) or the Spectrum that's at fault. The
anly thing to watch out for is that the printer port
only works with the Spectrum in 128K mode, but
since Tasword + 3 works in thot mode anyway it's
SmMe sorn -D!: :r'lc:lrdwnre F.Irl.']l_.l]E‘ﬁ'l

| suspect the computer (tha butler was in the
liarary). If you bought the Spectrum from a local
store, iry toking it back with the printer. If the
shop's any good, they'll let you try another

computer with the printer, and you con make
sure e\rerﬁhing works befora you leave.
Mext steaming face towel

L WITH MY
JOYSTICK

My new +3 is causing some grief.
1 — the Autofire on my Cheetah

Plus joystick doesn't function,
although it does when connected to a
Kempston Interface 2. 2 — | can’t save
programs to tape, although the lead
(bought from Romaontic Robot) works
fine for loading. 3 — My Multiface 3 lets
me delete files from disk, but | can‘t do
this normally — why? 4 — When | do a
‘CAT’ from a shop-bought games disk.
I get 165K free. How?

Chris Spear

Bridge Road

Hounslow

L Onhr four qu&srinnia Sure you don’t want me
to come round and fix the dishwasher as well2 1
— Autofire circuits inside joysticks need to get their
power from the joystick port. Amstrad ports don't
have the power — Kempston ones do. 2 — Sounds
like @ bad +3 — there were quite o few made
with save-to-tope prob|em5, Take it bock and

make sure that you gel one that works in return, 3
— +3D0OS does allow you to delete files, but
Multiface 3 can reveal and delete hidden prog-
rams and data. | think that this is what's happen-
ing. 4 — Bright bods like Oceon have their own
way of storing programs on disk, to, oh, dissuode
copiers. This confuses the +3's normal system
into returning a silly amount of free space, but
any attempt to use it from BASIC will destroy the
gome. Next murgh hkka . .

.. . WITH

SOFTWARE

‘ve just heard of Locomotive Soft-

ware’s Mallard BASIC and CP/M for
the +3 = does this mean thaot the
Spectrum could run Locoscript or other
software?

The +3 we bought last Christmas is
lacking in the games department. It's
disappointing how many games
aren’t available on disk, but someone
has suggested that there's an infer-
face for the computer that copies tapes
to disk. What is this, and if we buy a
cassette recorder do we get any more
than if we'd just bought a +2 in the
first place?

Janis Haerie (Mrs)

Mr Baldock
Herts
® The +3 will indeed run other programs wiith

CP/M — but not Locomotive's Locoseript,
which is not a CP/M program

The interface to copy tape software to disk is
colled the Multiface 3 — it's a reliable way to buy

games cheaply on cassette and build up a disk
library.

... NOW THE
SELLOTAPE’S

STOPPED
WORKING

I“v& got a Spectrum + which is two
and a half years old. Since about six
months ago, I've had to push down
hard on the cassette lead to load
games because the ear socket is loose.
The black part of the cassette lead
refused to work altogether. The aerial
socket is also loose, and | used to have
to sellotape the lead to the case. But
now that's stopped working too.
How can | fix this, and where can |
get the bits?
Shane Griffin
Youghal
Co Cork
® | fixed my loose-socketed Speccy by getting
inside the case, unmidarmg the ear and mic
sockets and soldering in two short leads instead. |
used standard shielded avdio cable, cut to thirty
centimetre lengths. Then, to the end of the cables,
| connected two good quality flying 3.5mm monao
jock sockets. They don't cost much mare than the

E"IHI;!P onas, and last ten times Longer. Tt}ge!her
with @ new cossette lead, this fix s much more
reliable than the original arrongement as there is
no sirain put on the plug/socket interface.

The TV thing is o bit more difficult, but while
you've got the back off the computer you should
ba able to see why the socket is loose, Usually it's
not the socket itself that's wrong, but the madula-
tor to which it's oftoched coming away from the
main boord. Redoing the solder joints should fix
this.

. . WITHLOADING

GAMES

ar Dr Dupe (do | have to put up
with this sort of thing? RG). (Yes.
Ed)
| have a Spectrum + 2 and | get bored
waiting for all my great games to
load. | heard something about an
uvpgrade to a +3. Is it possible?
And if so, where could | get it done
and how much would it cost?
Kelvin Jamieson
Prestwick
Ayrshire
@ Deor Kev, oh dear, sorry, Kelv. It is not possible
to upgrade @ +2 to a +3. It is possible that,
sometime in the indefinite future, Amstrad will
produce a cheap tape-based Spectrum that
could be upgraded to a +3, but then ogain it's
possible that they won't. In any case, the circuit
differences are such that existing + 2 owners will
be stuck.




his month we look at interfaces and Damian
Scattergood gives advice on using the Spectrum
ports to their best advantage.

HOVWVV

teve Marsden originally worked for Hewson in 1984, where
he produced Technician Ted. He then moved to BT, where
he produced Costa Capers in mid 1985. City Slicker came

next in 1986 for Hewson.

In early 1987 Steve moved to Gremlin Graphics and produced
Final Matrix, the 1987 Christmas compendium. April 1988
saw the release of Blood Brothers for Gremlin. More
recently, Steve finished 4x4 Off-Road Racing for US Gold.

During the four years of programming, Steve has worked with
Dave Cooke. Before he started programming, he made silicon

chips. Steve Marsden is a pilot.

DOES
SPRITE
DETECTION
WORK?

In @ program such as o game
or a utility with a moving poin-
ter driven by a mouse/tracker
ball, there will be some form of
detection routine if the moving
objects interact in some way. If
the detection roufine is a good
one, then the results on the
screen will be visually more
pleasing. We've all played
games where you are franti-
cally trying to move your main
character away from a hostile
alien, only to be killed off by
another which locks to be o
good two inches from the main
character.

It can be extremely difficult
to come up with an algorithm
which doesn't take up hours of
execution time and still leave
an acceptable collision detec-
tion system. At the end of the
day therefore it is all down to
how much — or how little — time
the programmer can allow for
the detection roufine. At the
end of this article, | have writ-
ten a small routine which gives
the ulitmate in detection — pixel
detection. Like your computer
teachers always say — “A com-
puter can do anything you
program it to dol” This is also
the case when designing de-
tection routines. Most prog-
rammers go for the first
method | will describe — Box
detection.

Virtually every sprite that has
ever been drawn, starts out life

as a rectagular array of bytes.
The array of bytes is then
transformed into a super doop-
er spacecraft or other graphic
with a suitable editing package
and the resulting data is called
a sprite frame. To move this
sprite around the screen, the
animation routine will simply
o tput the rectagular array to
var jus positions on the screen
map. Mow unless we draw a
rectangular box shape which
perfectly lines up with the
edges of the array of bytes
making up the sprite, then the
odd corner of the array will
consist of fresh air or nothing-
ness (Fig. 1).

However, we don't actually
set up a rectangulor array of
say 10 characters by 10 char-
acters in size and only draw a
2 x 2 character shape.
Moreover we select a suitable
size of rectangle so that we
more or less f?l the rectangle
with only a few bare corers
showing. This factor allows us
to use a mathematical form of
detection known as box detec-
tion,

Normally, a sprite will have
a few important variables
associated with it. These are at
the very least an X co-ordinate,
Y co-ordinate and possibly
variables telling us how wide
the sprite is and also how deep
it is. Now it is quite an easy
matter from this information
about a sprite to determine
whether an overlap has occur-
red between two sprite rec-
tangles with a little elementary
maths.

If all our sprites were boxes
or rectangles, then this method
would be infallible The truth
is, however, that our sprites
have corners missing as

Suppose two
sprﬂes ure ovarluppmg by
their corners, the routine above
will sense that they are over-
lapping — but on the screen we
would not see an overlop in
the pixel meeting pixel sense.
To us, it would seem that the
two sprites were miles apart
but they still detected each
other. What is required then is
a routine which actually deter-
mines pixel to pixel collisions.

The Hewson game Techni-
cian Ted used pixel detection
and made it possible to use the
feature extensively in its game-
play. The main character could
literally walk up to a hostile
sprite unfil his nose was only
one pixel away from death.
This sounds quite a compli-
cated feat on the surface, but in
reality it is so easy — the logical
instruction ‘AND’ does it all for
you.

Just think about it at the
lowest level. A sprite is data
and the screen is also data —
just numbers. To draw a sprite
onto a screen really means that
we are taking one byte of data
from one place and mixing it
with another byte of data in
another place and then storing
the new data byte in the screen
memory. Remember the truth
table for the logical AND in-
struction:

A B =
0 0 0
0 1 0
1 0 0
1 1 1

Column A is one bit of data
while column B is another bit of
data. If we assume that a pixel
isa ‘1’ or a set bit in a byte then
an overlop in logic terms
means the case when A =B =
1. The column C in this case
produces a ‘1’ when both A
and B are ‘)",

This shows clearly how we
can use the AND to create a
pixel detection system. The ex-
ample program below uses an
AMND instruction in the detec-
tion routine but it does seem to
be buried under a lot of other
instructions — this is because a
few other considerations have
sometimes to be applied such

as outputting the sprite to the
screen. For the more technical-
ly minded out there, | have
used an XOR type of output
routine which combines the
pixel detection as well.

A pixel detection system
does not give any other infor-
mation apart from telling us
that an overlap has occurred.
For example, a collision might
occur between two sprites and
a background feature such as
a wall The sprite to sprite
collision might be acceptable —
a friendly character perhaps —
but the pixel detection cannot
differentiate between pixels. A
pixel could belong to a wall, @
frog, a power pill, but the
routine does not know where it
originated from. This is why
pixel detection can grow fto
very complicated lengths and
as such it is why programmers
usually shy away from it.

Preferably type in the source
code into an assembler and
produce the program that way.
For those who haven't got on
assembler (earm yourself a
slapped wristl), type in this
BASIC program and input the
decimal numbers from the list-
ing supplied.

10 FORN=32768 TO 33159
20 INPUT (N):" - "

30 POKEN.A

40 PRINT N; “ ";A

50 NEXT N

To run the program, do a
RANDOMIZE USR 32768 and
just watch what hoppens —
hapefully a starry background
with 6 square shapes moving
around it. To return to BASIC
press the SPACE bar. Poke the
addresses 32792 and 32824
with any number from 1 to é to
determine how many of the
square shapes you want.

Once the program has been
entered, to save the machine
code type in SAVE “detect”

CODE 32678,391.




Sinclair User’s address
Priory Court, 30-32 Farringdon Lane

London EC1

THE HELL

PIXEL COLLISION DETECTION
DEMOMSTRATION PROGRAM
By Steve Marsden i November 1988

MO SHAFES
DETECT DEMOH

DAl

OUT ERELA

LD HLE4000

LD DE £4001

LD BCENVTFF

LD MLL

LOHR

CALL DRAW 5TARS
LD BLOB_YARS
LD BMO_BLDES

INMLOCP

PUSH BC
LD D, j+1]
LD EjIx+0)

CALL DRAW BLOE

FOF BL
DU INIT_LOOR

MAIN LO0P

DELAY

LD BC.1 900

DEC BC

BT TR

IR T DELAY

LD BAOR_VARS
D B MO BLOBS

OB LO0P

PUSH BC
CALL CAUTPUT_BLOR

CALL NC CHAMGE DiR

LDBCA

ADD M BC

FOP BC

DINE MO8 _LDOP
10 A ETF

N A JEFE}

HEA

" IR CMAIN_LOOP

RET

CHAMGE D

DHRT

(DR 20

DR

CALL DIR1D
LD (D04 2LA
LD CA

CALL RO
ORC

IR TCHAMGE DR

CALL RAND_WUM
cPad

IR NC D20
LD &=1

RET

P 140

& CDIR30
LD A

RET

ROR &

RET

DRAW STARS:

SNo

L

E130

LD BC EFFEF
\DDED

CaLL FLOT

MCE

DINT STID
ID8c

CALL PLOT

INC D

DI 5720
DECE

CALL PLOT

DEC O

DuME 5T30

2] [

CALL PLOT

DECD

DM STl

inch

PUGH BL

CALLY RAMD MHUM
DDA

CALL RAMD MUW
LD EA

Call PLOT_ADDR
OR {HL)

LD fHLLA

PO BC
DEC BC
ET7H
C&G L8000 JR L5150
EQL & RET
#OUTPUT_BLDB
1l S horder o blus LD D+ 1)
LD B0+
schuar the pal sereen Call DRaw BLOS
LD A, 4
ADD AE
LD EA
draw i the bockground and bordens LD A, JX+3)
w8 up [ e point ho the hirst sal ADD AD
of shape vorables ond mode B equal DDA
Ao e number of dhoped = wonl CaLl DRAW BLOE
preserv B — the counber 1R CPUT BACK
st up DE with tha X ond Y coords
of the shape
draw it i the soreen LD o+ 11D
LD | +08E
i (X ol ko thi meat thops SCF
fll'ﬂmh EET
loap bock bo drow in the s of FUT_BalK
fha vhapey CALL DRAW BLOS
synchromss e oulpd loop with & LD D, Y+1)
HALT and set wp BC for the Bicker L0+ 0
reducing counier CALL DRAW B10R
# BC bt not gone negative: an 9o AND &
bock (1701 fimas| RET
itkse |X 1o e shape vonable
it oned B o o coumber Bo the DRAW BAOR
nusber of opey regqured [FUSH DE
e Fhe couries (CALL PLOT_ADDR
[CALL the maom thape culpef ond et
Fo LD DE SHAPE
0 CARRY from QUTPUT_BLOS EX AF AF
maons thal collsion ha ocoumed sowe AMND A
CALL CHANGE DR b moke fhe shape EX AFAF
rebsund LD BB
mowe [ an ko e nexd sel of shape BLOBID:  push be
warigbles ond restors B PLISH DE
Joep bock o3 requred DAL
sl A o the Emyboord half row LD A, |DE}
B-SPACE and reod i Lo DA
acheck B O [SPACE| LD ED
qumgp back # not predsed BLOB2D: 5ELD
else rutum fo BAS
DUNT BLOE20
ACALL DR10 1o gat @ rondom volue of
01, -1 into the occomulaior. Siare Db AaD
it in tha § movement vorable DL
{1+ 7} and olso temporordy in C LD (HLLA
o the wome bor the ¥ movemant AND D
svorble and than O i with C rD
o me 1 gnd Y movesment vorchles
are beth zano then the dhaps would B T BORID
ummmmhm_m EX AF AF
iy rehum SCF
gl on B b random member EX AF AF
BLOBI]: INC HL
Jomp & ARE LD AE
of B = 99, then moke & 1 XOR (HL)
LD [HLLA
AMD E
jump if A=140 CPE
o & 160 then moke A = | IR LRLOR40
EX AF AF
o Bl B 1 0 hen moke A0 SCF
EX AFAF
BLOBAC: DEC HL
ke BC = counter vikess N H
DE 'wmt-pld":mrdwuiu DAH
ot of DE AND T
siop doeg o puel J& NI, BLO®SO
and repeat for 255 fees DAl
de i = 191 ADD A LD
plol of top nght cornes LD LA
-ond whep down the icrean 197 fime & CBLOBSD
decrement B to moke # = 253 LD AH
:phot ot bofom right comar 5UB 8
step from night o ek D HA
Jor 255 tmas BLOBSD: POP DE
:moke B = 191 POF BC
plict of boom helt corner INC DE
and stup op the lelt edge of the DUME BLOBIO
recn"[;-r 191 times EX AF AF
moke BC = 447 POP DE
SR RET
lerq.ruigﬂ-nmbﬂ"-u—::- 1% MOT
pul it in D PUSH BC
nicwe gel ane from 0 - 355 FSH DE
;and put it in E CalL PLOT_ADDR
g plkt ot they rondios ¢oondinghe Ol {HL)
by ORiesg with Bhe screen LD (HLLA
pointed of by HL POP DE

esigre ths counior
decramesd # and op bock far 448
#mas [unid BC goes nagaite)

w5l up DE Brom #ha dhape coordingle
ke

;rub ouf the blok from i prevenl
pastion

werw odd i the | movesen! vorable
%a the X cocedinge and pui in E

do the same with e Y movement
variabla bot put i i D

sdrorw in the shops gl the nere moved
-piotizn

+f thars was o CARRY #en fhe new
Ip@pﬁm by hit g pimel 30 ump

4o PUT_BACK and don't mave

iF the new podtian was O than
sicey the new X and Y coordnetes
and sat tha CARRY before retuming
s signal — MOVE SUCCESSFUL

by ol the moreed dhape

¥ posilica

ond re-traw the shope ol i first
spenitian, CLEAR the carry flog
bebore returming o signal - MOVE
LSUCCESSHL

;sove DE

caleulaie the screen oddreis o
which ¥ draw the thope [from OF
ks DF posnt o the shope doio
schear the cltematve cary flog

sthare are B piusly rowt i the shops
s5ve the counter

+ - oned the shops poinier

8 = € = X pixel posibon || - B
sge! the shape dafn byt
pldmDEE =0

rofohe DE s requared to brng the
shape dote who the comed ploce
Jor cutptting ho the screen

iThe detection ond culput thoge
et the lefmast bytn of doto ond
Jogically XOR it with S woresn
;daha fhan slore it in the sirsen
-mask aff fha bit wa have pat pat
i oed chach b sae thet Sey ane
the wome - Tero Hlag sal

qump it the some =m0 colimon
st the gleenative corry fRog lo
ndicate thal a collision ko »
Aot oocured

ep on fhe soresn poinier ocross
the scraen ond now ireal the nght
;mast byle of shape daia in the wo=e
way = NDRng to #e wcreen, mosking
the bty we ore inierested in ord
[componng 16 chack Hal H'!lf-' ore
the wome - Iuﬂprgdﬁuyurn
- batore, ol the diemaive
corry fiog i o colnion o
ﬂI'.CI.l"THi

siep the screen posnier bock ko ik
fimil ploce ond rcremen i derem
e scraan

il welbin the yome characher cell
jthen jumg

wha odd 32 ho the low byte of the
scraan pomber

if inoraihon Gofoas @ e
third hay bean made then jump
eise: wiioct B off e pomler

hagh byt .

reiorn the thope ponler

and e B piosl roe counter
increment B dhape posher
ord decremen the coumer
moke the otematwe comy Hnl,'
avakabin io the CALLng roubne
reslore DE and reium

e regisien from corruphion
‘taitulnte e wreen plol oddres

ond OF = the el b
it oreen

a®a

POF BC

;relorn rogeahers ond relurm

RET
FLOT ADDE
LD AD check e ¥ coordingle rongs o e
r e hot i i ot of the wresn
RET WE rigrn it i 5
AMND EC0 pualt e acreen Wurel bl nio
REA bty 3 oad 4 with a D10 & be
SCF poshions 5 & ond 7
REA
REA
AOR D marge n e bin 0, | ond 2 iroe
AMD TFR e ¥ oodnale
HOR D
LD HA ond shore w H
LD AE move the lop § bt of e I co
RLCA cechnae i b 0, |, 2ond & 7
RLCA
LCA
XOR D moge = by 1, 4 ond 5 From the
AMD ECT T coandnoe
AR D
FLCA rolote e byle ice mone ond
RLCA hay presio we ko
LD LA thar icrm by of e e adeiren
LD &E et the thres lower ki of the T
AND 7 scoaidngle and incraman ham
INC A gren the ronge 1 - 8
LD EA copy # o B ond C
LD CA
LD AN ved bl O of A
FLOT 10 ERCA rogie i 5o fhar the sel bl
DIMZ FLOTTO i the comect place betore
RET reluming
Y RAND
CALL BAND NUM et an @ bt rondom nember and
192 chach io sae that o 4 lew than
IR MO RAND_NUM 192 Jump bock il # isn) ki
RET wy get g vold number ien than 197
RAMD UM
LD HL{SEED POINTER) the moredom nusber o obipined by
INE HL pci:ng the Specitum B0 Fam C0000
LD AH o £4000
AMD E3F B perie dg e ROW addren o
LD HA ncremenied soch hme we coll
LD (SEED POINTER] HI rordom number rouine ord Fhe
LD A HL) ocoumipigior i looded with the
RET Liiral (e vithed belcen
ll'h.rr'1n|:'|
fha & the B bntes of thope doio
SHAPE BYTE £FF £81 €81 £9F EBO.£B1 £81 EEFF
the rondom sumber poemies
SEED POINTER
WORD 2000
it wirhaty Py Fhe & ghape
vanibles
BLOE VARS WORD £3010EEFF01
WORD D09 50E00F
WORD £0R60,20101
WORD £9F70.EFFO0
WORD T9FBO.EO0FF
WORD ©7F10,E00FF
i BYTES WIDE
24 BYTES
HIGH

This size of sprite arroy would commanly be referred fo

os a "Four by Threo

FIG 1= A ‘FOUR BY THREE" ARSTRACT SHAPED SPRITE

PIXEL DETECTION ROUTIMNE DECIMAL LISTING

62 1N 3 0 oM T O M 1 N NT T
WEME128221 1IN & 19727 B 1210 W 0
ME 7128 N4 427 H1R3 AIMVIE VDR T N MM
120 40251 220 331129 & G IFTR0S 171128 212 B 128

1 4 DF 9193 1463 621279154 31 54 219001
0E FTIHMIN NG 2 MNS WTIMIN NG AT a0 240
01205 BRI 254 96 48 3 2255000 254 160 56 3 &2

T I75200 VIR XS5 17 0 0N X1 oM 161N
AS205 32129 0 16X0 5350 127 W 14150 A5 N3

I N V4250 4 THT 205
42 V29 18T 119 193 17 203 120
0205 117128 220 126 2131
17 % BRI 14 1 HI NS
1210 205 217 128 147
B147 B & BT 1D &5
14 250 122 174 119 142 184 40

163187 40 3 B8 55 @ 43
J2 5% 41pNa BIA
197 213 205 42 119 182 119 209
31 55 31 21 170 230 248 1K
W 7 7T 7o

05 B8 129 154 197 4B 149 201
34 109 129 126 201 235125 109
48 1755 B0 P25 0 %8
15925 O WHTHS 0

BO1Fe A7 205 BA 129 95 NS
M I B IN W
$5201 128 3130 BT W3 11T
0 55200 205 217 18I BA
07 N30 421 17100 109
W 87 XN 03] 543 7

I 358 B BIRNTHIN
LM T O 10125198

200 193 19 1400 8208 M0
193 201 172 254 197 108 130 192
o 7 T T 100220 199
TIOM A1 115 1A 753200
210919 1514730 83100
199 198 139129255 208 7 14
o 1 11215 0755128




DEADENDERS

ADVENTURE Label: Top Ten Author: Carol Sharp Price: £1.99
Memory: 48K/128K Joystick: none Reviewer: Chris Jenkins

Cheesy, Quilled Eastenders adventure spoof with a few

good jokes

suppose someons had to do it; after the spoch-making faillure of
Macsen’s Eastenders arcade game, some dummy had to come up
with the idea of a spoof adventure. All the characters are here: Pete
and Kaff, Arfur Foulup, Meechelle, Loopy, and Dirty Dan. The mystery
surrounds the disappearance of Effi's little Willie (yes, that's about the
level of the humour].
As PC Donald Dance, you must mustiglu Herbert Square, question-
ing the residents and trying to avoid hazards such as Smelli's hot dogs.
Graphics are primitive but pleasantly colourful and gquickly-drawn.
Text entry is pretty limited; more often than not, whatever you type in
simply brings the reply, “You can't do that guv.” The ‘guv’ gets pretty
tiresome after about, coh, eleven seconds.
Apart from the odd grammatical bog-up. the game plays fairly
smn-nth-lv but you can't actually say that it's funny, as such. If the very
- idea of an Eastenders spoof makes
you fall over laughing, then you
might get some fun out of it, but
Deadenders doesn’t have much to
offer adventurers of normal intelli-
gencel

59%

-UH ADE Label: Mastertronic Author: Gang of Five Price: £1.99
Memory: 4BK/ 128K Jovstick: Various Rey er: Steve Mahoney

Buy it, play it, play it again etc

you don’t shoot anything. The idea is to find and place four mirrors
in the right places (of which there are only a limited number. so it's
not over-difficult] so that you can concentrate the baddies’ giant laser
onto a sealed exit tunnel to blast your way to freedom, or at least the
next level. This game has BEAUTIFUL graphics and is very smooth to
control. The enemies, aithough not varying much, are quite hard to
predict, as some seem to just follow a set pattern of movement, while
others go all over the gaff

For £1.99, this game is very good value, it isn't very proficient in the
sound department, but considering the strategical and arcade elements
used, sound isn't very important.

i, however, you're one of those people who can‘t really play gamaeas
which involve you ‘Using ya nut’ you won't find this to be much fun. All
in all, | think that this should be a success for Mastertronic because it
requires a lot of strategy and planning to produce success and when you

2 ; do succesad, there are more pretty
graphics as you see the laser ray
going towards its destination, and
destroying it

Good game, buy it!l

1 85%
LEADERBOARD

SIMULATION Label: Kixx Author: US Gold Price: £2.99 Memory:
48K128K Joystick: Yarious Reviewer: Chris Jenkins

R ebel, originally released by Virgin is a tank game with a difference:

The best simulation on the market, well worth a look
even if you don't like golf

simulation (unless it's a cricket simulation), but Leaderboard
changed my mind. This budget re-release should alter your attitude
to the sport of . . . er, golf players.

Tha 3D perspective graphics are spectacularly good, and appear
surprisingly fast for the Spectrum. OK, colours are limited to green grass
and blue water, but what more do you need? There's & considerable
amount of skill involved in choosing the correct club, timing your swing

I always thought that there could be nothing more boring than a golf

with one eye on the power meter, and allowing for the crosswing. | he
animation of the flying ball is really smooth, and overall the sense of
realism is intense.

Up to four players can compete, and there are three available skill
levels. You can play from 18 to 72 holes, and once your get onto the
green you get a different display for the final putt to the hole.

The computer keeps seore and takes account of such disasters as balls
falling in the water (oo-ar). In fact,
the only disappointment about the
game is the lack of a computar
opponent. Still, an ideal multi-
playar game which will get under
your skinll

3%

DEATH STALKER

ARCADE Label: Code Masters Author: Tony Warriner Price: £1,.99
Memory: 48K128K Jovstick: Various Reviewer: Steve Mahoney

Well, er, it’s just not thingy y’know?

doors and passageways huge firepits it's all REALLY
EXCELLENT!"

This is the quote on the back of this game. it's hardly surprising, since
the contributor considers the game to be so good, that it was written by
David Darling. Why do they bother letting one of (,udgmasters hp.urh
write the blurb, it's hardly an unl:rmstd opinion is it? In fact, Death ,
is & semi-reasonable very Karnov-ish looking game, which ln\lﬂ|ul}$ u
spells, weapons and stuff, bu‘l not in a very compelling or sxciting way
David Whittaker has done the 128K soundtrack, which isn't bad, but the
game is very colourless and unoriginal

5 Graphics are nice in a ‘boring-
seenitalibeforshohumyawnsnore’
sort of way and without colour it's
hard to distinguish characters or
work out just what is going on. In
short, not good (and you don’t get
much shorter than that)l

F Swﬂ-l’l‘l fighting, magic potions loads of weapons, hidden

FLIGHT ACE

ARCADE Label: Star Games Author: Yarious Price: £9.95 Memory:
48K128K |oystick: Various Reviewer: Tony Dillon

Pretty good summary of the genre. Six games, some
good, some seriously phwurr

directly on from Space Ace and Karate Ace, and boasts a respect-
able collection of the more outstanding flight simulators so far.
Top of the bill is Tomahawk. Pilot your AH-64 Apache through a barren
landscape, with only a small outcrop of trees or a mini range of
mountains here and there to guide you. The brilliant, though not a
simulator as such, ATF makes its compilation debut, and of course, what
collection of flight simulators would be complete without, ACE? Spitfire
40 gives you the chance to fly an F-114/A Steaith Bomber through war
torn Iraq (Really? — JD) and Heathrow Traffic Control, though not actually
a flight simulator, puts you in the seat of one of those funny little men
who sit in front of a sereen watching
a line go round and round going
‘blip-blip’ all the time.
An ace collection with an ace title
and Ace is on it. ¥ you like flight
sims, you'll love thism

83%
o=

Flight Ace is the third in the series of Ace collections, following




ISTRIBUTIO

Dl
ks 1% Dan Fuson i W Gared L1 LED} Siorm i 9% Rexd (iclobex 3% Summer Dhympiad 1]
T : Siper Hang Dn i

895 } ¥ ]
5% 155 } Superspnei 1%

fi% Farbghi 2 200 Hem 108 Shaoins. cad
1] Fair Means or Foul 545 055  Hemesof Lance T& 1055 19 Bootcamy: 1] Shaot i £ W4 Tgw
£.95 Femandazbhsile 635 055 High Fronker 2m Nomesie the Warkck 200 Saanms 1] Time & Wagol u% 085
#m Cpd Crusaces §%5 9% FinalMam 20 Ht 200 Yasherword S 0O05 Cupwine % Tme Siood S8 550 095
Bag! of Beyerd] 25 Finrap bl Hatshot il B35 higel Mansell G° 1 Silant Senvce 8% Total £ 695 995
Blest of Eile Vo 1 k1. Fen 995  Hypahal 15 Negiraadier 185 Sibkcon Drarms 4% “racht Manager 1]
Bayord ke Palacn 505 905  Fiss bk Thotlies B4 955 s 150 hodes of Yesod am Saatobal B35 1045  TramEscape £ 08
Bore; Commands 6% Frve Computer His 185 faar Warmiors 5% Coops 550 Sagfecrary S5 1005 Tramo 1
Bacx Lamp 1% Flght Ace 495 1266 mpact .56 (perahon Woll 5508 Shane o (ke 6% W& TroFak 150
Blach Tiger 895 Fintsiones £ imp Meszion £% Qunn i Solder of Forune G0 895  Tow Pusal E
Bomoura T msm 550 ngnds Ba 0 126 Overiander L9 4% Soider of Light % Ty Pursiat Wew ey 2585
' Baues 20 Fam Fights Bach 600 E95  imensdy 50 Oviriord il Sobd Gou 145 0 T Tiger 500
Buabbie Bobbie 545 B Footad Direcior &0 rlematonal Kacn % 4% Pacland .25 Space hee 1045 1285 Typhoon 55
Buggy Boy 550 F15 Sirig 6% ion Lovd BE 115 Pamang 595 Sprdiazy 2 Litemaie Coection 4E
[ Bucrer Hll G45 095 FI6 Combal Pt 585 129  JewdsolDadnes 05 Pawn 85 0K Spitirg Image B3 805  Liniouchables B
| Cabloma Games 8 NS Foothall Manager 285 455 Kame A L 1205 Pepe Mac Ma 586 485 mw il Wectn 30 200
| [aptan Siod i35 Foothall Manager £ 63 8%  Keelk 15 Peter Baaprsiey 65 Staingrad 145 985 Vickry Road 500 695
Camer Command 05 1355 Freddy Haded 1% Knighlore i PHM Pegasus i35 0% Star Raiders 2 200 Windcakr 500
! Gros 6 145 Frosbye 20 KoamColeckn 6% 1205 P2 150 S Was 6% Vs 550
Cambat Scheol 545 985  Fulre Knight ) Kralout 2E Pradoon 856 Shealth Fighter B 995  Wan 650 1048
(omet (iame .00 Game Over 15 Lanceiot a1 Preefaiy 745 s:mm 8 We de e Chanpeons. 655 1288
Crsgwae W Gam Ower 2 B35 885  LaserSquad B85 Pro Soccer Sm 845 RIS St 4 WEL L Mars 5% 0%
Cybirnd 1 67 2 R4S GameSalbMach A% 1185 LstNeal B3 Puftys Sage T SikeFome Hamer 286 Whetry i aB
Jaey Thomson 50 GamSelbMach? H 1% L hoawd Par 15 1358 Ramba 3 il 005 Siry Prokar 2 i% iy 12

Please send cheque/PO/Access/Visa number and expiry date to: Trybridge
Ltd, 72 North Street, Romford, Essex RM1 1DA. Please remember lo stale
the make and model of your computer when ordering. P&P Inc LK on orders
aver £5, UK orders under £5 add 50p per item. Europe add £1 per tem.
Elsewhere add £2 per item. THESE OFFERS ARE MAIL ORDER ONLY
Telaphone orders: 07T08-TE5271

Dear Kamikaze,
| can’t bear it! My newsagent
keeps selling out of Sinclair User
before | get my hands on it
What can | do? (Desperate,
Lincs)

Dear Desperate,
How unbearable! All you have to do is fill in the form

below and give it to your newsagent. He will do the rest.
g =T Y FL LU D D L L L B L LR R

Please reserve me a copy of Y] every month
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This month, what happened in Chicago (two
player Power Drift that’'s whatl); the game
that you can't see the film of unless you're over
the hill; Cute makes a comeback; and the
pE-rFE-ct leisure activity for the house with Serious

subsidence. Read on for the crucial facts . . .

ou've seen the
advertising, you've read
the book, you’va used the

teo-towel — yes sir, Robocop
merchandising is blg business
right now. But you've not seen

the film, of course, have you? |
mean — it was Cert 18 —and
quite right too | say, squidgy
effects with people gettin
blown away left, rig tung
centre. A bit like your average
vid in fact . . . still, os you
obviously haven't seen the
movie (not even a videa), you
con be assured that at the very
least you can now play the
arcade coin-op, brought to
you by those cuddly people ot
Dato Eost.

Correct that man in the
corner, Ocean have brought
out a game called Robocop
as well, but the word is that it's
not an identical copy of the
coin-op, as it wos developed
independently of the Data East
version —so it's no good
practising on your Spectrum

before you enter the arcade
.. i's going to cost you money
to get good ot this one!

Again, as you abviously
haven't seen the film — and you
probably aren't talking to
parents ot the moment — I’ ri’oust
a:ve you a quick run down uf

e, for want of a better word,
plot. The time — ten to four, the
year two thousand ond
something. The place —
Chicago. The problem —
you've just been shot to bits by
a gang of thugs. Luckily, they
con rebuild you — and you,
after extensive plastic surgery

and the inserfion of @ cnupla of
Duracells — are now half man,
half robot, all cop. So get out
1h;re and clean up the sireets,
kid.

The Data East designers
have, in keeping with the
movie you haven't seen, kept
subtiety out of the frame, and
delivered a clever combination
of beat-'em and shoot-"em-up.

Simply, your nicely designed
Robocop sprite horizentally
scrolls along a cityscape and,
at the beginning, Kung—Fu
Master like, has to take out
assorted thugs that rush
towards you to attempt a bit of
GEBH.

You have a typical selection
of moves — the best of which is
a low crouch and punch. This is
frighteningly effective against
your flesh and blood
components, and crouching
low means you don't get it in
the neck from those armed
with guns. After this bit, you
come to a section that, as well
os the kamakazie thugs, hos
snipers firing at you from
windows above the street,

This is where the odds start
ﬁ‘eﬂing a bit even — out comes

e gun and you now can blow

[ 4

|

VYA

Owerall then, Robocop isa
well implemented variation on

everyone away, as well as
punching the opposition to bits.

Power-ups can also be a theme — worth a few 10p’s of
obtained nlnn? the way which  anybody’s slush fund.
increase your firepower. And

you'll need it, for the end of
level nasty is this huge two
legged robot that those of us
that are over 18 and have
seen the film know to be @
security robot. This needs
hitting many times in order to
get past and then on to even
greater things — but be
prepared to spend quite a bit
to learn the knack . . .

WONDER
BOY 2

‘ catching on Euhbit i ey :
BﬂbhiE an The grachics are

EAXBOX

Beat-"em-up, shooty hybrid of
the film you can't see

OVERALL
RATING

The game that your ;
wouldn't mind you g
Cute, neat. brill, e
Wandor Boy 2
Craphice®
Stvuinl §
"'l.iilfr'l."!rwgmi 7
Gamoplay §

OVERALL
RATING
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his is called Space
Station and it's another
great pintable from
Williams.. A bit old fashioned in
style, the game plays very well
indeed with fairly simple to
understand target shots for
bonus and multi-ball . . . no
puzzling out what to do for a
couple or three hours here.
Even better, there's a multi-
ball option that comes into play
with some well timed shots up
the ramp thingy . . . which
always adds a bit of
excitement to the proceedings.
A few people have been
asking us to give a few fips on

3 T n-

Every year, the Amusement
Industry holds a big show in the
USA, the AMOA. This year,
tunnily enough, was no
exception — so the place to be
in Fall 1989 was Chm-::go_.
linois. By oll accounts, Pinball
ry well represented al
the show — the most bizarre of
which was from Premier, called
Bad Girls. Bad Girls??!!
All the latest vids were there,
but with few maijor surprises,
the exception of which was a
game from Williams, called
NARC. This is an anti-drug

beat-'em-up — and the

B ramter S mrs Ao i v
E 3

how to play pinball — so here's
the advice for Better
Pinball Playing for 1989 ... .
DON'T PRESS BOTH FLIPPERS
AT THE SAME TIME. Got that?
... then rush down to your
local arcade and start
practising.

£ 1‘ I -- A ;
- » -~ 3- e - : s e
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However, our spies have

reported much cheaper units in

the provinces — in Brighton, for

instance, we discovered a unit

that gave four goes for £1.

That's much maore like it. Enjoy
If Power Drift is the big

e

graphics were acclaimed by all
and sundry ... screen shots in
the next issue.

The best news of the whole
year, however, was that Sega
has developed o link to go
between two Power Drift
units, so you can play head to
head against another player.
Yes, mortals, we are talking
about two player Power
Drift. This is really going to be
the business.

Power Drift is, of course,
Outrun on a raller coaster —
and at the moment costs, in
London, £1 per go. Ouch.

T — - S —— =

NG —

T - — =

= RS e

computer game licence of
1989 and one of the key
Christmas releases — |'ll eat my
joystick... Yum, Let's hope it gets
better treatment than Outrun
did. More fab coin-op facts
next month



since. His name is Raffael
Cecco and this is his latest
creation. It's called Stormlord
and we've got very little info
on it at the moment. So, for
the time being just marvel at
the pics.

What we do know is that it’s
similar in style to Exolon, but
with a much more fantasy-
orientated plot. It's a cause
and effect game - you need
the shears to chop down the
plant to get the key to open
the door to get to the next

Tu some people he's a  level etc.

genius. To others he had Streetdate: February.
one good idea a while ago and Price: £7.95
has been rehashing it ever
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_ Itk the end of the world
again! Well, nearly. There's
a huge alien spaceship and
headed for Earth. And its in
tentions are pretty clear. You,
as Drak, Last of the Obliter-
ators have been :
aboard the ship with a view m
blowing it to kingdom come
You haven't got Iunt, to rm.}
your bearings. As S
you're on the ship, the
ticated defence mechanis
will begin to rack you and
alien drones will be on your respected largely
tail F'y- llecting as many graphics, but was 1
5 g eguipment and ta be too hot o
in0 wWeapons as you 4o ell
], not only must you sur wm‘thr* tr
ive the onslaught of the alien gn impr

ying the
within firing
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Ouu. It's been a right old
while and no mistake since
we've heard from Cascade.
And it's nice to see them

coming up with such an origi-
nal idea for a game.
You've been shrunk down in

a tiny submarine and injected
into the bloodstream of a mad
scientist.

Your mission is to fly aournd
the body, seeking out a myste-
rious “‘second brain™ for some
reason.

Hands up anyone who has
seen Fantastic Voyage or In-
nerspace.

Anyway, that aside, DNA
Warrior (for it is he) is looking
like quite a corker of a game.

Take a look at the picture
here. Looks vaguely R-Typey
to us and among the features
promised are horizontal bi-
directional scrolling (you can
go left and right!), a wide
variety of attack formations
and an improvable weapons
system.

Basically the storyline pits
you against the body’s immune
system, fighting off blood
cells and plasma and all the
other stuff that whooshes
around inside the great big
organ that is the human body.
Eurgh!

Streetdate: February.
Price: £9.95
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Man. it's a jungle on the
streets. Well, that's a
stupid thing te say, isn't it?
It's a street out on the streets,
a road at the worst and there's
no denying it (what are you
prattling on aboul? - AS).
Streets, however, can get
pretty tough and if you donm't
believe me, take a gander at
this pic of Player's forthcom-
ing product Street Gang.

Looks pretty rough to wus.

from the cissy West side of
town to the ultra tough'n’tren-
dy East, in one piece. Along
the way you'll have to split
maore heads than you can im-
agine, and we're promised a
weird and wonderful selection
of baddies to ruck.

Full review and verdict next
issue. Looks like a Joe Blade
in graphics quality stakes.

Streetdate: February.
Price: £2.99
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The aim of the game is to gel
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t's not often a wargame gets
a large review 1n , which
could be regarded as being a
little biased, but let's hope that
WIME puts things to rights. It's
not really a true wargame. It's a
wargame mixed with an RPG
mixed with a bit of adventure
and just a smidgen or two or
arcade qualities. Four basic
elemeants, all ﬂnf whll;_;h h._—'l'\.l'l'-*
proved themselves in the past
in their own respective fields,
but when mixed, do they work/
Well, funnily enough they do,
and reasonably well | might
:l'\h;.j
First of all the credits. The
main dude responsible for
taking three books worth of
complicated but very, vary
enjoyable reading matter and
putting it all down as a form of
mteractive entertainment 15
one other than Mike Singleton,
whose games are all basicaly
original and brilliant. WIME is
0 excepluon
You take control of the forces
f good and yvou have 1o try 1o
get the infamous magic nng of
arruption to Mount Doom and
throw it into the fire. Pitted
igainst you are the evil forces
of Sauron, consisting mainly of
two types of creature, both
pretty hideous, The first, and
easiest to beat in combat, is the
commaon orc. These foul, pig
like creatures travel round in
packs of around a dozen, and
basically wander everywhere
The second type of nasty, and
these are pretty darn hard to
beat even at the easiest of
umes, are the Nazgul. Black,
jeathlike riders, these home in
n the evil ring and are
generally near imvincible in
combat
You begin in command of
yround 100 ‘units’. What exactly
the unit contains can vary from
one of the games’ specific
characters 1o a group of 30
dwarves. Each of the units has a
series of statistics, and it's these
which you use to judge which
moves to make when and
where. Some statistics, such as

strength, govern how good the
character(s) will be in battla,

others, such as dedication, give
you some indication as to how
fast they're going to be able to
move across the map. The final

CAOAAAAAAA
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statistic, their virtuosity, is the
key factor in getting the ring
across the map.

The longer you have the ring,
the more corrupt you become.

What you have to do is get the
ring all the way across the map
at a steady rate, swapping
between different characters to
use as ring bearers

SINCLAIR USER FEBRUARY 1388



There are three different
playing modes. In the main
overview map, you deal with all
the loading and saving bits,
along with the time
advancement icon, The map
shows the entire playing area,
and the positions of all your
units. [t does not show the
position of the enemy, so
there's no room for cheating

In the main command made,
you get an expanded area of the
map, with all the different
terrains and features labelled

F? 3 .

Mem
Tirm

by scrolling around, the names
of all the towns, along with all
your units are displayed. Move
the pointer over the icon that
represents one of your units (a
shield)} and click once. Now, if
you move up or down on the
jovstick, vou can view all the
characters in that group. Double
click and you go into command
iIssue mode. There are three
things you can tell a group to
do. You can tell themtogoto a
specific place; you can tell them
1o join up with another group;
or you can get them to follow
another group. This is all done
by selecting which you want to
do on a menu bar, and then
clicking the cursor over the
appropriate target.

When vou've issued all the
commands you can possibly
want to i1s5s5ue, go to the
overview map, and click on the

NCLAIR USER FEBRUARY 19681

time advancement icon. This is
the cue for action to begin. All
the orders you've given out will
begin to be executed. Of course,
when you're moving 100 units
around on a map, you are
bound to get into a ruck sooner
or later, and this is where the
game gets really good. You are
given a list of all the adversaries
battling it out, yours and
Sauron’s. Press fire, and you go
into the game's arcade
sequence,

r
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ARCAIN

FAX

WAR IN MIDDYL
bourne Moyse AE EARTH [qb

Prica: £9.99 A

‘{ Interesting blend of

almosy every genre of
?ﬂn‘;me_ Works weyy
Reviewer rr [1.“(-;5,_&.'13:!\,.

All the men are shown in a
semi-3D representation of the
battlefield, and it's a race
against time to get as many
men involved as possible. You
are given a small circular
painter. Click in one of your
men, and then on one of the
enemy, and that man will run
off 1o do battle. The game is
designed so that each enemy
soldier can only attack one
target per round, so what
you've got to try to do is to get

BOX

: el Mal-
vthor: Mike Singfersn

emory: 48K/128K Joystick:

Eﬁﬁﬁ_"

79 |

45 many men onto one target as
possible. This bit is great. It's
fast, it's frantic and it's fun

Graphics aren’t too bad;
there's some nice detail on the
main map, and the icons are
both clear and recognisable
The battle sequences are very
nice. Each of the enemy types
looks different, as do the
friendly armies, which more
than compensates for the bland
green background in this
section.

It's very easy to do. It's also
very hard to do. In fact it's up to
you how hard to make it
ichoose out of 15 skill levels), 0
making the Nazgul amazingly
easy to kill, 14 making
everybody except yvou
practically invincible

| really like it. It may not
appeal to all (arcade freaks stay
away). But if you're a fan of th
books, then you won't be
disappointed. The attention to
detail is amazing and the feel of
the book has been captured
perfectly. Strategy buffs, or
even people who want to spend
a more productive Sunday
afternoon rather than defeating
the semi-quaser Thraglets from
Venus again, why not give it a
whirl? Mike does it againll
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GREMLIN’S

- PREDICTIONS
- -FOR 1989

{ JANUARY

Post-Christmas nausea. Evangelists Jim
and Tammy Bakker go on TV and blame the
Devil for their recent cash scandal. The Devil
sues for libel.

FEBRUARY

Satellite TV starts. The first program is a re-
run of The Brady Bunch. Rupert Murdoch
promises to make improvements to the

: quality of programming, and announces that
s he has bought the rights to The Partridge

= Family for "a two-figure sum".

§MARCH

¥ Amstrad announces an “exciting new

.E development which will give the Spectrum a
whole new lease of life.” It turns out to be a
E price cut of three pounds, two Codemasters
* games and a free “Snapeezee” blank

i cassette.

v

in the office and he Swars he coul

APRIL

Russia invades China. Questioned in the
United Nations, Premier Gorbachev explains
“Keep your flares on daddy-o, haven't you
heard of April Foolski jokes?"

MAY

The latest Summer craze is hang-
skateboarding. However, since it's
invariably fatal it quickly loses its appeal
despite the appearance of a hastily-
produced magazine called YO! HANG TEN
CRAZY SKATEBOARD NINJA WARRIOR
Monthly.

JUNE

A long hot summer of software tedium sets
in.

JULY

Monsoon season begins as summer
holidays start. Thousands stranded at
airports. Papers full of bikinied beauties with
umbrellas. Back to the computers.

AUGUST

Jimmy and Tammy Bakker caught up in new
scandal. They blame the Devil again. He
loses his temper and the world is completely

destroyed by the four horsemen of the
Apocalypse.

SEPTEMBER

Cancelled.

Gremlin’s
“Look at me!”
Corner

This month's Noel Edmonds award for
Outrageous Self Promotion goes to the
software industry's answer to Bros — the
Darlings. Beaming from their photo in the
inlay of the new Dizzy game, the Darlings tell
us how they rose to become bestselling
software giants from lowly teenagers
through good old Dickensian hard work; |
slaving for hours over duplicating machines
and suffering the living hell of selling
software mail order.

Nice to see that, as the inlay claims, the
best programmers deserve the bast rewards.
And who wrote the game? The Oliver Twins.
Marvellous.

* Sorry, this is a butcher's.

TS 1S GREMIN

Sorry about the headline - we were in 8 bit of o rush

Gremlin has decided to organise a nationwide award scheme for computer repair services. There are no winners, but losers will be
awarded a special certificate on reaching 100 points. Ten points are awarded every time a shop uses any of these excuses:

#* Wa can fix any Spectrum so long as it isn't black. Or grey,

* You just can't get the parts, see, they make ‘em in Greenland.

* No, we don't do TV leads, there's no demand for them.

* Mo mate, it costs more to fix one key than it does to buy a new Spectrum.
* Sorry it's taking so long, it's the postal strike. In Greenland,

+ It's yer CPU MS/DOS interface extender RAM widget, an’ they don’t make them any more. We can sell you an Amstrad PC though.
* You've had this plugged into the mains, haven't you?

* You've invalidated the guarantee by taking it out of the box.
+* We can’t fix it without a chit signed by Clive Sinclair.
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LAST MONTH’S
COMPETITION

All things considered the quality of the entries to last
month’s offering were fair to good, “things” being
Christmas, New Year and the lack of Postal Services.
Ideas for the picture were diverse to say the least. Almost
nobody agreed on joke topic; this was good. Instead we
had ideas from the vulgar to the incomprehensible.
Among the former was “Get your hand out of my
trousers’’ among the latter was “His nails are very curly.”
Weird.

Joining the Sinclair User obscure references bandwagon
was Neil Cross from Tyne and Wear with “Eat your heart
out Wayne Smedley of Southend coz you ain’t getting
one, right?” Obscure but not quite funny enough. The
winner was this from Nicholas Pettigrew from Gwynedd,
North Wales: 250,000 units sold but these are the only
two that will load!* Quite funny and quite in keeping with
the picture. SPECIAL NOTICE. LIBEL LAWYERS PLEASE
NOTE: THIS IS A JOKE. IT IS NOT REALLY TRUE, OK?

Anyway Nicholas will get £20 by cheque in the nearish

MER BELn
MISEEHAVIY G
ARase oF FOWER,
MISUSE oF Brisrong
N AP WEVE Gruew
PRING YO TERM aF
OFRCE, RYnNING oF
LT AMARCOTICS Awp
ARMS DEALS - we
HAVE T8 2700 THx
BEreris irs Too
LATE !

50 NOW E HAE
A FRg= HAND
THE B 75
CLmqR s AiAY
ALL OFSTAcLES
' R A

& AR
W/ SR

BEEN REFDETED
N THE AReA =

WE BELIEVE HES
INVOLVED - VoLl
REALISE [F ALL

| iwowngm How AGENT " x*
(5 Bown' e AT THE ModlEng @

GREMLIN CAPTION
COMPETITION No 26

Just look at this! Jim Douglas and Alison Skeat just before
entering the Sinclair User offices after the new year. Or something
else? We want to know, actually we don’t want to know that much
but we really want to fill up this space. So, take a look at this
picture, look at these people and consider what these two people
might be thinking or saying . . . Gremlin reckons it ought to be easy
this one . . .
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My hilarious caption.........ccumieiminanis
Closing date is February 1st

& |

-~ AND S0 THe QQJ o |

L.- |

AMGED0N 2 s ™ %,34’ |
WIH/TE HOUSE Ly

BACKING WHILE
THE BEAR Acke

WAFSAT Alrge ¢
EARTHAUAKE 7
oLeAno 7

WL .. ERR ..
f GLESS Youl ey
WitL SoRr i out
SOME How

(T GREAT 10
SEe vy AcTim ¢

OECISIVELY Oy
~
THP Crieed 'Frs,l/ }

AT THE ALLIGATER PIT. - -

HAS THE BEAR BEEN SET-UP 715 HE BEING
LEED AT A SHloks SEREEN FoiR (DUERT
ACTTINTIES ? 5 HE BEIWNG TURNED INTD
BURGER FILLER T = SEE NEXT MONTH . -




TO ADVERTISE IN THE SUPERMART CALL SHANE HUSSIEN ON 01 251 6222
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Wiut-hunchon disc uliiiy lor e <3 Modity and read sectors, Back up demcs, FULL DIRscory
ove evased hies; Lock oul faulty hles, EvaseAenama hies; Siing search;, Menu Diwen. A excalken
package i:rl-ﬂ-SH Det 1%3 Easy io use -L12.95 on Disc.

Makes back ups of + 3 prdnary AND profecinag discs, sfher 1o

palures. Handies mufi load programmas:- £12.95 on Disc

Transler mpes o Waladnve Handes PROTECTED
Dimassembiler - £7 .98

'Bu.Lhup I wasi n'-umlﬂ-.' ol m- Iﬂo@i Harnfies Fast ltlmf‘\

MNew Macolvhée commands &g Momitor, FX Sound. Double Haight Tast. and much mone
Finale dewmo and DRGAN program. Your Sinclas, Sept ‘BB Every Specoy ownes should
have one 'E'll a5
ALL UTILITIES COVERED BY OLR MONEY BACK CUARANTEE - BUY WITH CONFIDENCE!

Send © o=
‘KO SOFT

Dept SU, “Pleasant View,” Hulme Lane, Hulme, Nr Longton,
Stoke-on-Trent, Staffs. ST3 5BH

FORMAT
A MAGAZINE FOR ALL SERIDUS {
SPECTRUM USERS
from
INDUG
Oy i vl @ Sipacirum® Are you iniersstsd
l '|il.'| Famming ! Do wou uss the PLL D ar
E? Do you wam 1o get maore fromm your
l:lll'ﬂpl.li"l P Dy i weamit 1o e Terpl with nsa
of MGT s new SAM comiputss
Answer YES to any of the sbows and you
aFciuled b resding FORMAT
inhed msonifly, FORMAT covers al
anpactE of Spectram I'_-'_l.l|'||;|u|||.|| fresms
WTRFoWIAG your Bawic pe WPTRTUTISNg) B wWeaife {l
procesamng, froem MIDI intesrfac |r.|j| o graphics
We grea Tull suppor 1o MGT s P I_I". 0 and
DISCIPLE dsc wysborma
LK Sabscriptions
12 msues - E10.00
b issues - [HTS
Trial Offer ~ 3 Bauss £3.00
Dvarsens, please write fod details
FULL YEAR suftiics plen grves s badaheg of
Lissr Group. This gives you added bensfins
including a HOITL INE Baschkirp service & a5%
discount on all MGT products advertised in
this magaring. See sdverf on page 79
Send chague™ 1o
INDUG
M Bounion Rasd

Gloucester GL4 0LF

£12.85 {Ovarseas - ELUROPE add £1 PAP PER ITEM, OTHERS £2|
Send SAE (9 in x 5 in) of phone lov detiied cataiopue.
£1.70 1r}for£15m 100 tor mﬁmmr\mmm ‘Enguires’ . For more indormaiion plaase phone 078 130 5244 ‘
E Access. @nd Vsl welcome please g above numibedr — 24 hour Senvice

ADULT S/W

UTILITIES

3 UTILITIES IN SPECTRUM 48,128, CASSETTE OMLY

- Taps £11. +3 Dinc £14.95, Micradrive C13.95
Typa Mm’u or fexd, save in Fing systam, retrave, u:-date dtaplav vid index, as repaating
-s.l;lrlas or slidae woior, Nl For arsks, adman, g-mﬂifi
CODE PACKAGE — Tape £8.95, +3 Disc E12.75, Hl:mﬂh:u E10.75
W SEEHTIL debug, trace, slap, backirack, break 15 ¥, binary, dacsmal
Please add £8 for PRINTERS Charactos Lo - ?w copying tages examples given wnnlnnf:lcnm 1o bach
R ompaoakucans | | oo bt b | IO
¥ TECOVET GO 5
Engggﬁg&ﬂ%ﬁ ﬂL';,LBﬁ_m RAMDOS MICRODRIVE OPERATING SYSTEM Flancom access, screen ec, sorl. search £9.75 e
G R 1D 18- MICRODRIVE FREE TEXT DATABASE Multi-purposae fling sysiom with search £9.78 . i e o s B o’
%5“ 2 EEC ! e A HILL. SAE for laakets. Tel 0258 7H0653 quiries. Pay by cheque/PO, airmall 50p EEC, £1.50 world gyt

WHELFW &T PETER. BUCKS 5L8 ROYBOT SU 45 Hullbridge Road, Rayleigh, Essex 558 SNL COVER UP!

Pt igar w g fre T4

Ll ACCESSORIES [ PERIPHERALS [Rc=istieny

SPECTRUM m_w
SUPPLIES T

0L Power Supply 19.95 e Ry BB s
Spectrum power pack i (Thaaa sen MOT gamnes
Membrane [+ or 48K]
en GAAFHICS, INFD. 1D AS Dust Cover (please state e i By T o Dol i
rewm {IE MNMDED THINKERS, TRY machine *E-;;*' :; HMICROTEC
OUTLET monthly on MDRIVE, Spectrum 128K + 2 power Supphﬂ'ﬁl 95 50 32 Haseh Wy
oPLU C10.00 « rean gy Pl Stoke Poges
o DLS:EIPLEP}PSGEPE S&J m?:mmﬁm OFFICE, Prices include VAT & F&P, £14.00 . merowrias |[OSCEERES

] Cheque to; e — J '
rasgetinl i & FREE asbC llll.' RIA “‘m“.f Bﬂ-m
CHETRON sorrw“:m- B 1I:nmunltmruanu-gh ﬂm P-lf:?n- 4 HRS Omnidale Ltd, 23 Curzon Street,

Road. Birstsll, Leicestor LE4 AN Derby. Tel 0332 291219

— PUNERGE . JHARDWARE

SPEECH SYNTHESISER sofiware lor
LEAHN‘N‘G MUSFG? I wara required!!). Speedy 2* load/save use. Mo additional hardware neaded. Only \
sound crealor £3.50. Double height print  SPECTRUM 48K + mulitface -+ joystick,
Siges or 1380 MiDrhes o+ Ditik mnrnn- Orcer now! Or send 19p stamp for  power pack + manuals + over 70 games \
TED KIRE (5L}, 1) Humber Crescent, $1 Helns, Iurd erseyside WA11 30P, (Please add ne Stevenage (0438) 741148 evenings s E 01 IZI 3538 a

ESE
E

% SPECTALS OV wanhir
%03 HELP, PRACTICAL po

EEREl - |
;

Spectrum 48K/128K/+2. Add spoech
SPEECH SYNTHESIS ©£2.99 (no hard-  @asly 1o your own programs! Ready 1o il’l”""””
wu!.ﬂﬂlﬂ HEHE rades T Eﬁlﬂmgruzﬁgasﬁnﬁrgula]ﬁ[w[uzmsgwgg Fﬂ%g?ﬁ:ﬂin;'f?.;ﬂgﬁsunwam. Bl \
h:;ﬁn'r;ﬁ:%‘:m“?ﬁgmmn £1.099. Games-aid E£3.50 plus many Interdace 2 + Ferguson tape deck + \ﬁ::;gggfedrm:::?;aﬂ:n; B:mgﬂ\
inquire. Leafier froe : ue. Sigmasoft, B Pine Dale, Rain-  New price £280.00 for £130.00 ono. Pho-
WAS D (D74-818TH1 S0p p+pl ploase AT




REPAIRS REPAIRS S/W HIRE
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REPAIRS

REPAIRS
BEAT THESE PRICES!

Spectrum/+ £9.95*
Interface 1 £13.50 inc P&P

fixed prices —4 month guarantea
TOP QUALITY REPAIRS BY EXPERTS.
Send cheque/ PO, and computer to:
SF SERVICES
113 Mountbatten Road,
Braintree, Essex CMT7 6TP.
Tel 0376-46637
*Please add £2.45 for P&P + Insurance
Spectrums now bought and sold

GSF SERVICES - EXPERT REPAIRS

REPAIRS

SPECTRUM REPAIRS
WITH FREE EXTENDED GUARANTEE)

SPECTRUM/PLUS £18.70

PRICE 1S ALL INCLUSIVE AND
WE GUARANTEE THE WHOLE
COMPUTER FOR SIX MONTHS

E.HI HEI!II-STSTFHS Degt )
, ESSEX CM1 5YP
Tel: 0245 468554

REPAIRS

s Discovery £21.90
All repairs guaranteed four "
months, prices quoted are inclugive §--
of parts, labour and VAT. Free |.:
raturn carriage for mail order  J--
customers. We also repair Amstrad §-:
and Commaodore micros, please |-
phone for prices
VSE Technical Services s
Dept 102, Unit 6, 8 Nursery Road |-
London SW3 BBP. Tel: 01-738 7707 |-

PROBLEMS WITH YOUR SPECTRUM?

FOR FAST, RELIABLE AND PROFESSIONAL
R AT COMP

PRICE

SPECTRUM REPAIRS £12.70 Including VAT & P&P

P M ENGINEERING

UNIT 8, NEW ROAD, ST IVES,
CAMBRIDGESHIRE, PE17 4BG

We can also supply you with: Hardware,
Software, Blank Disks, Accessories and
Spare parts

BN s71vES 0480) 61394 [

REPAIRS

STOP PRESS

WE REFPAIR:

@ ATARI 8T B20/1040 @ COMMODORE AMIGA BO0/ 10002000
#® COMMODORE 84 @ SINCLAIR 48K EFECTRUM AND THE FULL
SPECTRUM RANGE @ AMSTRAD 484/8684/6128 @ ALL [EM AND
COMPATIELE MACHINES @ HARD DISE AND DRIVE INSTALLATION
{8pares and Commodora also available )
AND MANY MANY MORE

COME AND VISIT US AT:

GALAXY AUDIO VISUAL (1st Floor)
230 Tottenham Court Road, London. Tel: 01-631 0138 & 01-680 6840

SOFTWARE

ENDZONE
American Football Simulation
Two cassetie package includes
rosters with individual player
statistics for all 28 NFL taams.
Rosters updated twice per season
48K £5.95 128K £7.95

SPORT-5IM
PO Box 116
Colchester CO2 T5J

REPAIRS

-  APPROVED SINCLAIR/

AMSTRAD SERVICE CENTRE
Spactrum 48K £19.50
Spectrum + 2 £23.00
Spactrum +3 £28.00
iNot inel disk drive)
Amstrad CPC £29
Commodora
Send cheque to:
Cotrel Ltd
113/115 High Street, Cowden-
beath,
Fife, Scotland KY4 9PQ
0383 610103 Fax 514654
Cotred Ltd, Lasding

mcaux:urhnhhrﬂu
s VAT « P+P

£29.95

Happy New
Year to all
our
readers!

i e e 7 o o el b e ok e e

*ACTIONWARE }

X SPECTRUM SOFTWARE

- HIRE

# £2.00 Life Membership

* First Hire Free .

% Al postage paid (15! Class)

:Smd stamped addressed envelope :
o

ACTIONWARE (5U)
ood Street,
» Hebburn

» Tyne & Wear NE31 2XW x5

s & 8 8 8 & 8 & 8 & 8 8 8 8 8 8 |

S/W HIRE

MATRIX SOFTWARE HIRE
The cheapes! way io play fhem all
Top gamaes titles lor Spactrum,
Commodore & Amsirad ase glale
SRR Lalllae SAE for dotails fraom
MATRIX LEISURE CLUB

Dept 5.0., 271 Stanstead
Bishops Stortfond, Herts CHZ3
-

S/W HIRE

MEEEENNEENR
[ ] SPECTRUM S/WARE HIRE [ ]
FREE MEMBERSHIP

« FULL 7 DAY HIRE
* DISCOUNT TITLES
l # ALL POSTAGE PAID (181 Class) .
Send SAE o
B ssH (SU), 16 Fleam Road
. Clifton Grove, .
Nottingham NG11 BPL
EEEEEEEENE

P

»
* 108 Colli

BERE

- Bastec

= Castle Computers
= Datel Electronics
=% Dynamic Marketing
+7: Electronic Arts

= Gifford Soh

i Infrased

PLAY BY MAIL [Ef='

DO YOU WANT TO BE
A POP STAR?

Here's what Sinclair User has 1o
say about POP STAR. “Charts
issued every week and plenty of
potential player interaction, POP
STAR looks fun — 80 why not give it
a try?”

Also avallable is SOCCER BOSS
SOCCER BOSS is not your average
football game. It has a lot mare
features including Players Wages «
Ground Attendance » Ground
Expansion * Cash Prizes &
Coaching and much mora

Both games are free to start up with
turna only £1. Turnaround
farthcoming — 5o why not give it a

try!

Write to: IDEAL GAMES, 72
TOWNSEND STREET, STRABANE
STREET, COUNTY TYRONE,

N. IRELAND BTE2 BHY or Tel: 0504
885519

=4 Microsnips

1 Mailsoft

3 Mastertronic

i Megasave

1 MG

21 New Computer Express o
=1 Ocean 15,2599, IFC.0BC ==
= Palace s
=% Romantic Robot

21 Shekhana

% Soundbox

s Skinfiints

% Tanglewood

s Thalamus

sz Tasman

 Trybridge

3 Videovault

=2 Worldwide Software




SU SUPERMART SUPERMART SUPERMART

AUTHORISED SINCLAIR/AMSTRAD
REPAIR AGENTS

Expert repairs from the UK’'s biggest Sinclair Amstrad repair organisa-
tion. Full test equipment, repair procedures and spares components to
original manufacturers specifications.

Spectrum Plus Three £34. 95

Spectrum 48K/Plus £19.95

& : Amstrad 464 (inc monitor) £34.95
Sinclair QL £3495  (gxcludes cathode ray tube)
Sinclair Spectrum 128K Amstrad 6128 (inc monitor) £39.95
£2295 (axcludes cathode ray tube)
Spectrum Plus Two g2495 Amstrad 664 (inc monitor) £39.95

Prices include VAT, Post, Packing, Parts, Labour and Insurance.

To send us your micro for repair mail it securely packed and accompa-
nied by a cheque or postal order (make out to Verran Micro-Maintenance
Limited) or quote your Access or Barclaycard number and this reference
SUDOD1/88.

VERRAN MICRO-MAINTENANCE LIMITED, Units 2H and 2J, Albany Park,
Frimley Road, Camberley, Surrey GU15 2PL.

Telephone: 0276 66266, Fax: 0276 692280, Telex: 858119

VIDI-ZX Video Digitiser V.2

GRABS 2 or 3 Shade Screens Direct from Video!

NEW Software Version 2
now supports multi
screen animation,

MiDrive, Taps, All Discs.

The ULTIMATE Input
Graphics Devical

£34.95 incPapP

ROMBO Productions
107 Raebum Rigg, Livingston, EH54 8PH
Tel : (0506) 39046 - ACCESS VISA accepted

16 BITUPGRADE

‘C= T.C. COMPUTERS AATARI

ARE YOU LOOKING TO UPGRADE AND WANT:
- FANTASTIC GRAPHICS?
- MARVELLOUS SOUND EFFECTS AND MUSIC
- AN OUTSTANDING SELECTION OF GAMES?
— EXCELLENT BACK UP AND AFTER SALES SERVICE?
IF THE ANSWER IS YES AND YOU WANT TO KNOW
MORE THEN CONTACT US NOW!!

A
OR SIMPLY READ ON ...

SR B S O e B e nti*%ﬁ**i
AMIGA S00-PACKS 17 ATARI S205T-Fa SLIPER PACK K
READ ABOUT * crimn AT en ™ * 00 * X o monoen N

kAR AR kAR A AR AR AR AR AR ARk
iEducation Discounts to Students on Commodore PCs = Phanea)
SOFTWARE — UP TO 30% OFF RRP :
This is just a small sampla from our vast range. i you wish to ordar
any of the above items, or regquire our ull ligt, write to:

T.C. COMPUTERS
12A Barnards Way, Charlton Heights
Wantage, Oxon OX12 7EB

= (02357) 60177
Plaasa make cheques/posial order payable to T.C. Computars

UTILITIES

LERM SPECTRUM SOFTWARE — WITH FULL MONEY BACK GUARANTEE!

ADVENTURECLUB

— —
MAGNETIC SCROLLS

present & small adventure called

ELSEWHERE IN THIS ISSUE

The club for people who take their games seriously

« Included in the price of the OFFICIAL SECRETS membership is MYTH,
from Lhe creators of such masterpieces as Fish! and Guild Of Thieves. And
be warned: MYTH will never be released in the shops!

(Available on Specirum 128 tape. +3 disk and moat other disk formats)

« a year's subscription to CONFIDENTIAL, your very own bil-monthly
magazine full of inside information from the world of siralegy and adventure

« a copy of elther Level 9's GNOME RANGER or Infogrames CAPTAIN
BLOOD - both award-winning games!

« aulomatic membership of SPECIAL RESERVE. offering hundreds of best-
selling titles, including the latest games, most at halfl price (plus pap)

s personal access to our Member's Only ADVENTURE HELPLINE
« the chance lo win 2500 worth of compulter hardware of your cholcel

All for just £19.95 (U.K.)
JOIN OFFICIAL SECRETS NOwW!

Write us a note [detailing your name, address, type of computer and whether want
Grome Ranger or Captain Blood) enclosing ac e or PO for £19.9
Official Secrets, Dept. SUL, PO Box BAT, low, CM21 8FH.

TR TE GOGI0 far more inside information (Credit cond orders can also be tmken on this number
WELCOME EHICAN EXFRESS]

. FLEASE MAKE PAYMENT OF £24.95 BY VISA, ADCESS OR AM

TAPE TO TAPE BACKUP
Tape Utility B, copies most tapes even
jerky and many of the recent
countdown loaders. Even converts
many secured programs (o normal
speed for reliable Ivading + transfar
Measures loading speed, copies
exactly blocks, Even over 51K. £7.50

MICROMATE — THE M/DRIVE UTILITY
“Parfect addition to midrive.”
“Mare pawer without the price.”

Y58 July 1985
It pays for itsell, For 172 drve systams
Even if you have a mddrve utility you
haven't anything like micromate
Options include: format [approx
104K), clone, sector editar, boot prog.
renama, reconditions and repairs cart,
multiple erase, true cat, tape to drive,
unigue fast drive to drive copier, drive
to tape [+ none stop). Sold on
cartridge - Only £11.99

TAPE TO DRIVE TRANSFER WITHTP 5
Transfers hundreds of programs from
tape to your drive gystem (inc Plus 3)
Mansges some programs hatdwais
devices can'l do! Handles jerky and
countdown loaders easily, inc utilities
Mot for nowice. £12 |+ E1 on mJ/drive)
Infermation Book 1 - details on 400
transfers using TPS £2.50. Book 2
covers 180 for £2.50 — many lop 20
hits,
ZB0 TOOLKIT 2

“Excallant value for money.”
"Brilliant package. I it's not in Toaolkit
you don't need it ¥S July 1988
Superb assembler. And now a
program to do the reverse — micoda to
source, Includes disassemnbler, single
stepper, de-bug, Hex to Deo, loader
mode, &ic. Only £8.59

M/DRIVE T £1.75 sach [min 4)

CODE COMPRESSOR £4.50
POST FREE +£1 Eurpe, £2 rest

STATE SPECTRUM -+ DISC TYPE — e.g. PLUS 3, or 128K Sinclair + PLUS D

LERM, 11 BEACONSFIELD CLOSE, WHITLEY BAY, TYNE - WEAR. 091-2533615




The Bits & Bytes
Computer Specialogue

1 Jam Packed with:

| - Amazing Special Offers -
- Great Competitions with Fantastic Prizes -
- Free OCEAN Software -
8-Bit Specialogue - Previously unreleased in this
country and exclusive EIPAEIi}t(S & Bytes Computers
16-Bit/PC Specialogue - ARMY MOVES
- Free Discount Club Membership -
- Free Gifts -
- The Very Latest Software Reviews -
- Listings of Top Selling Releases -
At Discount Prices
- Hints and Tips -
and lots more . ..

You can get your Specialogue
today from:

Bits & Bytes
Computers

Unit 18 Central Stalion, Liverpool L11JT
Telephone your orders through on (051) 708 7408

8-Bit only £1.50 16-Bit only £2.99

Please send chequas/postal orders (no cash please wié can’t be held
responsible for any losses while in transit to us), or credit card details
{Access/Visa/Styla/Dinars) to above address.

EDUCATIONAL

All Spectrums. Maths,

Games for 4 year olds upwards. |

solle, and +3 discs and micro-
easa.

aeries. SAE
B. Seymour, 25 Gardans, !
N. Yorks Y012 TNQ it couldn’t be possible could it? If
l 372621 (24 hr} that's what you think!! look at our
= advertisement on pages 54 and 55

| SOFTWARE FFORD 5

GIFFORD SOFT
L@WK AT PAGE 56

061 330 9939
for futher details
FOR SUPER SPECIAL
OFFERS

Lots of education available. SO FTWAHE
For further details
ONLY POOLS AND
| PUZZLE GAMES |

= 0602 480779
PROGRAMS FOR PUNTERS

ram written by a

[SOFTWARE ___

* FREE ATARI ST »

Every prog T

mathematician with professional

axparience in the field. No gimmicks

First rate programs ai sansible prices.

if you want to W.LPI‘E REGULARLY send

o

BOXOFT (5U), 85 Allans Meadow,

Neston, South Wirral LE4 350

STUCK FOR WORDS!!

LOOK NO FURTHER

A THESAURUS ON THE SPECTRUM
FASTWORD

A fast alternative word program for finding those elusive right words,
to give improved communication, or help with crosswords, eic. Full
slphabetical index of some 6,000 words, displayable on five hundred
and ninety screens and including sense indantification for each waord.
Any of the index words can be selected directly on screen to
separately display an average of twenty synonyme/associated words.
Any part of index is instantly accessible by typing the initial two
letters of word, full word spelling not required. In addition, the index
can be paged in either direction from any point, and any word
selected. The entire program is memory resident in machine code,

iving immediate response. Words used by rights agreament with
Samn ple.
Spectrumn Cassette 48K and above.
Send cheaue/PO for £12.95 total (Inclusive PRP' 1o:

ERUCE PUBLISHING
72A Lawe Road, South Shields
Tyne & Wear NE33 2AJ

SPECTRUM |
Desk Top Publishing, Word Processing & Ut

WordMaster
Heodliner
Typeliner
DTP Pack
Above items:
HiSoft C

£11.90
£8.95

The best Spectrum wortd provessor available
Design headlines & titles for use with WordMaster
The DeskTop Publisher - loads into WardMaster £1695
All three of the above programs £37.80
add £2.50 for Plus 3, £1.50 for Prisciple/ Plus D versions

Ideal for learning C on your Spectrum £25.00
Devpoc The best machinecode assembler £15.95
HiSoft BASIC Superfast loating point BASIC compiler £24.95
CP/M Plus Standard operating system for the Plus 3 L2995
Send SAE or phone now Tor details of all sohvware,

Plus 3, Disciple, OPUS & other versions available < ¢all for prices.

Atari ST rosiscript Laser Printing Service & Fonts scall

SU SUPERMART SUPERMART SUPERMART

PCG, 61 School Street, Barrow, Cumbria LA14 1EW Tel: 0229 36957 |

SOFTWARE

STABLE TRAINER
A HIGH STRATEGY HORSE-TRAINER GAME

Features:
Pre-race reporis
Statistics
Effect on ability table
View other horses

Trainers championship
50 race season

The Derby

4 Classic races

5 grades of race
Abality
Fitness

4 race distances
1 types of going
Resulls screen

Mame horse
Mame trainers

2 entries per race
Racing calendar
Save game

Full instructions
+ many miaoreg

Best going
Best distance
Farm

Buy horses
Sell horses
Prize money
Entry fee
Winnings

Bank account PRICE £6.99

%, Good and 1. Smith
STRATIC SOFTWARE

11 North Road, Ross-on-Wye
Herefordshire HRS S12

e [111 11111 e {03




MEGATAPE 13 MEGATA PE1S

MEGATAPE 18

- MEGATAPE 13 - MEGATAPE 13 -

NEXT

MONTH

e’re keeping up the pressure for the
new year wﬂh our March issue. We've
got Iouds of ultra hot reviews and
previews and whole stack of new Megatapes
planned.

Our March Megatape is one of our best
ever. We've got something really special
with a game Chris Jenkins described as
“marvellous”, ““completely brilliant” and
““vou’re not reully giving that away on a
tape are you? Wow!”’

The name of the game is Phantom Club (and it
really is fantastic.)

We don’t care if ,you ‘ve had your Spectrum
for ages or if you’ve just got one for
Christmas (conglratulahons on your taste)
Sinclair User | always have the hottest
previews, the most exclusive reviews and
the best cover tapes of any computer
magazine.

Sinclair User: Not so much a computer
magazine more a nice set of table and chairs
ina wulnut finish with simulated wood
braiding.*

E1'] MARCH EDITION
OUT FEBRUARY 18th

“Well OK it's probably slightly more like a computer magazine

- €L 3dVLVYDO3IN - €1 3dVIVIOIIN

4

€l EldV.I.VE)EIIN - €L 3dV.LVOIN

. €1 AdVLYDIN
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ASIME |magine Software (1984), 6 Central Street =
 of Lhe game Manchester M2 SNS. Tel 061-834 3939 Telex 669977
-f = - ‘.-' §
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i le.nf avenging angel as
yaugnete ol rough jwstige' to the
neruetratur of evil and Iau.JIESEQE-SS
Some Df ‘thefimost exciting scenes

you. The fut re i5 |"IE[E' ancl naw LuhEﬂ
you take, up this challenge =sREEim—"."
MAN — PF_LEII.ME{;EH.I-NE-:FI-I:L-EETIE' —

.
SPECTRUM
COMMODORE

£9.95

. AMSTRAD
S

b P Dcean Seftware Limited - 6 Ceifal Street-Manchegler - M2 5NS - Telephgne Dé?\gzz 6633 Tel_éx ﬁw OCEANS G ﬁ‘ }




