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text to be stored on the CD-ROM.

September.

Derby schools first
to get CD Amiga

A new system based on Commodore Dynamic Total Vision (COTV] wil
be helping to teach Japanese language and culture to Derbyshire
school children later this year. The initiative has been set up by Global
Learning Systems (GLS) of Derby and Commodore.

The CDTV system was launched at the US Consumer Electronics
Show in Chicago two weeks ago. It offers CD-ROM, Amiga
compatibility and infra-red remote control. The Derbyshire system will
allow for hi-fi sound as well as digitised video,/computer graphics and

Software is being produced with the help of Central Television's
studio complex in Nottingham where the system will be launched in

The reason for this innovative move is that Toyota, the giant
Japanese motor manufacturer, has decided to set up a major car
assembly plant in the county. The CDTV-based system will also be
used to store and maintain records of personal progress as 'an
incentive for the students and information for the teacher.”

* GCDTV turning Derbyshire Japanese.

Derbyshire County Council commented: *By giving our children

these options, Derbyshire will be providing the management and
supervisory recruits for tomorrow's Japanese factories. Once the

Japanese venture is operating successfully we will consider how the

learning system can be integrated into other curriculum areas.”
This move by Commodore is obviously aimed at strengthening
its claim to be the foremost educational hardware house. *COTV will
be able to revolutionise educational teaching for all types of
students,” was the comment from Commaodore's Steve Franklin. =

September release date set

064 CONSOLE
IN AUTUMN

A cartridge-based C64 console will be

released on September 13 at
Olympia's Computer Entertainment
Show.

The as yet unnamed machine,

dubbed the C64GS by industry insiders, is
expected to retail for under £100 and
Commodore is forecasting UK sales of
100,000 in its first year.

While rumours of a Co4 console have
circulated for nearly two years, the com-
pany has always been reluctant to confirm
or deny press speculation as to its
specifications. Express understands that
publishers developing games software are

working on a maximum carlridge storage
limit of 4Mb. Already, two titles, Fiendish
Freddy and Flimbo's Quest, are lined up

for launch release at a £24.95 price |

point,

The new machine will not be pitched
as a replacement for the current C64,
although it believed that console software
will be compatible with old Cé4's car
tridge port.

a Christmastime sales war between
Commodore and rival Amstrad, which is
expected to unveil its own console in late
August, =

Virtual reality
{0 order

Dimension International, a company
formed by Freescape author
Incentive, has announced plans to
offer a bureau service for PC owners
wishing to convert two dimensional
plans into interactive walk-through
three dimensional environments.

Two years in development, the
SuperScape Alternate Reality System is
an extension of the solid 3D Freescape
routines used in popular games such as
Driller and Dark Side and is billed as ‘the
nearest thing to being there”.

SARS currently runs on any 286 or
386 PC with VGA graphics, and allows
3D designs of buildings to be explored at
realtime speeds using a mouse, joystick
or cursor keys.

Macintosh and workstation versions
are also planned and the company envis-

| ages releasing SARS as a stand-alone
The launch of the console will herald |

package in two years time.

Further enhancements may include
Dataglove and Eyephone compatibility for
virtual reality interaction.

Dimension is on 0734 810077. &

~ ' *Ralph Steadman has
repainted the Last Supper,
he's even turned the
Polaroid into an art form -
now he's working with
Macs.
To be exact he's
v drawn a 30-frame story,
. The Computer's Dream,
' using the Fingerprints
graphics system. The tale
|\ \x chronicles the relationship
Ay between a computer
operator, his (female)
| machine, a viral
L~ temptress in the shape of
| & Macintosh apple logo,
and a knight in shining
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Miles Gordon and INDUG pledge support for existing SAM owners

MGT URGENTLY LOOKING FOR

ABUYER FOR THE SAM COUPE

SAM Coupé manufacturer Miles
Gordon Technology, which last week
appointed a receiver, is urgently
seeking a buyer for the company to
save the machine from -effective
extinction.

Meanwhile, the user group INDUG is
standing by to help existing Coupé own-
ers in case attempts to sell MGT fail or
become excessively protracted.

MGT's Alan Miles told Express: “We
have failed as a company, but we've got a
good product and we're making sure that
it doesn't fail too. We are making every
effort to find a buyer guickly in order to
protect our customers.

*There are half a dozen companies
interested. If a buyer is found soon, the
whole business will be transparent to
existing customers as the customer sup-
port will continue.”

BADLY WRONG
It is believed that things started to go
badly wrong during March, when the com-
pany hit a cash flow crisis. MGT's money
was by then all tied up in stocks of
finished Coupés.

Possibly because the machine had
launched far too late for the prime
autumn sales period, the company had
produced considerably more machines in
its first manufacturing batch than it would
be able able to sell in the immediate
future. Some sources put MGT's unsold
stocks of the machine at anything up to
6,000 units.

Reputedly owed around £100,000
by others, and with possibly only 8,000
Coupés actually sold to date, MGT found
itself under-financed at a stage where it
was planning to buy and send out ROM
chip upgrades to existing owners. Its
stocks of Spectrum peripherals were sold
off to Datel, but the move did not free
sufficient cash to solve the problem.

The company is said to have
approached Johnson Fry, which handled
the original flotation, with a view to rais-

f

¢ The SAM Coupé: buyer being sought.

ing extra funding. An initially negative
response reportedly prompted MGT's
bank to implement a no-payments-out pol
icy, and by the time Johnson Fry reconsid-
ered an underwriting offer the company
had reached a point where bringing in the
receivers was its only feasible course of
action.

FIVE PER CENT
Receiver manager Robert Ellis of Touche
Ross said: “In five months the Coupé has
captured five per cent of the UK leisure
computer market, but [MGT] had to bor-
row heavily to to bring the product to
market.

“Since then they have sought funds
to finance further expansion, but at a time
of financial restraint, backers were unwill
ing to release further funds, and closure
is seen as the only option.”

While five per cent of the market dur-
ing the relatively sluggish summer sales
period does not account for a very large
number of units, in the lucrative quarter

to next Christmas the percentage, if any-
thing like sustained, would represent a
healthy level of turnover for any new
OWNer.

The Coupé also has the advantage
of being a machine which has been
researched and developed, with all the

What to do if
you own a SAM

MGT is pledging to repay its customers’
loyalty one way or another, preferably by
rapidly placing the Coupé with another
manufacturer, ensuring its continued
support and the honouring of warranties.

“We are talking about as short a
period as possible,” said Alan Miles. i it
gets above a week or two, we have a
couple of contingency plans. We've talked
to the Coupé user group about a possible
support package from them, and we've
even considered putting the upgrade ROM
file in the public domain.”

Bob Brenchley at the user group
INDUG said: “We will give whatever
support we can.”

Coupé owners who wish to join the
user club should contact Bab Brenchley
on 0452 412572,

History lesson

necessary tools and accessories for its 1986 Alan Miles teams up with Bruce
manufacture already in existence. Its Gordon.
problems have been identified, and many 1587 Miles Gordon Technology had grown

of them already dealt with.

It is unclear, however, who the

to a four-person operation, successhul at
producing interfaces, drives and

claimed half-dozen or so potential suitors peripherals.
might be. Informed opinion has it that an 1988 MGT was ready to expand to
improved profit margin could be realised Swansea. In December the MGT
by shifting the Coupé’s manufacture to a partnership became MGT Limited.
base outside the UK, with Far Eastern 1989 The company bagan to concentrate
countries the likeliest contenders. on the Coupé and Johnson Fry was

One source has offered the com- brought in to organise a share fund that
ment that 'Atari could produce it cheaper would make MGT a PLC. In September
than anyone else’ but declined to amplify problems with the company producing the
this statement. Atari, for its part, is firmly ASIC chip forced its production to be
denying any involvement, while Amstrad switched to the US. The Coupé was
and Acorn have also gone on record as eventually launched on December 19.

having no interest in the company.

The Coupé’s catalogue of problems...

Early hopes that the Coupé would by some purchasers because the problems with the Spectrum machine and effect the ROM swap

be a sub-£100 home and education ~ Coupé was shipped without a proper  emulator. A 36-hour programming would be included.

computer were dashed as disk operating system. session repaired/rewrote the Program developers next

manufacturing costs forced the Hurried huddles at MGT emulator, but inconsistencies in reported that a serious problem

price up to £160 provided an instant solution. A ROM versions reported by the with the custom ASIC chip made it
The Coupé eventually arrived simple POKE cured the problem and  programmer indicated further impossible to implement MIDI on

in time to miss the 1989 Christmas  allowed users to access their disk difficulties. the machine. The same problem

market. It was shipped to eager drives. An update of the system MGT announced that a new also made it difficult if not

buyers but the ink had hardly dried ~ ROM was promised with the version of the system ROM had impossible to successfully network

on the till-rolls before murmurings problem fixed. been developed and that it would be  Coupés.

about problems with the machine Eager gamesters turned to mailed out to users who had A mouse and light pen which

were heard. their Spectrum software when returned their guarantee card. were originally to have been made
The machine's optional disk Coupé programs weren't available, Instructions that would allow an available for the machine have not

drives wera claimed to be useless but found sound and display average person to open up the appeared.
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Walt Disney is heading into computer land with a will. Not
content with software alone, Disney recently announced that it
is to produce hardware. Its first foray into this market will be
an audio device for IBM compatibles.

Called the Sound Source, it is a three-inch speaker which
plugs into the parallel port and is said to give higher quality
audio reproduction than the standard PC speaker. The Sound
Source will be able to handle music, sound and speech.
Although the device makes use of Disney’s own programming
system, the company is prepared to to make it available to
other software houses for further development.

Somewhat more in line with its pedigree, Walt Disney

Mickey gets into PC hardware...

technology, a system which allows animators to see the
animation cell on which they are currently working as well as
the three behind it. The program comes with a tutorial which
uses examples of Disney cartooning to ease the leaming
process and maybe produce even more Don Bluths.

Once the images have been created they can be
distributed to other animators via a bundled public domain
‘projector’. You can even add a soundtrack by using yet
another release from the firm, a range of sound effects from
Disney Cartoons. All of this rides on the back of a three-

pronged strategy of software releases planned to the third and

fourth quarters of this year. These will include entertainment,

Software of Burbank also demonstrated a package called The
Animation Studio for the Amiga. This makes use of ‘onion skin’

educational and personal development packages for the
Amiga, PC, C64 and Apple Macintosh .

Atari Portfolio
goes down
the drain

Atari is taking its bid for hand-held
world domination underground. It
has bought the exclusive rights to all
the advertising sites on the Waterloo
& City link — known as The Drain - in
central London.

The Waterloo & City line carries
900,000 of the wealthiest executives in
the country from the South East’s pre-
mier station to Bank in London’s financial
heart.

The June campaign is part of a £5
million advertising strategy aimed at
introducing Atari's pocketsized MS-DOS-
based computer, the Portfolio, to a wider
audience.

There are five new software
come in card form this month. Financial
Calculator performs financial, business
and statistical calculations. Scientific
Calculator combines stats with scientific
and mathematical calculations. More
interesting is the Extended DOS Utilities
card which provides 22 extra facilities.

Two games are also due out for the
busy executive who needs a break,
Portfolio Chess which is, er... chess, and
Mindgames which includes backgam-
mon, reversi (known sometimes as oth-
ello or 1ago) and draughts.

The Portfolio will set you back
£249.99, For more information call Atari
on 0753 33344,

Tiny Ad laser
qualrty printer

A portable bubble-jet printer slightly
bigger than an A4 pad, weighing only four
pounds and running on rechargeable
batteries, will be launched by Canon in
September.

The £345 BJ-10 is fitted with a print
head filled with tiny nozzles which heat up
ink and deposit it on paper.

With a claimed 360 dots per square
inch, the bubble-jet’s print resolution is
higher than that of most lasers, and it
runs at a print speed of over 140
character per second. B

releases for the tiny machine which |

+ First pictures of the Russian Spectrum clone, the Hobbit, with its disk drives and networking operating system.

SOVIET SPECTRUM

STAKES UK CLAIM

As the UK's SAM Coupé hit trouble,
news reached Express that the
Russians have developed a similar
machine and are planning on launch-
ing it in Britain.

Last week Soviet computer design-
ers Michail Osetinskij and Dmilry
Michailov flew in from Leningrad to show
Express their Spectrum emulating micro
named the Hobbit. While in the UK they
had talks with software houses, program-
mers and publishers about supporting
and promoting the machine.

The Soviet Spectrum has the ability
to network, fileserve, run CP/M and run
Logo from ROM. It can also work in the
Roman, Cyrillic and Arabic alphabets at
the push of a single key.

The Z80-based machine is well

specified with three joystick ports (two
Sinclair and one Kempston), serial and
parallel ports as standard, a disk con
troller that can run up to four disk drives
including a hard disk, and a full-sized 74-
key keyboard of which 33 of the keys are
programmable.

The basic machine has two 5.254inch
drives and the flexible operating system
allows a ‘crashed’ machine on a network
to be controlled and revived remotely.
Diagnostic software in the system ROM
makes it a programmer’s dream

As well as the TV connection, there
is an RGB output that works with most
standard monitors.

The machine is in production in
Leningrad, and 15,000 have been deliv-
ered to schools and educational establish-

ments. It is valued over there at 40,000
roubles, but no UK price has been fixed.

Dmitry Mikhailov, the machine’s
designer told Express: “The Hobbit will do
everything that a Spectrum will do and
more besides. It will run all Spectrum soft:
ware and also has networking, making it
the ideal machine for a school.”

Russian technical director Michail
Osetinskij added: “While we are here, we
will be speaking to many people with the
hope of expanding and possibly exporting
the Hobbit. Its multHingual abilities make
it a computer without frontiers, ideal for
the USSR, the UK and even the Third
World."

* An exclusive full review of the
Hobbit will be in next week's Express,
out Thursday.
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Kick Off 2 launched as cup confusion reigns

Anco's footie sim Kick Off, 1989's Game of the Year and one
of the most addictive games ever, has been upgraded to
coincide with the World Cup finals.

Kick Off 2 now offers up to four players a choice of
hundreds of team members with different skills, improved
tackling and ball control options.

After-touch control allows you to bend or dip the ball,
you can build defensive walls for set pieces and store up to 10
goals for action replays. And yes, the pixel perfect passing
blazes along at the same pace.

Kick Off 2 is available for the 5T and Amiga at £19.95,
PC for £24.95, and C64, Spectrum and CPC for £14.95.

* Meanwhile a country-wide Kick Off competition run by CFA
of Feftham has run into some confusion.

with CFA."

People have as yet not received confirmation of
membership or details of the rules, although cheques have
been cashed. The involvement of Anco, the publisher of the
Kick Off series, is yet another complication.

CFA was under the impression that Anco was giving full
support to the competition, but Anco boss Anil Gupta
commented: “ cannot say that we will have any involvement

While Anco will express no support for the CFA
competition, it will put up the prize money of some £2, 500 if
the competition goes ahead.

For anyone who has sent off £5 to enter the challenge,
Steve Anderson informs us that “people will be receiving
things at the end of the week”.

Oficial UK
Neo-Geo near

The official release date for the
excellent but expensive Neo-Geo
games console has been brought
forward to the end of this month
because of excessive grey imports.

Luther de Gale, a spokesman for DG
Marketing, the authorised outlet for the
Neo-Geo in this country, told Express last
week that the launch date had been
brought forward.

SNK, the Japanese producer of the
MNeo-Geo games machine, has been
stung into action as a response to grey
importers selling the machine in the UK
The original date for release was to be
September at the Computer
Entertainment Show.

Reacting to the grey imports, SNK
earlier this month sent a letter to PC
Engine Supplies, one of the companies
which sells Neo-Geos, threatening further
action if they did not stop selling the
machines.

Steve Lowe of PC Engine Supplies
confirmed that the MNeo-Geos presently
on sale were from a wholesaler in Hong
Kong. He continued: *We are trying to
work out whether putting a notice saying
that our NeoGeos are not the official
ones from Japan but are from Hong
Kong would solve the problem.”

Your very own
arcade machine

Like to turn your computer or games console
into a full-blown arcade machine? Cybertech
Distribution of Gloucester might well have the
answer by the end of this month.

Kevin Stenner of the company told
Express this week that his company will soon
be marketing two ‘arcade cabinets’, the
nets will come video panels, arcade quality
monitors and, the heart of the matter, genuine
arcade game printed circuit boards (PCBs).

Games start at £15, with originals such
as Gauntiet going for around £60. if business
is good the company will be “looking into the
legal implications of PCB rental”. This could
mean that a library of games would be set up.

The Budget Boy will cost around £125,
the price on the Pro Boy has not yet been
fixed. The video panel will cost in the area of
£150. For more information call Cybertech on
0453 544582, |

If you want to get your hands on one
of Fujitsu's famed FM Towns CD-ROM
PCs - they're on their way!

While Commodore was in Chicago
showing its CDTV , Cybertech Distribution
of Gloucester was arranging to import
the Japanese answer to the CD-ROM com-
puter question. And an extremely power-
ful and elegant solution it is.

Cybertech will be supplying the basic
model, the FM Towns 1F, which comes
with a highresolution VGA colour monitor,
CD-ROM (which can also be used as a CD
player), 1Mb RAM, a 720K 3.54inch disk
drive and an 80386 processor.

Top of the range is the FM Towns 2H
which comes with an additional 40Mb
internal hard disk, an extra disk drive and
an extra 1Mb of RAM.

One obvious advantage of the FM
Towns series is that, because they are
PC-based, there is an enormous range of
software available and the machine is by
no means limited to a ‘home entertain-
ment’ role = however spectacular.

Cybertech will be selling the FM
Towns 1F at £2,500 each. Mot cheap
admittedly, but as its spokesman Kevin
Stenner explained: “The price of an
Amstrad with the same chip won't leave
much change out of £2,000 - and that
doesn't have CO-ROM.

"We can't be specihc as far as

* The FM Towns CD PC - a games player’s dream.

games are concemed,” he added,
*because we'll be ordering them for each
individual customer on a mail order, 28-
day delivery basis. But you can rest
assured that we will definitely be able to
get hold of any games that are available.
An unless demand becomes acute, we're
confident we can cut delivery times to a
couple of weeks.”

At the moment some 20 games are
said to be ready. Software houses
approached so far include Psygnosis,
Electronic Arts and Mirrorsoft - with
Dungeon Master already converted.

“As far as prices for games are con-

As the first to import the piece of equipment: This already comes to
machine Cybertech is An Amstrad £2,219, without including
clearly going to sell the FM PC138650 can be obtained any software, connecting
Towns at a premium, Butis  for £1,479, and we tracked  leads and the time and

£2 500 fair? Express down a CDR3600 CD-ROM trouble to cobble it all
compiled the following drive from Hitachi for £540.  together - plus of course
shopping list to estimate Identifying a matching audio  your DIY version won't have
how much it would cost to expansion card was harder,  that ‘designer’ look. So it's
build yourself a similar 50 let's call it £200. not a bad deal after all.

' Japanese CD-ROM 386 PC imported into UK

FM TOWNS ARRIVES
INBRITAIN AT LAST

cerned it's too soon to tell® added
Stenner. "Whatever the cost is in Japan,
plus the conversion rate, plus the
European hike, We won't be trying to
make too much on them because we
want to create a user base.”

Tech talk

The FM Towns computers offer CD
storage of up to 540Mb of data - which
includes music. They can also manage
eight channels of sampled sound and six
channels of FM-synthesised sound, and a
MIDI interface can be slotted into one of
the expansion ports.

There are two software packages,
TownsSOUND and Euphony N, each
allowing the in-built sound chip to be
programmed so that the user can score
music and control any MIDI devices.

The monitor can display up to
32,768 colours simultaneously, or in
another mode, you can choose from
over 16 million colours. Graphics can
also be superimposed on to moving video
images.
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» Lisa: buried without flowers.

It's Lisa with
an aaaan...

Apple Macintosh (US] put the theory of
controlied obsolescence into hyperdrive
recantly when 2,700 Lisas were given an
unceremonial burial. The machines were
interred in a landfill in Logan, California.

The action was taken because Apple
was not offered enough money for the
machines by Sun Remarketing. Sun
normally buys the Lisas and upgrade them
to the equivalent of Mac Pluses.

The 2,700 obd favourites were taken to
their final resting place by Apple
employees. Each Lisa went to its grave with
512K of memory, a 400K drive and no hard
disk. It is not known if any kind of service
was held; no flowers were requested.

Customised upgraded Lisas are
available in the UK in small quantities.
Watch this space for a full review of
MacSolutions' basic ‘Macintosh XL in
around two issues’ imel

Are you sick
of consoles?

The old saw that playing games makes you ill

is back with us. Two supposed new Nintendo-
| related ‘diseases’ were recently discussed in
the New England Journal of Medicine.

The first of the reported ailments is
Mintenditis, as suffered by a 35year-old
woman after playing a Nintendo game for
five hours. It shows itsef as a sore
thumb. Roll on voice command units.

The second disease sad to have
been identified is socalled Nintendo
Epilepsy. — a 13yearold girl collapsed
with this after a three-hour stint with the
Super Mario Brothers.l

Smart comms

A PC communications program aimed at
business travellers will be launched by US
modem manufacturer Hayes this month.

Smartcom Exec works in a DOS
framework and allows communication with
mainframes, bulletin boards and on-line
services.

The program will cost £92 from Hayes
Europe. Call 081-848 1858.0
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' Over 130 exhibitors sign up for the 16 Bit fair

SUMMER SILILER FOR

The Royal Horticultural Halls, Victoria, opens
its doors for the 16 Bit Computer Fair Summer
Event from June 29 to July 1. The organisers
promise it will be a paradise for bargain
hunters and computing enthusiasts, and a day
out that all the family can enjoy.

When the 16 Bit fair opened its
doors for the first time in January, over
11,000 people crossed the threshold,
and it was feit that the show was popular
enough to justify a second event during
the better summer weather.

Over 130 exhibitors including soft-
ware houses, hardware companies and
peripherals manufacturers and distribu-
tors will be rubbing shoulders for the
three days, and the list of companies
involved reads like an industry ABC.

Modern business practices call for modern
tools. The executive of today needs a portable
computer, access to the office PC from home
or hotel and a set of power jim-jams.

Portables are easy to get hold of
and now, according to PC
Communications Ltd, so is access to the
office. The company has just launched
Breakout Repro, a piece of software
which allows the portable PC user to
access an office computer running
Breakout Plus software.
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BARGAIN HUNTERS

There are adventure specialists, edu-
cational companies, computer bargain
distributors, modem manufacturers, pub-
lic domain libraries and even computer-
radio specialists.

As well as famous names like US
Gold, Audiogenic, and Gremlin Graphics,
Amiga add-on company Bit Con will be
giving the AS00 PC board its first fullfea-
tured public airing. The board offers com-
plete PC compatibiity on the Amiga
AS00, and it will bring the Autoroute road
atlas and route planner within the grasp
of Amiga users.

US Amiga/ST hard drive specialist
ICD will be displaying the latest in high
density storage.

Scottish firm Rombo is to show the

There are two modes are available =
Repro and Teletype. The former gives the
user complete remote control of any PC
running Breakout Plus while the latter is a
straight file transfer system.

Price for Breakout Repro is depen-
dent on your choice of modem hardware
and starts from £349.

For more information cal PC
Communications on 081-392 2347.
Power pyjamas are available at £65 from
Gieves and Hawkes .

latest version of its video digitiser, and
linemen will leap at the chance to see the
company’s all singing, all dancing Demon
IV modem, currently fastest in its class.

Admission to the show is £4 for
adults, with under-10s free. Book by
phone in advance and you can save £2
per ticket.

The Royal Horticultural Halls are
located an easy amble from Victoria
Station in London. Opening times for the
event are 10am-6pm on June 29-30 and
10am-4pm on July 1.

You may obtain further information
or order your tickets from Westminster
Exhibitions on  081-549 3444,
Additionally, there is credit card hotline on
0726 68020.

RGB colour
goes to print

A new thermal transfer colour printer can take
input from the computer or direct from the
RGB signal from the monitor.

The Panasonic 203dpi can repro-
duce 4,096 colours or up to 226,000
with dithering while maintaining high reso-
lution, and it can output to poly paper,
coated paper or transparency film.

Two versions are available: the EPL-
8543 with Centronic interface only at
£6,950 and the RGB model, the EPL-
8541, at £7.800.

For more details contact Panasonic
Industrial on 0344 853336.

Amiga mix-up

G2 Systems’ £800 VideoCenter for the Amiga
is a S-VHS compatible video mixer, genlock
and PAL encoder designed for desktop video
applications.

It mixes incoming video signals with
Amiga text, graphics and animation, using
sliding faders or under software control, for
subsequent RGB output to videotape or screen.
More information on 0252 737151.8
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ABTEK COMPUTER SYSTEMS
ANNOUNCE
A COMPUTER AUCTION

SATURDAY 30TH JUNE 1990
NEW COLLEGE, HELSTON ROAD,
SWINDON

1000 LOTS OF NEW AND USED
MICROCOMPUTERS AND PERIPHERALS
INC:- IBM AND COMPATIBLE SYSTEMS, PS/2
RANGE, COMPAQ, TANDON, TOSHIBA, LASER
PRINTERS, PORTABLES, LATE EDITION
SOFTWARE AND CONSUMABLES.

VIEWING AND TESTING 8.30 A.M. - 11.00 A.M.
AUCTION STARTS 11.00 A.M.

For Catalogue (Price £1),Write or Phone:-

ABTEK SYSTEMS LTD
THE GATEWAY
38 SARUM BUSINESS PARK
SALISBURY
WILTS SP4 6EA

0722 413337
0722 413128 (FAX)

BUYERS AND SELLERS OF NEW,
USED AND REDUNDANT STOCKS
SPECIALISTS IN PS/2 REPAIRS.
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SOVIETS LOVE AMIGA
The famous Soviet programmer
of Tetris, Alexey Pajitnov, was
recently interviewed in the US
newspaper, the Boston Globe.
When asked about his

opinions on the current state of
computer technology, Pajitnov
was quoted as saying that he
was not interested in computer
brands, or the latest computer
wizzbang, but he then went on
to admit that the one machine
he would like to own is an
Amiga.

Pajitnov joins the ranks of

Arthur C Clarke, the famous
science fiction writer and
general brainy person, who is
also a fellow Amiga user. With
names like this behind the
Amiga, it only goes to prove that
our wonderful machine is the
choice of those in the know.

HIGH DENSITY DRIVE
FOR AMIGA

Applied Engineering of Texas
has produced the first high
density 3.5-inch floppy disk for
the Amiga. The drive supports
both standard 880K and
1.76Mb 3.54nch disks. Housed
in a thick, high impact Amiga
coloured box, the unit uses the
finest Sony drive mechanism
available. The AE3.5 also
supports 1.44Mb high density
MS-DOS disks and features
Macintoshike electronic disk
gjection.

Also new from Applied is
the Datalink series of modems |
for the Amiga 2000 (internal |
card) and Amiga 500 (external). |
As well as offering 2400 baud |

|
|
|

operation, what makes these
modems so special is the
addition of send and recieve fax
options which allow your Amiga
to be used as a fax machine,

The DataLlink 2000 card
also includes software to allow
several Datalinks to be run ‘
simultaneously, thereby making
it the ideal choice for bulletin
board users. Contact Applied on |
010 214 241 6060. '

|

AMOS VERDICT
By the time you read this latest
issue of Express, many of you

| similar quality, Mandarin may

such as GFA or HiSoft BASIC.
But for producing programs that
need to use ultra fast graphics
and animation, super smooth
scrolling and scintillating sound,
| then AMOS is the one to
choose. No other Amiga
programming language provides
such a simple and direct method
of getting the very most from
everything the Amiga offers.

will probably already own
Mandarin's AMOS. As many of
you will therefore already know,
AMOS really is something pretty
special. But can AMOS really be
used to produce a commercial
quality game? Well, the answer
is ‘yes' and ‘no’.

Although many have called
AMOS a games creation
system, it must be stressed that
AMOS certainty will not produce
your game for you. AMOS is
only a tool; what it can do is
limited by the programming
proficiency of the user.

This is the case with any
programming language - no
matter how easy the language
may make the task of producing
a game, it's down to the
programmer to learn how to use
the facilities that the language
provides. If you think you will
produce a commercial quality

LISTEN UP, FATTY!

TAM Marketing, headed up by
that industry nice person, Steve
Marriot, is soon to release a
follow up to its successful
Tipster and Punter prediction
programs — The Slimmer.

As something of a
departure for TAM, The Slimmer
i5 a ulility designed to help failed
fatties to lose those pounds. For
beta testing, Steve has enlisted
the help of his mother and sister

game with FMOS within Your | (oot of which, according to
rst week of use, then you're !
sadly mistaken, Steve, need to use the program

badly). Both ladies will be trying
to lose weight using the
program. For more information,
contact TAM on 0382 215485,
Also new from TAM is

Small Business Manager, a
program originally marketed by
Hi-Tension. Small Business
Manager is a control system for

However, AMOS is a
considerably easier way of
achieving the final goal.
Previously, the vast majority of
time spent producing a game
was wasted on seclions of code
that had absolutely nothing to
do with the gameplay at all -
handiing the double buffering of businesses that offers stock

screens, efc. e
. ! control, invoicing and VAT
AMOS will happily handle | returns; SBM sells for £115.

such dirty work, thereby i
allowing you to spend more time
on the mechanics of the actual
game. If you've got the
programming skill, it's perfectly
possible to produce a game that
could be sold commercially.

Mandarin already has at
least one AMOS game in the
pipeline — Cartoon Capers, a fun
little beat-"em-up game. If you
can produce something of

BIBLE ON DISK

EasyScript in the States has
released the Bible Reader, a
package consisting of the entire
bible text in ASCII format,
complete with a utility program
to enable you to easily search
through the text.

Meurolink has produced a
similar product for hypertext
processors that lets you jump
anywhere within the bible text by
clicking on the book, chapter
| and verse. You can even insert
your own notes and, in true
hypertext-style, link them to
references, outlines and charts.

Jason Holborn

consider marketing your game.
It's fair to say that AMOS
certainly isn't a jack of all
trades. For seripus applications
programming, you're probably
better off sticking with one of
the more established languages

RETURN OF THE JUGGLER

Just when | started to think the Amiga demos
scene had gone stale (| really am going to go
something nasty to my Amiga if | see another
S8 T0 scrolly-text,  starfield,  copper-colour-bars,

Sound Tracker-tune plus loadsabobs deme!), a

Z | demo arrives that revitalises my faith in the
creativity of demo producers.

Although it certainly isn't original (far from
it), it's good to see an old friend back on the
demos scene - we are of course talking the now famous Amiga Juggler. For
those of you who don't remember back to those early days when the Amiga
came in just a single flavour (the A1000}, The Juggler did more to promote
the Amiga than Commodore’s PR people of that time could come up with.

The good news is that The Juggler is indeed back... but not quite.
Instead of the litte chap that we have come to know and love, this latest
demo features a female juggler, a juggette [as the demo calls her).

The juggette has sacrificed the ray traced HAM graphics of the
original in favour of the now seemingly trendy Extra Half Brite mode.
Although this basically means that the demo lacks the photographic quality
of the original, it stills retains that special Juggler magic that made the
original such a smash. Contact George Thomson Services on 0770 82234
and demand a copy of TBAG disk 41 now!

|
|

JROJECTNLE

Electronic Arts + £24.99

Ever since James Caan stepped onto the silver screen as Jonothan E in the
classic Rollerball, the idea of violent futurasports has intrigued sci-fi and
sports fans alike. The trend continued with the Harlem Heroes in 20004D
and years later with the superb Bitmap Brothers thrash - Speedball. Now
Electronic Arts has come up with a game to challenge the throne held by
the Bitmap's metallic gem in the shape of Projectyle.

The game is a jacked up, freaked out and spiked up version of ice
hockey. Three teams of four players mounted on hover-boards knock a ball
around a pitch split into five sections - the central [or neutral) zone where
the ball is kicked off, three goal zones each containing one target of each
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team and the ‘Frantic’ zone. This last is where the real action takes place,
as each of the three teams has a goal to defend, causing a mad thrash to
score before a goal is conceded.

League and cup competitions can be played between eight teams,
each with its own characteristics and home pitch, from the metallic beasts

the Sledgehammers to the ethereal, digital team the Vectors. Data such as
scores and individual player performances is recorded, ready for you to
play the manager and re-structure your team - moving and training players
to present the most formidable attack possible.

Projectyle has a staggering array of options to back up the already
swift action, making it not only one of the most playable futuresport games
available, but bringing it into line with some of the top-rate football
manager games.

Playing Projectyle as a single player is exciting and involved enough,
but the real fun comes when a larger number of players get going,
especially when the special adapter is used to allow three human teams to
compete at once. Having played a tournament between eight people all
day, | can say without doubt the involvement was as high as any other
sports sim I've seen...except my girfriend beat everyone. Swiz!

- Projectyle is an excellent product which will prove immensely
mummmmmm